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„ e BEE i w be anleteg, 
in the Words of my Text, is of a much 
more ample Signification, and imports. a E 
"certain*Complex or Collection of all Vir- 4 
_ *rues::. For, „ e 

ig of the Word Fuftice, he alone can be 
. accounted *Fuft, who is in the State of 
SGtace; that 1s, free from all mortal Sin: 


* 
>» 
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For let our Dealing be never ſo fair and 


upright in Relation to Men, if our Souls 
be tainted with any one mortal Sin, we are 
void of this Juice, and reputed Uniuſt i in 
the Sight of God. So that the Meaning 
of our Saviour's Words. is, that unleſs we 
be more virtuous and perfełĩ than the Pba- 
riſces were, we ſhall not enter iu the Ning 
am of Heaven, | 
It is therefore a Point of great Impor- 
tance to inform ourſelves exactiy in what 
. Particulars the Virtue of the Phariſees was 
defective; and by conſequence in N 5 
Quality or Degree of Virtue we are boun 
to ſurpaſs them, under Pain of eternal Dam- 4 
nation. We plainly ſee here is nothing/lels. 
Saat Stake than our eternal Salvation: Ger 
, Saviour's Words are poſitive, that unleſ our 
Juſtice abounds more than that Hebe cribes 
and Pburiſert, we ſhall not enter into the King-' 
dom of Heaven. Since therefore *cis ĩmpoſ- 
' fible to comply with any Obligation, unleſs: 


n know what 3 it is, 'tis doubtleſs bur 
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rtain Dil potions, i eſſentially 8 
for the e g thcle T rea urts,, and at- 
taiding _ this 1475 phy Lie: He tells. us, 
1 5 the Seribes and Phariſees were void >. 45 
theſe Diſpoſitionz J And 1 unleſs: we c- 
- quire.chern, and.ſo ſurpa ifs them in Virtue, | | 
we hall periſh My. Ought we not 
th _— with the utmoſt Care, what 
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we may take care to avoid the 
. on which: ty were Ship-wreck'd, or Fer 
\. {© Theit firſt Defet was the Pride of their 
Hearts; the two chief Branches | whereof 
Were A prefumptucus Opinion of their own 
 "Holmeſs and Merits, and a great Contempt 
—of others: This proud, Opinion of them- 
_ "RIves, and Canternpt of br orig was cli 
 "occafioned by their. 'ExaQtneſs' in all 
"outward Duties: Nor is this to be'wonder'd 
at; _ becauſe all outward Actions being 
clear and viſible, and they imagining: that 
all Virtue conGiſted In a punRual, Perfor- 
mance of 150 5 they ht themſelves 
112 and free from 


licy e 
72 ai Senſe of their « own, Unnortive 


und "Miſery planted, themſelves 
"fre him Pole -upright, With a certain 55 
. of Confidence and nee, 4s If they 
FE raid im Vick die ig 

ouehe um, 

| he Mercy td Pardon 
X the Corp ion pf 
* ed 1 Hearts Wing aka eee from 
them by their e Le they were 


* entirely, void of chat Fömbie Dipottion 
recommended by St. Paul, which obliges 
Bo 0 10 wort 0 our Salvation in "Fear and 
1 „ Trembling 5 
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of their own 2 . 


' Phariſee, related in the 18th 


whom he ſaw Poe 
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ty God the Wounds of our Souls, and have 
Recourſe to him with Confidence indeed, 
but a Confidence wholly grounded on his 


be ee ad tr rf Fir . 7 


Chris. 
But this preſi 


Birth to a ſecond criminal Diſpoſition, no 
leſs odious in the Sight of God than the 
Tn 40 viz. their Contempt of gurl 
his appears in the er of 
-hapter * 
where, inſtead of making a 


St. Luke; 


Humble Confeſſion of his Sins, he recites l 
long Catalogue of his own good Works, 


a thanks God for that be was not ſo bad 
a other Men, particularly the Publican, 
g at the ſame Time 
ay, this contemptible 


in the Temple: 


Opinion of others, and vain Conceit of 


themſelves, was carried to ſuch a Height, 
that they ſeparated themſelves from noted 


- Siwners, as from Perſons unworthy of their 
a ation, or even to touch any Part 


of them: For it was upon this Account, 


that they were ſo highly ſcandalized at our 
bdleſſed Saviour, who refuſed not to eat 


: and drink, and converſe with Sinners, and 
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Tyembling; to lament daily before Almigh- 
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rmitted a notorious . to waſh and ki 


aſs his Feet. 5 
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a great Opinion 
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y thro 


REA 
5 aces, oo g to los pale, that 
-- the World might have an Opinion of the 
* They choſe certain 

| — Thorough-. 


- 


Thorough-fairs of the Town to pray in, that 
8 by might take Notice of 
they diſtributed Alms, they 


in proud; as the Phariſees were? By no 
Means; becauſe a faithful Performance of 


| in f * ; | 

gion we-profels: Sanden ar „ 
dommanded by che Church, muſt be rei- 
fog Devotion mat Morning and Even» = - 


ing Devotions n 73 
faſt and pray, frequent the Sacra _ 
at-the' facred My(- x — 


ments, and be 
R and other ſy | 
and ſuch an offtward Decency, as may give 
+ -+Edifieation: to alf that ſee us3 final, na 
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Moral Entetainments. 
But we muſt not ſtop here, nor flatter 


OE that this alone ſuffices to Sal va- 
| For a Chriſtian may be condemned, 


Pageantry of Piety and Virtue, becau 
n b . or dr Shell and Outſide of 
Devotion: And therefore farther Care muſt 
be taken that our outward Actions be fo 
accompanied with ſolid Humility of the 
Heart, and fincere Charity to our Neigh- 
door, that we may be as truly virtubus in 
the Sicht of God as we appear to the 
Eyes of Men: So” that it is a 
Error to imagine the bare Performance of 
outward Duties is ſufficient to Salvation; 

-becauſe Salvation is not to be attaned 
without true Virtue, and all true Virtue, 
_ theo" it manifeſts itſelf by outward Works, 
lis ſeated in the Heart alone. Whoever is 
-moſt bumble, meet, and patient; moſt-cha- 
ritable, mortify d; and reſigned, in all T hings 


tothe Will of God, is doubtleſs the moſt 
28 truly virtuous; and, by conſequence, who- 


ever is neither bumble, nor meek, nor pati- 
ent, nor "charitable 10 his Nei eighbour, nor 


* * -mortified in his Inclinations,” nor e to 


the Will 'God, is not at al] virtuous, - 


in'A rance, 
Pride, Ambien. Preſump Wor ourſelves, 


1 or 4 Contempt of — are all great Sins 
SB . 
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hatefur to him, than Sins that are counted 


infamous amongſt Men, An er, and the 
other Apoſtate Angels, are tful In- 
ſtance of this Truth; for they were only 


guilty of Pride, and yet that Sin alone 
transformed them into Devils, and threw 
them into everlaſting Flames, | 
The Conſideration of this Truth ma 
ſerve as a moſt effectual Preſervative 
againſt an over-weaning Confidence in our 
on Virtue, and Contempt of others for 
Faults, of which we are not conſcious to 
ourſelves: For how well ſoever our out- 
"ward Comportment may be regulated, it 
being certain on the one Hand, chat we are ö 
all more or leſs guilty of Pride, "and wholly 
uncertain on the other, to what Degree we 
are infeted with it, it follows, that we 
can never form a poſitive Judgment, that 
we are more virtuous than our Neighbour, 
tho' we ſee him fall into Sins, o which 
our Conſcience is wholly clear; becauſe, 
for ought we know, our Souls may be ſo 
2 with Pride, or other ſpiritual Sins, 
as to be more criminal in the unerring 


udgment of Almighty God, than thole © 


whom we deſpiſe for Sins of a groſſer Na- 
ture, w we know ourlelves not 


guilty, 
= Opinion of them- 


Bu beſides the proud 2 
— which Fe were Tos 98 


and bir 
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ſtand charged as 1 hare ae 
| 7 int s do for and. — 
- An: Which Deſire-of Vain-glory- 


beſt Actions, deſtroyed 
tay — 
other Reward 


4 —— 
Men, fo our Saviour told them, they ſhould 
nene | 

le n certain, that to make any Creature 
r la End, i ateributing to it that Ho- 
tg is due to God alone, who, as 

— gy ſo is he the af End 
Alk Creatures void of Rea- 


choir whole M 


with a Free-will, bas 4 od ing 
himſelf of chooſing the End and Motive 
\of his Actions? But this Capacity is 


created; and mee this is no 
God 8 hen wow he ar”; u 
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3 Lope is as a Biaſs upon his 
lich continually moves and turns 
reer and 
therefore if our Hearts were clear from all 
inordinate Affection to Creatures, we ſhould 
Have no earthly Biaſs to turn * n- 
tention from Almighty. God; nay, we 
mould then moſt certainly love God above 
All Things; and-whoever. regards Almigh- 
_ ty God as the Object of bia principal Love, 
will eaſily perſurm all his Actions for Love 
of him; chat: is, with a ſincere Intention 
10 pleaſe him in this Liſe, and a hearty De- 
_ ire to: poſſeſs him in the next. For what 
an be more eaſy than a ſincere Deſire to 
leaſe: a Perſon whom we ſincerely. Love? 


hat more caſy than to aim effectually at 
Deen e Objee: with 
the Love whereof our Hearts are ſtrongly 
and ſovereignly poſſeſs d ? So that the Rec- 
_ * gifying of our — in the Performance 


even of the moſt ordinary Duties, is not ſo 


Aiſicult a Thing as ſome ſeem to make it. 


Love, and do what thou wilt, ſays St. Auſtin, 
meaning the Love of God: Becauſe that 


Love will of itſelf lead us to Intention 


de ought to have in every Thing we do; 


und we r 


n — ne VT 
_.  frabl 


e 0e of Almighty God, if we 
: ſinctrely-loye him above all Things. 

Howeyer, ve muſt obſerve, that this u- 
tention, though never ſo pure, of pleaſing 
God in every Thing, cancels not the Obh- 


one another, according to the Order eſta- 
bliſhed by 'Almighty God. Servants are 
1 bound to . endeavour to Pleaſe 


Mere. "de 


*gation-we have of .contenting and pleaſing 


idgrried Porto gies, this Daty' reciprocal- "7 


ly to each other. But my Meaning i 
| ve are bound to comply 


7 thall chertfore conclude with this 4 ex- 


cellent Iaſtruction our Saviour gave to the 
Phariſees, hec_oportuit facere, & illa non 


\ omiltere. It behoveth'us to do the one, and 


both with thele | 


+ 


not omit the other. We muſt imitate the 


: Phariſees ſo far as to be exact with them in 
the of all. outward Duties, 


that by our good Example, we may mutu- 


ally encourage one another in Piety and 


- Virtue: But we muſt alſo be caretul torec- — 


_ "tify-our Hearts by a ſincere: Intention and 
8 * 8 _effeQual | 
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his eng Willin the Perfartnante —＋ 
We muſt follom them in a diligant Brace | 
2 — we pro- 
2 1 1 
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the Poor: Du we muſt) hem 
Uncharitableneſs/irt: j 
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— 33 
eva of Tepidity, the” abſolutely 

rible” to Kh 14 Lace 
N 54 wich ſome Dangers, in which the 
other is not concern'd; and is in Effect 
Jo difpleafing to Almighty God, that he 
theatens the e e eee Sepa- 
"ration from him; 
to make out in His E tertainment. But leaſt 
Perſons of a ſcrupulous Conſcience ſhould 
by Miſtake appropriate - to - themſelyes, 
what belongs do Ways to then), becauſe 
their State is diametrically olite to 
that of Tepidicy' I ſhall firſt 
large the Character of a tepid ot 
Chriſtian, that they wic ate concern'd, 
may ſee ue Cmnetg in it, abd they. who 
"art bot, may not be frighiten'd with Dat- | 
Sp wh which. AF *. the greateſt Diftance 


1 ein bas epitomized the wile 
Character of a luke-warm Chriſtian in this 
ſhort "Sentence, © Tepidys eff, gui inter Fi. 
 tutes e Vitia flufuat. He is dne that 
Waver between Virtue and Vice: For 
he is in a kind of middle State between 
the Zealbus or devout Chriſtian on * 
Hand, and looſe ae on the other 


to be coun 
1 World, 


dia a the Truth 1 intend —@— | 


as e . 
Naſters at once, and divide himſelf | 
"between God ,and the World, OE 
*gratify. Nature with all the Conveniences 
and Pleafures of this Life, without for- 
ſeiting his Title to the Rewards of the 
next: For bis chief Buſineſs is to pur- 


wn.” cul Heaven at as eaſy a Rate as is poſ- 


Able d renounce no more of preſent 
| Satisfy ien for it chan be muſt needs, This 
"makes him always inquiſitive to know 
5 the exact Limits of any Obligation; and 
-rho* thete appears in this a Concern not to 
| tranſgreſs, 1 it proceeds however, from an ill 
"Root, viz. a Fear of Over-doing. So 
that whereas Perſons of à tender Con- 
"ſcience are commonly apprehenſive of fall- 
ing ſhort of their Duty, che tepid Chriſtian's 
. greateſt Care is never to go beyond it; and 
he is always more afraid to cy too much 
than too little. 
It is ue, he expreſſes an Abhorrence 
"of walking in the broad May; becauſe the 
_ Goſpel! declares 'it_Jeads.to ell and ever- 
laſtin Ferdition, which he ſays he is re- 
ſolved to avoid: But he is for enlargin 
the narrow Way as much as 7 be; an 
for that Pu is always pro Jed with a 
* go69 Stock bf Caſes that 575 r Liberty, 
* and may ferve.upon Occaſion to bring his 
erer oveF to his Inclinations: For 
nee he knows Te, ghd under Fun 


er 
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of. cternal tion, to ke. both the 
e of God, Yrecepts-of 
"the Church ;. therefore to dere his bein 
too uneaſy Under the Burthen, he uſua 
endeavours by forced Interpretations *to , 
accommodate them ſo to corrupt Nature, 
; that Coriſcience and Self- Love may be both 
"ney. at once. In a Word, the. higheſt 
itch of Virtue he aſpites to, is to ayoid 
great Crimes and mortal Sins : But as to 
2 5 Sins, he is ſure they will never damn 
bim; and for his Part, he's not ambiti- 
ous to be a canonized Saint, but will be 
- ſatisfied... with any Place in Heaven; To 
that if any Dilpure ariſes betwixt his Con- 
| ſcience and His Inclinations, he examiges 
not "whether the Matter in Queſtion be 
lavful or unlawfal, but whether it be a 
venial or mortal Sin. If he judges it to 
Dd but venial, his Inclination generally 


Principle We pretends 
ok Bom by, 54. which gives 
te moſt. plauſible Chlout to his Actions, 
is, that all Virtue conſiſts in a Mean; that 
e any kind are blameable, and 
1 I hing ought to be done with Modera- 

tion: For he pretends to be a great Loper 
"of moderate, 478, AS eld both © leſs 
dangerous and more laſting: And with- 
0% all Diſpute it is 8 olden Rule of 
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hearing Maſs: Perf 2 tio: Prine 
of PNG "Hi ds 15 to 


Wt? this « e Airs 
05 contrary; 
| . citich Goth Garcly Bearing xk 1 5 pend” 


a conſiderable Part of the” n Pra Ying, 

We] and. ſuch Hike holy 15 5 B 
tepid e on in his m 

Wis e Theſe. two; and thereſore, 


Rep Maſs indeed, if de can dd it with: 
" Eaſe; be having Aiſchirged. this Duty, 

N ig haps in rey negligent Manne 
| Io Ges no'.Scruple to ſpend the reſt o 
dhe Paz idly, and for the maſt p part 95 
* chan other” Days not defect net 


To 


* e 5275 as is manifeſt to e 
2 - Again, The Church opliges alf to 
—_ - fels and communicate at Za er 3 fupp 
m bein de every obe's Concern to 
LL this Devorion as viten 28 they ſhall be" em 
EL viſdby theis Directors. Now Libertines 
mae as lite Scruple ro negleck this Duty 
as tlie former": Whertas zealous Chriſtians 
take Care to have Recourſe 94 2 Foun- 
ins of Grace f regularly once a 
vnch, and are Cons wbtingwich them” 
ft rhe Dilpoſitions necellary to partake of 
1 Bleſſings they contain. But the . 
Ciuiſtian' "thinks it too troubleforne x Ta 


Annot properly” be ca tied Fang 15 4 
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rmed oftner than he muſt negds:. 
Or, if he comes to the. Sacraments once: 
| every If Year or Quarter, - tis generally 
with ſuch a lame Preparation, that it were 
haps better for him not to come at all. 
or, though once a Quarter bgy abſolutely 
N too ſeldom, yet once a Tear is too 
Gen to abuſe the Sacraments: And truly, 
there is Ground enough to fear, that one 
who conſults his Eaſe, and follows the Dic- 
tates of Sloth in every 5 51 that * 
Relation to the Concerns of his Soul, 
as many Sacrileges to anſwer r, 8 as 15 
makes Confeſſions and Communions in (has, 
lake-warm State. , 
But *tis no Wonder the tep pid Chriſti 
ſhould thus make bold with the ee 
the Church, ſince he treats. the Go 


0 be p 


better. Chriſt commands usto ſeek, 5 55 Fa 


Kingdom of God. Now profligate Sinners 
live 951 they had no Faith Me a future, 

State; whereas zealous Chriſtians bew 
plaialy in the whole Conduct of their Lives, 
that they have nothing ſo. much at Heart, 
as the Salvation of their Souls; for the 2 / 
curing whereof, they ſtudy to pleaſe, God. 
in alf their Actions, avoid the dangerous 
Liberties of the World, and deprive them- 
ſelves, as far as their Circumſtances will per- 
mit, of every Thing they apprehend to be. 
an Obſtacle tO it: But the tepid Chriſtian 
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: He follows the 
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Irregularitics, and encroaches upon 


1 
che 
Commandme as far as. be winke be rouge 


in any thing notori- 
e never aſpires to any 
Degeee of ails and therefore never 


Comes near it and his very beſt Works | 
are commonly ſo faulty, that their Defects 


outweigh their Metit. Is a ward, he uſes 
his Soul as unmercifully as a Mifer- uſes 
his Body; endeavouring to keep it guſt a 
live and no more. 
Now, though this be the general Cha- 
racer of a luke - warm Chriſtian; yet every. 
Part of it is not equally applicabie to all: 
For Tepidity has many Branches, and eve- 
ry Branch its ſeveral 1 con- 
of thoſe that are concerned, ſome 
are leſs than others. Let every one 
then take to himſelf the Part: that belongs 
to him : For by chat.he may in ſome Mea- 
fare: jnchin in what Degree of Danger his 
eternal Concerns. are: wes a ho, 
on viewing the Picture I have drawn, | 
it reſembles him in every Feature, he may. 
conclude his State is full of Danger. The 
main Driſt of this Diſcourſe is to convince 


without tran 
ouſly crimi 


8 
to the Abuſe of the Sacraments, might | 
fice, I ſhall now add ſome tarcher Proof, 
to render him ſenſible of it. 
1 CG 1 have 
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I have obſerved in the Beginning of my 
- Diſcourſe, that theſe Words of St. Jobn, 
. # would thou wert cold or hot, &c. import 
no' leſs, than that the State of Tepidity, 
though abſolutely preferable to that of Vice, 
is yet attended with ſome Dangers, in which 
the other is not concerned. It is this I ſhall 
now endeavour: to make out, by ſhewing 
in the firſt Place, that a luke-warm Chri- 
ſtian may eaſily imagine himſelf to be in 
| God's Favour, when he really is in mor- 
tal Sin; whereas the palpable Diforders of 
a Perſon given to Vice, reſcue him at leaſt 
from this Deluſion ; and in this Reſpect 
the Condition of the one, is as much worſe 
than that of the other. as a hidden Diſtem- 
per is more than one that diſ- 
covers itſelf by manifeſt Symptoms; be- 
cauſe the very Diſcovery of a Diſtemper 
A at leaſt one Step towards its Cure. 
No, that a luke-warm Chriſtian is in 
greatDanger of falling under thisDeluſion, is 
manifeſt from the very Caſe of the Biſhop 
of Laodicea, to whom the Words of my 
Teert were addreſs'd by St. Foby. For this 
unfortunate Perſon not only honghe himſelf 
inthe State of Grace, but even rich in Merits: 
of Hearts, reveal'd to St. 7obn, that his 
Soul was in a moſt lamentable State; and 
therefore order'd his Apoſtle to write th 
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to him: Thou ſay} thow art rich, and 
encreaſed with Goods, and thou know? ſt not, 
7 art wretched, and miſerable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked':: Which Ex- 
preſſions carry doubtleſs too terrible a 
Weig ht to mark out any other State than 
that of mortal Sin. 
And has not every luke warm Chriſtian, 
tho? like the Biſhop, he perhaps feels not 
his Conſcience charg'd with any Thing that 
is criminal; bas he not, I ſay, Reaſon 
enough to apply thoſe Words to himſelf, 
and ſuſpect they delcribe exactly his Caſe; 
will appear he has, if we but reflect 
that the Biſhop was tax'd with. nothing 
but Tepidity; and that this alone had 
conſumed all his ſpiriraa] Treaſure, and 
reduced him to the miſerable Nakednefs 
and Poverty deſcribed by St. John. For 
ſince like Cauſes . naturally like 
Effects; does it not follow, that where 
there is a Reſemblance in the one, we 
may juſtly fear there is ſo in the other? 
This alone ſuffices to ground a reaſon- 
able Fear, that all luke-warm Chriſtians 
are more or leſs concern'd in the Biſhopꝰs 
Caſe; and that Jike him they are not only 
Poor and naked, but alſo blind enough to 
think themſelves otherwiſe: I ſhall however, 
Produce fome probable Reaſons, both for 
the one and the _ from the very Nature 
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a vi of 


"that reſtleſs Member; and 


over - careful to obſerve the ar heir 
Hearts, will eaſily become guilty of. 


how i K poſſible 
eee 


nn Place 
Map he ges be every ha ad Prep, 


with all the Care imagina 
Ie — * and dan- 
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of Tepidity, and the \princigal Branches of 


it's Character. 
And Tf, as to the negligent and heed- 
-warm Chriſtian, | 


this alone may ealily betray him to many 


Sins, whereby. God's Grace is fork 
and that without his being aware of 4 


1. To many Sins of Omiſion; which are 
chiefly: d by;Heedleſneſs and Want 
| 2 2. To numberleſs Sins of the 

e ; which can only be prevented by a 


nt Reſtraint and Bt pap — 2 
of Thought ?, as raſh „ aan unlawful 
Sc. which thoſe who are not 


"Then. if we conſider the innumerable 
Snares, the Devil has every where ready 
to intrapthe heedleſs - . Chriſtias, 
but his Neglect and Want 


Life,. unleſs he pick d and choſe his War 


ble? Now the 


gerous 
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gerbus Precipices, and we carry the Weight 
of corrupt Nature every where with us; 


nay, and the Devil is over and above ready 
to puſh us down at every Step; and can a 


Perſon, that walks heedleſsy amidft ſo man 


Dangers, nn. to eſcape without many 
Falles „Tis true, he often feels them not, 
and that completes his Misfortune, and 
makes good what J have faid, viz, That 
he may often be in mortal Sin and not know 
it ; becaoſe the ſame Neglect that occaſions 
his falling into many Sins, makes him of- 
ren overlook them, and paſs them by un- 
obſerved; _ 

Bur, if we Iikewiſe conſider the ſmall 
Account a luke- warm Chriftian makes of 
venial Sins, and his aiming no higher than 
to avoid ſuch as are mortal, this is ſo dan- 
gerous a Diſpoſition, that whoever is con- 
cern'd in it will find, in the making up of 
his laſt Accounts, that he has play'd Booty 
againſt his own Soul, and been only in- 


de lunge, thar one who affetts to be 


cipice ſhall not ſometimes lip into it; « 
that a Perfon ever diſpoſed to encreach 
2 che Commandments as far as he thinks 
| he may withour tranſgrefſing mortally, 
ſhall! nor often miftake his Abs and and go. | 
beyond! tle Bound he * * , 


C 3, 


/ - duftrious to cheat himſelf: . For how can it 
always venturing to the very Brink of a Pre- 
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From all which Reaſons it plainly follows, 
that a luke-warm Chriftian may eaſily ima- 
ine himſelf to be in God's Favour, 3 
be really is in mortal Sin; which, as I told 
Jou, is the firſt Reaſon why his Condition 
may in ſome Reſpects be ſaid to be more 
. dan ous, even than that of open Vice. 
| he Second is, becauſe, conſidering the 


28 W of his Diſtemper, he! is in greater Dan- 


of always continuing in the ſame State: 
For whereas barefaced Vice is of itſelf a Re- 
proach to the Party concern concern'd, and his 
guilty Conſcience is every now and then apt 
to give him ſuch uneaſy T houghts, as may 
in Time help to bak him into a Deſire 
of changing his Condition; the luke-warm 
Chriſtian on the contrary, being rarely con- 
cern'd in any viſible Diſorder, i ines 
all is well, and thinks of nothing leſs than 
a Change of Life: For not percei | 
any Thing conſiderably amiſs in n mel, 
he is very well fatisfied with the State he 
b in: Nay, many Times takes no ſmall 
Vanity in comparing himſelf with the Li- 
bertine, and wonders how Men can be fo 
| wicked : Thus inſtead of humbling himſelf, 
and daily lamenting hisSins beforeAlmighty 

95 God, he rather takes a certain ſecret Pride 
in judging himſelf much better than his 
Neighbour z and we may eaſily conclude 
"OF is but little * of 3 
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in-a Perſon, who has not yet made the 
' firſt Step towards it, by being ſenſible of 
the Danger he is in; not reflecting that the 
Slathful Servant mention'd in the Goſpel, 
was condemn'd, tho' he had no other Crime 
but Soth laid to his Charge: And thus the 
luke- warm Chriſtian uſually runs on in 
joining Hopes of Salvation with a State 
perhaps inconſiſtent with it, till Death 
opens his Eyes, and undeceives him when 
it is too late. 5 8 | 
But before I make an End, I muſt turn 
my Diſcourſe for a few Moments to an- 
other Sort of Chriſtians, as oppoſite to thoſe 
I have hitherto ſpoken of, as Fire is to 
Water; I mean Perſons of a ſcrupulous 
Conſcience; who out of an exceſſive Fear are 
apt to take to themſelves every Thing that is 
ſaid only to alarm Jooſe Livers into a Senſe 
of their dangerous State. By Perſons of 
a ſcrupulous Conſcience I mean thoſe, who 
tho' they have a ſincere Deſire to ſerve 
| God, and an earneſt Solicitude to fave. 
their Souls, are always upon the Rack, and 
diſſatisfied with every Thing they do. If 
they be aſſaulted by any Temptation, they 
| conclude immediately they have conſented 
to it, thoꝰ they really deteſt it in their Hearts: 
Their Prayers, Confeſſions, and Commu- 
nions, thoꝰ perſormꝰd with a Seriouſneſs and 
Application, with which they ought to be at 
E 25 04 Eaſe, 


— 


34 Moral Entertainments. 
Eaſe, are all wrong in their diſtemper'd 
nate 


E nb con Perfons — 1 ions ſeri- 
frequently aſſured ir Direc- 
tors, that they are co — this Weak- 
| neſs, (for *ris of theſe alone I fpeak) theſe, 
F fay, ought to be no more alarm*d with 
what they read or hear concerning the dan- 
gerous State of luke · warm Chriftians, than 
if they ſhould hear a warm Invective 
againſt the moſt ſcandalous Vices practiſed 
in the World, of which they certainly 
F know themſclves not guilty: For let them 
but conſider every Part of the luke · warm 
Chriftian's Character, and they will find 
it to be as far from ting their Caſe, 
3 the Fiche of a Camel is from repreſent- 
5 W : 
A ſupine Neglect in the Concerns of Sal- 
vation is the Characteriſtick Sin of the Luke- 
warm; whereas an exceſſive Solicitude is, 
on the contrary, the Fault of tie 
lous. The L warm lay themſelves, open 
dd many great Sins, by contemning thoſe 
| eee ee n ee 
| contrary, er a conti panic 
Terror, and as the Pſalmift, defcribes them, 
- trembling 5 Fear, where there is 
_ aw Grand o The Lake warm con- 
ſulr their En \ af Duties relating both 
eo Prayer, * and the 3 
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whereas the Scrupulous make. them a mee” 
Rack of Conſcience, and an inſupportable 
Burden: to their Souls; The Poll ee 
are as ſlothful- Servants doing every nt 
by Halves z. and the Scrupulous | "are liks 
deudging Slaves, perpetually and 
Groaning under the ſweet Yoke of Jeſus © 
Chrif. Finally, the Luke- warm are ho s 
too apt to preſume upon God's Goodneſs, 
whereas the 2 to Al- 
mighty God as an unmerciful Taſk-maſter,. 
or one that lies upon the Catch to find 

Fault, and reſolved P 2 them no- 


* P 
oppoſite Diſtempers ſeem to have a Re- 
ſemblance; I mean, the Difficulty of their 
Cure ; though the Cauſe of this Difficulty 
in the one, is wholly different from that, 
in the other, The uſual Root of it in 


ſcrupulous Perſons is a ſtrong Prepoſſeſſion, 


that heir Direttor docs notunderfand them. 


and render uſeleſs prove wow wn eng 
by Almighty. God for their Cure, 
it depriyes them of the Comfort 
5 Cs and 


bances and Anxieties of theſe pious Soul 


— 


| vice alone they 
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all the Candor and Sincerity he is capable 
| of, *tis morally impoſſible his Conſeſſor 


| ſhould miſtake his Caſe, or form a wrong 
Judgment of him. They who are free 


dle Obedience to their: Director in 


and Aſfiſtance of the Perſon, by whoſe Ad- 
can be cured. Now all I 
can fay to this whimſical Pretext (but I ſay 


it with all the Aſſurance imaginable} is, 
that when a Penitent has for — Times 


laid open the State of his Conſcience with 


m Scruples, and, by conſequence, the 
beſt Judges in the Caſe in Queſtion, are 
fully convinced of this Truth; and if Per- 


— darkened with Fears and Apprehen- 


fions, will not ſubmit to the Judgment of 


thoſe, who ſee Things in a clear Light, 


tis a Sign they reſolve not to be cured. But 
if they are ſtill willing to receive Advi 


the beſt Thing they can do to be deli 


from this — Evil, is to pay an hum- 
every 
And 


Thing relating to their Diſtemper: 


in order to diſpoſe themſelves by Degrees 


to this entire Submiſſion, 
3 heartily convinced of the following Truths. 


muſt be 


1. That Scrupuloſity is no commenda- 


dle Quality, nor a + pwr Sage but 


a great | Hinderance to it. | 
2. That there are dangerous Exceſſes as | 


well 8 b 12 and chat over- : 


1 ng ot 
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2 is a Fault as well as falling ſhort in 

any Duty whatſdever. Eh: 
3. That they ought not to regard Al- 
mighty God as a cenſorious Spy upon 
Men's Actions, but as an indulgent Father, 
full of Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, partt- 
| coy to thoſe, who ſcek {incerely n 
93 That the Yoke of Chriſt is not 4 
tyrannical Law | impoſed to oppreſs Con- 


fort and Safety 
| 5. That a Conſcience darkened with 
Fears and Scruples, is a enn | 
and never to be truſted to. 

6: That to follow the Judgment of Di- 
rectors, which is acting according to God's 
Appointment, is both ſafer, and more ea- 
ſily anſwered to God, than to be governed 
by their own Wills and Fancies, 
And laſtly, that the plauſible Pretext of 
not being underſtood, or thought better 
than are by their Directors, is a Snare 8 
of the Devil, intending thereby to perpe- 
tuate their Diſturbances, and and render chem 
incurable. 5 
' Now to return to the Luke- who 
ſtand more in Need of Cauſticks than Le- 


in their Way to Heaven. 


is to meditate frequently upon Deato, Judę- 
— che Eternity of 3 the < ſmall 


ſciences, but to conduct Men with Com- 


nitives; the beſt Advice I can give them 
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"He that love bs Be, Ab uh i. 
K . ii. 28. 18 


THESE Wards of Chriſt. are appli- 
- cable} to all the glorious Martyrs, 
* whole Feaſts, aps yearly folempized. by the 
hub: For they truly loved their 


2 i Blood for the Honour 
2 55 3 their ay word oo and in 
* Proof ol the 


ſtrongeſt 
— —ę—¼⅜ 
+ ever. to him; ſince they were willing to 
that Happi ineſs with tlie bittereſt 
r 
_ . .-- But:how can ordinas . — 
© the-heroick. Virus of 


- Appropri-. 

| ay yy iy wad og oy of Wit- 
, _ neſs as by his Sufferings gives 

due Trab of the Coll A 


* * Chriſt with their Blood, 


fore all thoſe that : have ſealed the Faith of 
= ri Ty. the —— 
4 wigs 3 f 
their Lives, they gave 1 Teilen, 
and became authentick- Witneſſes of 1 
Truth of the Faith they — But 
ſince the Occaſions of this Martyrdom are 
now but rare, the Generality of Chriſtians 
are no otherwiſe concerned in it than in 
aration of Heart: I ſay, in Prepara- 
tion Heart,” becauſe all are bound to be 
ſo diſpoſed as to be ready to lay down their 
Lives rather than renounce their Faith, or 


; - abandon the Cauſe of Juſtice : For who- 


EF „der of 


ever is not ready to ſacrifice all he poſſeſſes 
in the World, rather than offend God mor- 
ally, has the Teſtimony of his own Con- 
| Frience againſt him, that there is ſomething 
in the World he loves more than God, and 
that by con he is already guilty of 
a2 mortal Tranſ| againſt the firſt and 
| greateſt Commandment of the Law, which 
is 70 love God above all Thin 5 - 
But, as I have already told you, there is 
— or Suffering 


for Chriſt, the Obligation — 0 "bring | 
grounded upon then very Cove we 


made with God, and NG to at our 


Baptiſm, is wholly i inſeparable from the 
Character of a Chriſtian 3 and therefore 
begins to affect us as ſoon as we gs” 
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the perfect Uſe of Reaſon, and only ends 
with our Lives, This m con- 
ſiſts chiefly in the Mortification of the Will, 
and its Dying to all the Luſts and irregu- 
lar Inclinations of corrupt Nature, and fo 
is properly call'd an Evangelical or Spiritual 
Death. Tis call'd a Spiritual Death, be- 
cauſe it is properly the Effect of the Spirit 
within us, and ing. the 
Deſires of the Fleſh tis alſo call'd-an_ 
Death, becauſe all the moral 
ts and Maxims of the Goſpel have 
aà Reference to it, and inſtruct us in the Me- 
thod of it. And therefore whoever has 
the Patience and Courage to vere his 
whole Life in thus dy ing to himſelf, may 

— be call'd a Martyr of the Goſpel 3 

uſe by ſo doing he gives evident Teſti- 
mony, that he is throughly and cally 
convinced of the Truth and Holi ſsof its 
Doctrine. 

But to give ſome eee che 
proper Nature of this evangelical or ſpiri- 
tual Death, I cannot ſet it in a clearer Light, 
than by ſhewing how in all its Effects it 
reſembles thoſe which a corporal Death - 

— in the Body: For in the firſt 

lace, as violent Pains and certain | 
lings between Soul and Body, are the uſual 
Forerunners and Attendants of a 


| , ſo * is not to be 
attain d 


proportion'd to it. 
„ : 5 4$+- 8 5 * The 
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is puts an End to 
between Soul and Body, ho ths prope 
fe& of a fpiriruat Death, is to break off 
that Corre ndence with the Fleſh, which 
is only entertain'd by thoſe, who therefore 
are properly call'd ſenſual or carnal Men. 
This is the expreſs Doctrine of St. 4 
Rom. viii. where he diſcourſes thus: 
who are after tht Fleſh, 4 mind the Thing 
the Fleſh, and they who are” after ! 
pirit, do the Things of the Spirit. But ye 
are not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, if ſo 
3 Spirit of God dwellath in yon. 
* ee art her, ye ſhall Die ; 
but F through the $ mortify the 
Dees of the Fleſh, ye pull love. © 
By which Words, St. Paul; 
underſtand, that a Chriſtian, is dead 
to the Inchnations of Nature, is {6 
| hte y the Spirit, as to renounce afl 
nul Correſpondence with the Fleſh, And 
therefore in che öch 
Epiſtle, having ex the Romans to 
conſrder themſelves as dend to' Sim, he ex- 
plains himſelf thus, ler nor Sir ner 
* mortal Body, ſo as to obey'tho 
Taft thereof; which is as much as to ſay, 
G1 b 680 is dead to Sin, yields not tu 


us to 


ing 


of the ſaume 


0 THT: 


Pie 


_ 


ing it as an Enemy 


us not only from Sin, but all Tem 
to it. However, as long as the Soul k 


gal Correſpon 
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to God, declares War 
againſt it, is watchful to avoid its Snares, 
and rejects all its Temptations with Horror. 
For this is to be truly dead to Sin, and to 
have broken off all ſuch Correſpondence 


with the Fleſh, $63 COntrary to the Law 


of God. 


For as long as the Soul 3 3 
mortal Body , and acts þy n 
7 he Senſe, tis impoſſible we ſhou] 

ſible 3 3 this being a 
reſerved for the Life to come, 
—— the happy Change of our State will 
deliver us from its Corruption, and reſcue 


the Reins in her own Hands, and is ſo 


- Miſtreſs of the Will, as never to entertain 
any ſinſul Suggeſtion voluntarily, nor act 


upon any ſinful Impreſſion, there is no ille- 
dence with the Fleſh 5 nor 
can the Soul in this Caſe be ſaid to be alive 


to Sin, tho' ſhe be never ſo ſtrongly ſoli- 


cited by it; becauſe the Life of the Soul 
is in the Will, and as long as this yields 


not, but remains immoveable to Ba ſo 


long we are morally dead to it. Soſthat as 


yielding to the Solicitations of corrupt Na- 
nn is an undoubted Mark of a ſenſual 
Life prevailing in us, ſo there cannot be a 


better Proof of the ſpiricual Death I ſpeak 
* | 2" 
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of, than to remain unmoved under all its 
moſt violent and repeated Aſſaults. 

. Theſe are ſometimes the Effects of l- 
tural Conſtitution, and are apt to raiſe 
ſuch dark Miſts about the Soul as hinder 
her from ſeeing herſelf,. and diſtinguiſhing 
between Suggeſtion and Conſent ; but they 
are much oftner the Remains of paſt Ha- 
bits of Sin: And therefore the Parties thus 
concerned, muſt not be either ſurpriſed or 
diſhearten'd at the Frequency or Violence 
of ſuch Aſſaults; on contrary, they 
muſt expect them, and prepare themſelves 
accordingly ; Nor need they fear any Pre- 
judice from them to their Souls, if they 


neither occaſion them by ſome freſh Fault, 


nor entertain them with deliberate Reflec- 
tion; for tho? the wilful Diſorders of their 
Lives paſt be in ſome Meaſure the Source 
of their Temptations, yet it being ſuppoſed 
that they are now retracted by a fincere 
Repentance, and become the Objects of 
their Hatred and Deteſtation, all the Influ- 
ence they have upon them is merely natu- 
ral, and cannot affect them with a moral 


Guilt, which muſt always be voluntary 


either in itſelf or its Cauſe. 1 
— Now from this Effect of a ſpiritual 
Death there follows another, wherein it 
reſembles the corporal one: For as a cor- 


* 


„ r. 
che Body, aldho* it leaves the material 
Saure and, Organs of the Senſes, yet 
dftroys the Uſ they are deſigned for by 
Mature; fo a fpiricual Death, by the fore- 
mentioned moral Separation of the Spirit 
from the Fleſh, altho' it leaves indeed the 
real Powers of Heariny, erg. Taling. 
and fo forth ; yet it reſtrains the Uſe and 
Exerciſe of them to ſuch a Chriſtian Mo- 
deration, as to retrench all fintul, dange- 
rous, and even many ſuperfluous Acts: For 
35 1 74 who wa dccording 7 . 
Irit, and truly .defires to die this ſpiri- 
tual Death, 1 himſelf bound 1 5 
' to gratify his'Eyes wich all forts of Ob- 
jects, nor his Ears with all forts of Enter- 
tainments, nor his Palate farther than che 
Support of Nature, with, a due Regard to 
Derency, fequires : Neither does he only 
2 felt all RY Faces, —— 1 C 
ing ill Company; delighting himſelf. wit 
Diſcourſes Sende o God, or injurious to 
. His Neighbour ; looking at immodeſt Ob. 
Fe orinikin 75 wagon Rules of Tem- 
R# os „ and.the e bur he alſo refrains 
rom Many Diverſions and Pleaſures; chat 


are wholly indifferent in themſelves 3. be- 
cave; co they be indifferent in themſelves, 


. they de 8 dan 4 1 their Conſe- 
quence, by engaging the Heart in an im- 
Wn 5 "bv them y an there 


is - - 
33 
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fore chooſes rather to d himſelf of 
them, than by enjoying to expoſe 
wa e n Danger of offending. Al- 


hry God. 
ut 1 have now repreſented only one 
Part of the Ma om reer Chr f 
ſtian hay. to fi g from the Cor- 
tion and Fad 2 his natural In- 
clinations, which, Uke rebellious Subjects, 
make. a continua! War upon him, and 
_ oblige him to thoſe Self-denials, without 
which they cannot be ſubdued : But * 
ſides this inteſtine War with ourſelves, 
have a no lefs troubleſome Conflict 18 to tl 
tain from the Malice and Injuſtice of the 
Fork. ** with its dae Aga | 
ecutions, is always to oppoſe the 
generous Deſigns of TY who ſeriouſly. 


reſolve to model their Lives by the Rabel 


of the Gol 
As for ; if a Perſon, that has 

Vie . ghts trough 

or 

Me. Grace, ſenſible c 

bis State; and thereu 
his e e 1k 

regular Hours, ſeparates on 

Allemblics he uſed to frequent, addicts 

himſelf to Prayer, and other Duties of a 

Chriſtian. Life ; ſuch a 5257 muſt expect 


n World; it will treat 


— 
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him as a Deſerter, and be revenged of him 
| m__ hav] ' abandon'd its Cauſe : He will 
map Subje& of Men's — and e 
u Stage at every erry- meeting o 
5 Companions: If he has a weak 
Side, will be fure to find it out, and 
expole i it in the broadeſt Light: will 
put the. worſt Conſtruction upon all his 
Thing hs give an Aggravation to every 
* fanny him, and a ſpiteful 
that ſhould recom- 
his is Ne T ronment a Chri- 
mul prepare himſelf for, that has 
id Farewell to the modim 
Vie of the World, and embrace a Life 
conformable to the Marims of the'Goſpel. 
We have another Inftance hereof, rela- 
ting to the Obligation all Chriſtians are 
under, of not revenging Injuries or Af- 
fronts: The Goſpel 2 forbids to 
take Revenge, or 1 Evil for Evil; 
and the World preaches up a erl. ä 
Doctrine: If therefore, TN a Princi 
. of Conſcience, and in Compliance 5756 
the Command of Chriſt, a Perſon puts up 


Diner 


- a. confiderable Affront, ſuffers. it, as he 


ought to do, with a Chriſtian P „ and 
| demands no Satisfaction of the Author of 
it, he mall be poſted up for a Coward, and 
become the Seon of al that ſtile them- 


. flye Men of Honour, A terrible Temp- 
tation 


\ 
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tation to Fleſh and Blood! And yet it 
beyond all Queſtion, that a Chriſtian s 
bound to ſu r this, or any other unjuſt. 
Reproach, rather than offend. 1 
God: For our Saviour has expreſly 
warned us, that whoever ſhall be aſhamed 
of him. and his Words, of bim ſhall the Son 
of Man be aſhamed, when he ſpall come in 
s Glory; that is, whoever ſhall, through 
Shame or Fear of Men's Hatred or Con- 
tempt, conform himſelf to the finful Wa 

of the World, ſhall at the Laſt Dyke 
diſown'd by Chriſt. 

However, the Trial is yet harder, when 
the Wotld chreatens a Chriſtian not only 
with Deriſion and Scorn, ber Loſs 
of Liberty and Forfeiture of Goods, in 
caſe he refuſes to comply with certain Pro- 
poſals, as the eſpouſing an unjuſt Cauſe, 
taking unlawful Oaths, and the like; which | 
he cannot yield to, without wounding his 
Conſcience mortally : For here a frightful 
Scene of Miſery and Want, the Ruin of 


Children and "Family, the numbetleſs 


Temptations of Neceſſity, and «a long 
Train of Sufferings, will preſent *them- 
ſelves before his Eyes, and preſs hard upon 
him for a Compliance, as the only Means 
1 revent theſe Evils: And what then 


Our Saviour has fully anſwered the 1 
| ion 


a Chriſtian: do in this hard Caſe? 


14 1117 
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both themſelves and their Families, mere- 


ly to gratify an extravagant Humour, or 


ſome criminal Paſſion? And ought not 
then 2 Chriſtian to be at leaſt as bold and 
ventureſome to pleaſe God, as Sinners are 
to pleaſe chemſelves ? Ought he not to 
give as Teſt 

a Cauſe, as Sinners do of theirs: in a 
Wieleed one ? The Calc admits of no Diſ- 
and it is a clear Proof of what I 


have gc, 


id. viz. that a Chriſtian's Life is a 


Life of Combat and Trial; and that every 


one, who males the Goſpel his Rule, will 


have Suffering enough to entitle him to 


the Honour ot being a Martyr of it, tho“ 


the Hand of the Executioner: His Mar- 
tyrdom is a Death indeed; but a 


it) crucifies the M urid to us, and us to the 


World Finally, tis a Martyrdom, wheres 
and Executioners, and which muſt: laſt as 

ab % lis... bus . 
I ſhall conclude my Diſcourſe with a ne- 


ceſſary Reflection in Reference to the Pa- 
rallel I have made; 
corporal Death is incapable 


be more dead than another / A ſpuiti 


Tom, IIiI. 0 Death. 


ies of his Zeal in- 


he neither ſheds his Blood, nor dies under 


5 
which only deſtroys the Body of Sin It is 
a Martyrdom, which (as St. Paul deſcribes 


viz; that Whereas a 
becauſe one dead Body cannot 22 "=; 
” 


uidifpenſable Qbligation, every Chriſtian is 
FE EVE TIpT ji 
Wortd; as ta be heartily diſpoſed do dacri- 


$ 

iſpeſuion in his 
Hurt, (and God ſees whether he has it or 
noh chas not yet attaitd co that Degree of 
18 City, whictv confiſts in an eſſectual Pre- 
ference. of Cod before all Things, and 
Dat as ta hat regards the utmoſt Per- 
ſocdiom af his Spiritual Dwath, we are not 
bound to attain effechualiy wo it 3 for then 
thererwotild be no Diverſiuy of Mankons 
mi Hawn We ought. however 0 deſire 

| and endeavour it according to the. Meaſure 
our Strengib, and to be ſtill making 
ſatne noacer A towerqs it; for it 

w be hut ſtill moving forwards, we can- 
not eil of Attaining at length to the Hap- 
peine Almighty God has (prepared for 
des chat love him Gncerblyy.and-dferve | 
Vim to the utmoſt of their Power. -- - 15 


9 


W. 


"= a”. 4-77 &_ > = oc. ft. £5 3t.. MX. 4 a& —i 3% 


— — I OOO 


1 i; vin, Tho fot not temps 


Iv © 5 ,4 $+wuw% Is 5 WW aw OOTY 5 


1 


Miro) derum. 51 


The ene — 


ot Tempring GOD. - 
the Lord 
PO Math. iv. 3 oh 


116 was our Savicur's/ Anfwer to 
the ſecond T of the Devil, 
who being baſed in his Gr A 
Chriſt, was to take him up to 
the Battlements of the T. le, and chere 
to him to throw imſelf head - 
long down 4 chat by ſo doing 
he would ſhew his Confidence in God, 
who had x er that his Angels would 
tate care 2 in thetr 
Hands, 2 any time bei fion daſh his 


9 — — But our Saviour ſoon 
Tempter with the aboveſzid | Dy 
Anſwer, - r * 
the Lord thy God us thereby, 


that tho? God has-allo-charged bis Atgels 
us no Privi- 15 


to wo Pan, chis gives 
Þ dir on ry . 
4 and that to | 

Now this contains a Leſſon both | 

I and Extent; ſince not My 


mportance 
w — Do is concerned | 
2 p 
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in it, but almoſt every Action of human 
Life may in-ſome Meaſure take Directions 
from it ; for it teaches us, that in all Con- 
cerns, whether of Soul or Body, we are 
bound to have Recourſe to the ordinary 
Methods appointed by Providence for their 
Preſervation or Improvement: and that 
ee TY SO W . 
ing upon ex ry Ways, in- 
curs:the Guilt, of that Sin, which in Scrip- 
tare-Languoge 3 is called Templing God. A 
Sin, which perhaps of all Sins in the 
Weid a m practiſeq, and leaſt under- 
ſtood : The Subject then of this Diſcourſe 
ſhall be to mark out ſome of the moſt ge- 
* Faults, e Men. eee 
„There arenumberleſs Ways of nps 
Cad, by a culpable Neglect either of Soul 
or Body; ſor ſince Providence has charged 
us with the Care of both, we cannot ſatisſy 
this Obligation, unleſs we ſhew ea reaſona- 
ble Solicitude in providing for the Good 
and Welfare both of the — 2 the other: 
However, ſince the Care of the Body is a 
Duty which Men are "Yr + more apt 
do overſtrain than neglect, 1 
my Diſcourſe to ſuch . agents * 
_ as regard the Soul 
5 "Firſt then, all thoſe Rand charged-aic 
| the Guile of Tempting. Cod, ho 3 9 
1 markably 


L 4 


ll-confine 
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markably negligent in the Duty of Prayer : 
The Reaſon is, becauſe Prayer is a general 
Remedy againſt Sin, and a general Means 
to obtain whatever Helps we ftand in 
Need of: It is the Channel through which 
all Bleſſings from above are conveyed : It 
is the Key that gives us Acceſs to the Trea- 
ſures of Heaven: It is our Sword and 
Buckler in the Day of Battle, and our Se- 

AA in Time of Peace: Finally, it is 
our ſtrongeſt Defence againſt Sin, the beſt 
Support of Virtue, and the daily Food and 
Refreſhment of our Souls; which therefore 
can no more maintain their ſpiritual Life 
without it, than the Body can ſubſiſt with- 
_—_ Competency of ouriſhment and 
E Aug ure bot hen? whe Bete bb 
holy Exerciſe, = with the Guilt 
of 'Tempting Gd? For is it not evident, 
that they are either bent upon their own eter- 
nal Ruin, or have Preſumption enough to 
expect chat God will affiſt them with his 
holy Grace, + notwithſtanding their wilful 
N let of what Chriſt himſelf has ex- 

inted as a Means to obtain it: 
Aſt, es $ Chriſt) and ye Hall receive ; 
ſeek, and ye ſpall find ; knick, and it ſhall 
be opened to you. But theſe Nothful 
ſtians will needs receive without aſking, 
and have Heaven opened to them without 


D3 being 


% 
| 
4 
| * 
| 
i F 


they ſpeed, for the moſt Pa 


fall 


Cod who enter upon any 
out firſt endeavouring to 


if hey implore bis Ai 
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being at the Trouble of ing: But 
for as they aſk not, . 
and thus their Weakneſs daily 
more and more upon them, and God for- 
ſaking chem in the Day of Battle, they 
ef courſe a Sacrifice to the Malice of 
Secondly, All thoſe are guilty of Tempti 
Site of Lite mig 
ſelves the Favour and Hea- 


ven, by uſing, all Chriſtian Means to. dif- 
poſe themſelves for it: The Reaſon is, bo- 


cauſe there is no State of Lite, whether 
Publick or Private, met Lux en 
tick, Solitary or in Soc 


0 


heatcy P if they | 
1 
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mlly, if they lay aſide all Motives ſug- 
geſted by corrupt Nature, and aim chief. 
at God's Honour, and the ſaving of their 
Sauls ; ſuch preparatory Diſpaſitions as 
theſe cannot fail of engaging Heaven, both 
to dirett them ia che Choice of their State, 
and aſſiſt the an EIGEN the, ow 
ties of K. SY TL } 
"Mi Du, alt bow few rake this Method, | 
even de any Thing that comes near it? 
Let but the cuſtomatry Way of Perſuns en · 
<ering into the Bonds of Wedlock be an 
Anſtance of it: For how is it young Per- 
Jons uſually: in;thjs i important Un- 
dertaking? Do ew: make it their chief 
Concern to diſcover and obey the Will of 
God? ls the Proſpect of * likely ſe- 
curing in that Way their eternal Intereſt, 


d princips! Motive that determines them 


it? I every Thing done regularly, 
und wich a due both to Decency and 
the-eſtabliſhed Laws of the Chyreb 2 Fi- 
nally, is Care taken that the Bleſſing of 
their heavenly Father, and a large Portion 
of his holy Grace, without which they 
cannot be truly happy, be pat wanting? 

- Nothing leſs than all-this + For, , * 
3005 Motive that determines them in the 
OCuhoite, tis for the moſt Part purely hu- 
man: their Thoughts being either w 

— worldly DI or am- 
Ty ing 
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- "ing no farther than to gratifß a'preſent In 
 _ \elination, Hence the Concerns of T 
World are uſually left to take their C 
and the Will of God, which ſhould have 
been conſulted in the firſt Place, 15 either 
paſgd by wholly unregarded, or only made 
bie of as Pram to Intereſt; or other Mo- 
tives: For tho his holy Will be many 
Times pretended, it is, in effect, the Will 
of Fleſh and Blood” has the whole Ma- 
nagement of the Undertaking z as is very 
evident, particularly im their Caſe;'who, pur- 
poſely declining the Advice of Parents ar 
Friends, carry Things on with an affected 
Secrecy, engage themſelves Hand over 
Head by private Contracts, and the better 
to proſecute their under: hand Deſigns, Rick 
not to tell a thouſand ſtudied Lies, back'd 
many Times with Oaths and Execrations, 
to deceive thoſe that might adviſe "them, 
or” inform them of the Will of God, if 
they had a Mind to know it. But this is 
not their Buſineſs; if the preſent Paſſion 
dee but fatified; tis all they aim at: And 
© - What can it avail them aſter this to make 


ſome Applications to God, when the whole 
Buſineſs is in effect concluded without 


bim, and carried on ſo far, that there is 
no going back without Violence to Juſtice | 
and the Laws of God 7" For can they 
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thus raſhly undertaken, or by an Afier- | 
Approbation become an Abettor of their | 


Irregularities? | 
they reap, fix the wol 


And therefore 
Part, as they have ad and their uſual . 


Portion is a long Train of 9 880 Dif- 
tes and 


ficulties and Sorrows, endleſs Dif] d 
e 
epentance; W y en in 
mutual Ayerſions, not only makes their 
Lives a Hell upon Earth, but endangers - 1 
their being unhapp py in the Life to come: 
For, truly, tis no, Wonder they | 
proſper, no better, when having, by their 
raſh and indiſcreet Engagemen eee jolly for- 
ſeited the Bleſſing of their heavenly Father, 
and the proper Grace. of the Sacrament bf : | 
e Ley neither have V irtde to di. | 
LOG Fee Bu nor Strength to bear 
Fg ct et State; 7 9 5 ſo theß 
uk of court under A VAT of mana 
Bp el thoſe then man i 
A are not I 
of Tempiing Cod, who, l ar guilty. | 
their beſt to put themſelves oder Nis Pro. | 
tection, are violently hurried on by Inte- 
reſt. or —— 8 REES. | in an 
Engagement grea cern? 
The can be hot Doubt of it; ſince in ſo 
they muſt have the Preſumption to- 
* dat _ mo your them with bis 
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holy Grate, whither they uſe any 


Endea- 
 vouts to obtain it or not; — is wilful- 


the ordinary Meatis a 
| enever Tom a Or- 
der eſtabliſhed by him. * 4 
_ "Whirly, All ner Od in u 
| fotbrivas Nfarmer, who contiove in the 

' Sins, iy Hopes of fepenting in their tat 
 Sicknek: Reafon ia, becaofe a finful 
Lite being the direkt Road to 
Peraſtion, W hope that foch 4 Lite 

tertnifate in  bappy Death, is to rei 
wb ro Heaven walking on boldly in 

ay that Teads Uifealy'to Hell: 

hi is this but u oft Pre- 
V foo? Since all tde Grotmd Men 
have to hope for Satvation is a vain 
dence the Devil inſpires chem wirh, 
t tho? they run on in a Courle of witfy 
Fo is long as Life and Health will per- 


neglecting 
nd withdrawing 


n 4 at 
; Xx * 


| | 
mit, God s will notwithfkanding have Com- 


paſſion, on ther in heir lat Difreſs, and 
by the Power 'of an Never Hell jor i 
Juſt in 


feſcue them from the Jaws of He 
| the Nick of Time. 1 
CILICEISSTIN 
ma appen, as it did in 
* But fince this 
of an extraordmary 


ſt be 175 E 57 þ — 
race, as I have fully prove in a former 
l it tollows, — * 


. ber kould v 


eu Brumm, $9 
chat to depend poſitively upon it and eren 
to lay a Deſign of living on in Sin, is he 
fame en Preſumption as to 

that God will ſnew the greateſt Favour to 
thoſe that deſerve it ſeaſt, and be the moſt 
do the moſt impudent Sinners. 


Some will perhaps afk 


——— oe Toms 


bed Co 
even wich 4 greater Security 
other; Inde Men, in all — — Are 
never more in earneſt, than - when they 
haye Death immediately before their E 
I anſwer, Firf, that this Way of s 
inight have ſome Force, if either any Sin- 
withont the Help of Ged's 

or the maſt 1 UF Site 
ſuch as have put off their Converſion to 
bee could be faved wichout the 
Aﬀeiſtance of an extraordinary Grace. 
” 1 anfwer, Secondly hat an mere ſervle 
Fray of” Gelee to —.— 
Sinner” e God, : were 

afford Security cnoogh to one that 
15 the Uſe of Reaſon to the laſt: 


can eafily* conceive,” that a Perſda 0000 
has lived L ekedly, ſhould be ſeized with 


in — Mk laſt Sickneſs, 
? Nay, why a Death 


hy Sinners may 


the greuteſt Terror at che Appfonch - - 
ea and prot fincerelythat ne repents SS 


of As Sins Sara. for” tear © of the Ptmih ! 
. ment 


| cannot. 
conceive - that a-Perſon, who has deſpiſed 
God, and loved Sin for many Years toge- 
ther, ſhould, all on a ſudden — 2 one 
and hate the other ſincerely, at * 
Wen he is in no Condition to employ the 
Ig eee mark 
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2 and-laflly;' an theſe are 
of: pe Gol, 


fully in te — ů— ä a | 

©  Kikny Thins expoſe themſetves'es it With. 

cut aug Nec: The Revlon hereof is 

uud obvious, becauſe Jod has 
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B hilt Whoever” Hal 
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mary Root of this Sin; that is, e 080 | 
n or a 


pans meet han —— > ame? | 
Tempting.Ged-in any kind; for the humble 
_ Chriſtian being always diſtruſtful of him 


through 
alſo. makes him fearful - to —_— any | 
Buſineſs of Moment, or engage bimoſelf in 
any Courſe of Life, without firſt having | 
l 


banale all bee ge ene 


| is ha from 
5 \reſolving to pur Things upon ch laſt Ha- 
zard, or pretending to make a ſinful Life 
the Way to a happy Death. This finally 
.makes him ſet a continual Guard upon 
Senſes, avoid the dangerous Liberties 
' the World, keep at the greateſt. 2 | 
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edle ſrom all Occaſions of Sin, 01 de- 


cline whatever may iaflame his Pxſpo 5 
give his Enemy an Advantage d r | 
Grant us, O God, this NA Diſpo- 


ſition; that, being truly ſenſible of our 


ndance - on thee, we may be ever 
in performing whatever thou re- 
uireſt of us. We know thou never for- 
Akeſt any, but ſuch as firſt abandon thee f 
and tu but juſt that they, who deſpiſe 
infinite Wiſdom ſhonld 
forfeir their Share in the Protection of thy 
"us 
our paſt Failings, and withdraw not hy 
Mercies from us, as our Sins haue juſtly 
deſerved ; but compaſſionating our Wealt- 


neſs, enable us with thy holy Graco be 


— 


. that 1 may 
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The XLVIIh Exxtzraumtr. 


— Of the Blind Beggar. 
rin the Ways 


xvili. 35. 


E Evangeliſt gives us a Relation 
of the miraculous Cure of a blind 
5. who fitting by the Way-ſide, and 


=o a great Throog of People 

oy. 'd what it meant ; and bing 55 
Nazareth was 
3 out to Jeſus Son of Day Ao 
Mercy on me. But being rebuked by thoſe - 
that went before, and bid to hold his * 
he was fo far from being diſcouraged, that 
be cry'd out much louder 9 {ous 
Sen of David have Mercy on me. — 
upon our Saviour ſtopp*d, and ordering 
him to be brought to him, aſk'd him what 
he defired of him ; He anſwer d, Lord 
e Which our | Saviour, ac- 
. to his uſual Goodneſs, immediate- 
granted, telling him that the Recovery 


2 2 B'S Sight was 13 Reward of his Faith - 
Wbereupon he immediately 


ſaw, and 
al Je, ral and Shrine God. 


„ 


- This is che hiſtorical Accoone of 
miraculous Cure: Now as the 

| Blindfieſs of this is 
ſpiritual Blindneſs of a fin 
of the Sight 


w bo are yet labouring 
of ſome violent Inclination, of Hab 
in: deep Senſe he had of his 


d finally his hearty Confidence in Jeſus | 
, are the Leſſons a Sinner muſt pi 
Foc iy e Pays his 


e 
1 ſhall now conſine myſelf to the firſt Patt 
of the Pauern we have before us ; and on 
mark out from it what a Sinner muſt do 
.i6 Order to obmin the perfect Cure df his 
Soul ; which ſhall e N e | 
AIR mt 1 
ES \ 


180 
. 
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eh 1e Entoteinninh. 
The firſt Thing to be remark'd in- the 
bind Beggar mention'd in the Goſpel, is 
the deep Senſe he had of his unhappy Con- 
dition in the want of Sight ; which went 
iſo far as even to make him forget ot 
_ * wholly overlook his other Neceſſities, tho 
|  otherwiſe-very" preſſing upon him: For, 
norwichſtanding his extreme enn Which 
even obliged him to beg his Bread by the 
Way-ſde; when he was inform'd that Zefi's 

f Nuzaretb was paſling by, attended on by 

ä e Throng f Pope, inſtead of _ 
. ng ſo favourable an Occaſion for the 
geicng fore auen he utterly forgot- his 

| Hunger, and made his 
whole Application to Chriſt for the*Reco- 
very of his Sight: Whence it plainly ap- 
pers, that be regarded: dis Blindneſs a3 
A and Preſſure of his Life, 
| + greateſt” Intereſt "to | de deliver d 


lies neareſt to bu Heart. - 50 7% 
Ih re chenis marked out the ft Diſpſ 
| 13 o prepare a Sinner ſot his 
ip andindeed the Ground-work of all 

- the For whoever is under the T y- 
ranoy'of any aas Paſſion, is utterly in- 
of being deliver'd from it, till he 
boſs far ſenſible of his Condition, as both to 
know and own himſelf to be W 
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Moral Entertainments. 69 
The Reaſon is clear, becauſe all che Diſ- 


hearty De- 
fire tbe deliver d from them, can diſpoſe 
a Sinner for his Cure: And ſince no Man 
can have a hearty Deſire to be deliver 
from an Evil, till he regards it as an Evil, 
and is ſenſible of his being y under 
it ʒ · it follows · that unleſs Almighty God be 
to open a Sinner's Eyes, at leaſt ſo 
av bo les hit him fee the Danger and Un- 
hax of his State, there is no Hopes of 
his Cure; all Remedies are z the 
very beſt Advice and molt preſſing Remon- . 
ſtrances are wholly loſt upon him care 
he once begins to be uneaſy, and ; 
der the Weight, of his Gofel 2 — 
Oh! chen there is Hopes of him; becauſe 
this feeling Senſe of his Condition is itſelt 


a good Step towards his Cure. ts 
He muſt therefore look upon the. ſinſul 
State of his Soul, as the - greateſt Evil that 
could have happen'd to him; nay, he muſt 
regard it as a Sovereign Evil, and his De- 
 liverance from it as the Wa and moſt 
deſirable Good of his Life: (For then all 
_ worldly Concerns. will give Way to the 
” Intereſt-of his Soul's Salvation His ch 
Buſineſs will be to ſtudy and employ the 
proper Means to compals this great End; 
and tho perhaps many other Concerns will 
call pon "im, yet rothing My be able wu 
| da e 


1 nn . 
wake him of ſrom thoſe of his Soul 5 be- 
caule he will de convinced, that it is che 


molt i Thing he tus to do in this 
Wed; which therefore ought to have the 
Ge Bac in in © Arte and be 0d | 


dhe — Stu en. 
AJtate is che firſt Diſpoſi 
Deliverance: from it, Þ i o — will 


be toi -with an hearty and-eager 
it: For no Man can naturally 
be ſenſible of i great Evil, but he muſt be 
deficous to remove it from him ; and when 
this Deſire is once fix'd in the Heart, all 
Endeavours towards it will follow of Courſe. 
appers pl ou Bp the Conduct 
| | the Children of chis World; who as they 
=. uſtially eager in their Defires, Jo are 
| they eager in their Purſuits. 
A Perſon, — 2 has a conſi- - * 
derable Fortune in View, takes all the 0 
| Pains and Precautions: bp 
_ \- Poine: He makes his 


| in him un unweari- 
ed e and every he ſays 
| e * q hne has 
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in Yiew:\ And hew comes this? Because 
A on e = 


K takes bis e 9 
3. When be has an earneſt Deſire of 
85 9 blind Beggar 1 of receiving 
nothing Wu not to 
N Importance: 
E 0 a pt nfo ee . 
in to know and. 6 

1 00 of God in ey 4 
for his Deliverance from che un- 


88 bich be is fallen: B 


WOE. all, we} will "9p, Owen dane joke | 
portunity of Ig paſſin 
e ; RY laylaſt Hold of it, tiets | 
0 beſt Advantage . wo 
C 57 N or g - | 
"ans For if this poor. M ad not been 


go. the Wat let Jeu, pals 
2 5 2 iboats to 7 haj 


— 9 ET. offer — 
aln ; e cont 
indas be was, o his ane ugh y a 


This rtainly. - happens. in a iricgal 
Maca . Sper who neg ecting 


| the. precious oments that are. ſometimes 
35 5 apt the bye ler = Ba Mercies, hav = 
er . Anki tte: 


"For 


CFR 
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ich Reaſon the Propher go . 
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bat even in thi; 
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1 . without” managing ſo 

his Soul's Salvation, who when he 
will return again tf Way? "The moſt 

per Time chen to make his Application 

} his Saviour and Redeemer is when he 
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to the Bowels * Mercy: It is then 
inſine he muſt cry out with'all his Force, 
Feli, 'Son of David, have Merey on me. 
his was the Blind-Man's Prayer, when 
be was inform'd that %% of "Nazareth 
aß paſſing dy. But what” Rappen d to 
him upöt it? bey wwe Went befurr re- 
buked bim, to make bim bald bis Peace. But 
he, iuſtead of being diſcouraged at it, cry'd 
out much louder than before, Ze/irs,, Son 
David, baue Mercy an me. And ſo mata 
Sinner do who feriouſiy 'Trefolves to ve s 
Soul. If the World, like thoſe wWiie re- 
buled the poor Blind- Man for crying ſo 
loud, and would needs have impoſed" (ence 
on him; if the World, I ſay, offended 
with his Zeal and Fervour, clamburs againſt 
him, and with its Cenſures, Raillefies, and 
Perfecutions endeavours to diſhearten him 
from ing his pious Deſign, he 
Trials of this Nature; ſince the Holy 
Ghoſt has fore warn d us by the Pen of St. 
Pau, that Whoever will live godly in Cbri, 
- ſhall ſuffer Pirſtcain: For the Wer 
Tom. III. 1 wil 


| | 
1 
| 


* of 


World. _ | 


f rid will, of him For 
If de be concern'd At it, abe Uncafigels.ir 
will 7 — 2 ra moſt - 


, „ s 5 
13 42 . e violent So- 
1 nn yield 
3 A deſiſt from any 'onger 


1 
Wiſts when hard Gon | 
| ann Get "__ aber 


. | * dug h 
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ef bis Soul | 
Perſeverance | _ 


fl loude 
'__ _ Eeptable to God, as it is uſually diſple 
\toM Heaven is to be Laing 'Vio- 

; Ne and it is the ih l an unwea- 
5 L Tieverance in Prayer muſt ; 
1 Bat then Care muſt be taken, that ic be 
= atteiided with that other Diſpoſition, whi 
. as our Saviour himſelf has intimated, . 
1 the finiſhing roke to the Efficacy of the 
Ff Beggars Prayer; I mean, a hearty 
7 Confidence in the Goodneſs and Power of 


Him to be brought before him, and 
aſked” him what he deſired he anſwered. 
Lordi that Tuggen g. He: 
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e Fer our Saviour having or- 
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| Adaral Entertainments, 77 _ 
cher, doubeed af bis Power nor Good-will;_ 
dut being fully aſſured" of both, he conft- 
deny NEO bis Petition to him, Which 
our Saviour immediately granted :; ſaying, 
Receive Sight, thy Faith bas mad thee © 
whale, The true Secret, therefore, ta. ob- 
tain che Cure of all our ſpiritual Diſtem- 
pers, is to alk it with a hearty; Confidence 
in the Grace and Mercies of our Re- 
_ deemer z- as, on the contrary,” one Reaſon 
why. our Prayers prove often ineſſectual, is, 
wow Nie 2. 25 E g 
y Diſpoſition ; for. in 

all our Truſt. in God, and maki itn 
Addreſles-to him with an unſhaken Faith, 
and entire Dependance on him, we either 
have a ſecret Confidence in our own Strength = 
and Induſtry, or a Diffidence of his Good - 

neſs, or the Power of his Brace. 
 , Tr bs true, if a Sinner e eg | 
bur himſelf, the Number and Enormity of 
his Sins paſt, and the preſent Difficulties. 
he has 40 ſtruggle wich, afford. Matter for 
ſuch melancholy Reflections, as ſuffice to 
wake bim-deſpond : But when he turns his, 
Eyes towards Jeſus Chriſt, his Saviour ang 
Redeemer, and conſiders him as an inex- 
hauſtible Source of Mercy, and yeſted with, 
a Power equal to his Goodneſs, does he 
not then diſcover ſuch ſolid Grounds: of 
Hope, as will not. only remove all Di... 
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Ke 
Up l F 4a x the 
, aſſured COpHGence 0 Succeſs 3 ( For ma 
be ö bes zan E che nithſel - 
b e vey great, bat che 
Ne? > of Redreiner ate yet mfinicely 
: My Wovtids are dap „ but” 
 netfiing s "iMetrable 10 ice Hagd of an 
MN | 9 Did he not come 
| > | if the Werick ie Ke Sinners? My be. 
1 bell x Sinner oogtit not to diſcourage 


| 3 \% FEES. EF 4 Skate in the Bleſ- 


beſto y: Take Cobräge 
FN what Reaſon haſt thou to 
defpair, unlels it be of thy own Strength? 

|, | For chou can'it do nothing of thyſelf; 
* \ 88 ſy nt of Bk Brine of rey, 
who'is r 570 ech. With: Con- 
by} S_ 

pens 2 4 with” Confidence to 
Grice; and there-continue 

- 7 7 855 Toe Mercy, until: the Divine 
Goodneſs, moved with his earneſt Prayer, 
ding 90 bis Soul what Chriſt ſaid to the 


id | Mais 27 Fi if made thee 


ee e Hove ente and 
3 \ what; by God's Bleſfing, he now finds a 
1 Hates to Sin 7 fired in his Heart, 


1 (1 his egy gon ur a be Mallee | 
Er <a BE Tring ene, 
e * 


* <> . wid N 
- ky af” 
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l God's Ho cy La which. 

Symptoms of a Da 

- muſt gon follow his Guide J 
firther, ind alſo imitate the 

or Bo Neri of che Beggir"affer the 

Recovery of his Sight: Which ſhall de he 
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lowed Na, ani-glorefed Cod. Luke 
081292; 0 10 Et = Nu Wo 
lar 2944 of "4 nao! * 28 * Riten dg: 0 
N my laſt Diſcourſe. I dre ſome mo- 
70110 Iaſtructions from the blind Beggars 
Behavior, he moved Chriſt to 
have Compaſſſon on him; and from. the 
| took to obtain that Bleſſing, I - 
marked dut the moſt conſiderable Steps Dy 
which a Sinner muſt en the Fhroae' | 
ol Merey, in order t obtain e Grace ; 
of wiperfe@ Converſion, and the Cure of ' 
his Soul: But the Gratitude of this poor 
9 ha FR IG, in the 
E 4 Praiſes. 
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and for wat Pry bong par, 
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N ſtowed upon bim. $6154 246324 1 . 
| God for en 9 


W eit 
as ſoon 
— prot hip praiſing and. 

God : te, was ſo. cranſp 


and 76 cane de, 
Remembrance;of the e e had. be. 


At e e chat to praiſe and glorify 
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This appears 
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by. Chrilt, and ſent to ſhew themſelves; to 
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finite, 


in this World. Now if chi 
twixt Man and Man, how u 
ly muſt Almighty God, 


his Creatures is infinit 
the Sin of „ 
9 E 5 


1451 
the 


firy 
Juſt 
ro 
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pen un Creatures: + 

mndfe} of Favotirs' rebtivedz and \xtwly. 
en them, draws down a continual 
on of freſh on the Soul; 
every Act of Praiſe merge — 
. to God, is not only 
bim in- Firt of Payinent of 
owe him, bit as a Waun that moves him 


5 guy God, 
de is it demanding it for all Bleflings, 

_ fpiritoal und temporal: We read, in the 
= Teſtatnent, chat he cominand- 
et Mobs: 

to de Rept yeafly, in Memory 
_ ighg Favours he had beſtowed: upon 
3 as their Delivery from the Egyp- 
1 | Hig their © miraculous Paſſage 
wage ee Ned. Ses; his giving them the 
| | and feeding them 


to inflituze ſeveral (ſolemn Feaſts 
FI 


* * 
— 
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We 


* | « a a N . $4 
with Manns in the Deſart; ſome of which 
kept in the dirs) | 


People's Minds the Remembrance 
Favoers they had received upon thoſe. 
Days; and encite them to-@ grateful Sepſe 
and Acknowledgment of them : Sacrifice 
of Thankſgiving were offered, and Can“ 
ticles were lung to praiſe and glorify us 
the Author of thoſe Bleflings : Ang leſt 
ne Meuning of thoſe Ceremonies ſhould . 
ever be forgot, Moſes expreſly commands 
an Partnits to explain them to meir 
Chiidren ; that ſo not only the Cere- 
hem night be tranſmitted downs 

| Ages: g i | * thy Som (us. 
an aſt iber in Time o cam, hing, 
What" mean tbeſ Laus, theſe Ceremonies 
ani Rites, which abe Lord our God has 
commune, u bon batt. ſay unte bim, 
Wi were Pharaoh's Slade in Egypt, and © 
the Lord brougbt us out of Egypt with.a 
6 | | 1. IP's & + | 
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„ Ae Rereeneteem 


has commanded us'to:obſerve theſe Low: and 
_ Cereinonics. Deut ui 20 nts 
Thus you 8 Ronny — 4 
Petuate the Memory Benefits, by 
commanding it to be handed down from 
reren erer „And for what 
other to perpetuate. 
1 and make them 
ſerifible, „beſides a: laſting. 
in from: them over and 


"thereby de 


| Gift of God, ſo his Perſey 
de qwiog 19,3. Continuation of the fame, 


my merciful - 
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86 | id 

merciful Bounty tourds him ; ſince it ig 
an undoubted Truth, that if the Hand 
which healed him be not always: ready to 
_ ſupport bim, he will moſt eobreinly ia 
back inte his former State: So 
that it ig his Intereſt, as well as Duty, to 
do his utmoſt to prevail with God not to 
withdraw-from him the merciful Hand, 


to Sich be owes his Cure: And ſince 


more . effetual to draw 
on him, chan a i} 
Senſe of the Favour already 
ceived 3 his Care muſt be to fix it | 
in his Heart, to thake it the daily Su 
of his Thankſgiving, and never ſeave of | 
g and-glorifying God wirt all the 
owers of his'Spul. It isctrue, there are 
many penitenrial Does em which a Pe- 
nitent may de juſciy en as Being in- 
conſiſtent wick his Circumſta nces: For if 
be be poer, du cannot ge Ams z if fiek-" 
ly, be vannot last nor many other 
Mortiſcations; which-perhaps would other- 
wile Wh proper ; nor can he ſpend fe'muchy 
Time ick Prayer as ud be. bequired, if 
the necefſfify Duties ef a lawful 
will not allo of it: All cheſe then wi 
ſometimes admit of 4 Diſpenſation ; but 
te Duty ol Gratitude adnlits-of none; 
d Pretenee can t him jrom ĩt hei- 
- on TONY, 3 2 


there * ain 


ments, are any Hindfarice to it, but rather 
_ furniſh him with ſo many different Occaſi- 

ons of [ſfing this Advice of St. Hani 
to the Theſſalonians, Chap. v. 186. Give 
Thanks'in all Things; for: this is 'the Hill 
of God in 7 4 Cbrif. So that when 
Gratitude is hly fixed in the Heart 
ea Penitent, 'cis as 4 perpetual Sacrifice 3 
tis à Fire that never ceaſes to What 
Way ſoever the Head or Hands are em- 
ploy d; becauſe the Heart is equally free 
under «a Circumtances _ Engagements 
of the Body. 

Oh! how truly ſenſible was the Royal 
Penitent of this Duty, when he 
cried out, Lord, thou baſt broken my.Chains yz 
to thee { will offer up @ Sacrifice of Praiſe {. 
How. was his Heart 4 when he 
made this ſolemn Declaration: I will — 


what feeling Senſe of Gratitude did he 
breathe forth theſe pious Words: Bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul ; and all that is withutyne 
bleſs his Holy Name :. Bleſs ib Lord On 
2 . ; 
forgives uities thy 
Heakneſſes 3 — thy Life from 
1 thee, xvith 38 
Kindneſs and muder Mercy ! Pſal. cit. Thus - / 
ſpoke the Royal Penitent; and *tis plain 
2 Soul: ſpoke in an | 
| Plain | 
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ceaſe to fing the Mercies of ie Lord? With 
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Converſion: For, from that Moment 
de neat luis Sacred Perſon: 
3 it her. Glory 
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of, her Comer, by ſecking all pu 


SEE 


een upon thi | 
_ _ Ghriſt himfel,) and+by Divine Inſpiration 

__ recended m Foy Writ, go ſer ve as an ever- 
laſting Monument of het Gratitude to him: 
She followed him in his greateſt Diftreſs, 
eben hen he was forſaken h his Diſciples: 

She expoſed herſelf to the Inſults of the 
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who or ei her whole Heart, ſhe X 5 
into a Deſart, ſequeſter d irom all human 
Society, leſt am Thing of this World 
| ſhould divert: her Thoughts from the only 
hoe that. could. give ber any Comiort 
Here we have, A het. e e ©: 
toly W a, perſect Pattern of Grau- 
the chirt Subject, whereof was the 
7X of her Converſion ; ſor which 
ſhe thought herſelf bound to conſecrate the 
whole Remainder of her Life to the ſervice 
of her merciful Benefactor. This leads me 
to the laſt, Inſtruction, mark d out in the 
Behaviour of the poor, Blind-Beggar after 
his Cure: For as ſoon! as he had more: 


Sight, he immediately fallow'd 'Chrift, and 
profeſs'd: himſelf to be one af his 


Diſciples. , And fo 
: He will follow Chriſt im the 
Imitation of his Wi and Pradtice a; . 


il 


will a Sinner truly con- 


Diet and Exereiſe, for Fear of 


State: If he be por be — 
Humility and atienet of Chiiſt, in ſübnit- 
ing chearſuſy to the Nardſhips incident 
to eat Condition: If he bas 4 Farmly to 
for by kis Induftry and Labour, 
he Wilk do it im tue Spitit of Penance, and 
take for his Pattern the painful and laborij- 
ons Eiſe of Chriſt?" If he be bleſ'd with 
Plenty, he will imitate his Goodneſs; Chari- 
ty and Merey in | relieving the diftreſs'd, 
ad encourage kmſelf evit dy rememdring | 
ttleſr Mawiens &f dre thüe bur 1 
Ame uo the Poor. 2 date" 70 Giri Pinoy 
1has pril obtains Mir oy; thiat 
what Meaſure we ſhall meaſure out ib orbers, ' 
u tbe une all be mbifuted but to i. 
Finally, chat Alins given tothe Poor; is but 
N Ih their Fand, to putchaſe 


8 Vie to dat r a Perſon Mo 
r&overd of ſome very great Sickneſs; who 
is therefore obliged to contirjue” a er 
a Re 
And this will determine Wim to a — 
Practiee o Devotion, and a ChriHian Män- 
ner of employing his Time: It will con- 
viner him of the Neceſſity of daily Prayer” 
of” having frequently eee n | 
tains 
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MiraFEvtertiinntints” on 
trains of Grace, and nourithing his Devotion | 
with readin "of gobd Books: Por Who- 
| ever propoſes to Rimſeff the exact Obſer- 
vance of Ff God's Holy Law, and takes it 
ſeriouſly to Heart as 4 Condition neceſlar 
be e of cop; fe, be ſolici oy 
| 2 himfelF of the s in — 
it: Ari therefbfe when he finds, upon En- 
| ies that Prayer and the Sacraments are 
the moſt powerful Means to attain to this 
great End, as ws orfain'd\ by Chriſt 
Fei; he will infallibly conclude; chat 
he carmot pretend to he in earneſt, if he 
either lays 
ouſly” the Uſe of them. - 
 Exftly; . be convinced that he has 
an Obligation, over and above what many. 
others have, to be always a faichſul· Se 
and Follower of Chriſt, by Reaſon of his 
ſt Sins; For he has been g Rebel againſt 
im, and by his bad Example has perhaps 
drawn others into the ſame * Guile,” What 
other Co ſation then can he make him 
for having graciouſly received him into 
| Favour after che many Treaſons commit- 
ed againſt bim, than to do what he 
to repair the Scandals of his Liſe paſt, 
and promote the Intereſt of ſo mereiful 
a Sovereign, by appearing now ds te- 
ſolute and zealous in his Service, as he'was _ 
before an Enemy to it: He W i 
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ſavory th Thing re 
Fe whereof wi 
1 1 is Neighbour as much now. 


4 Spur to excice him to a 8 


e before by his | 


Irregularites and Diſorders. . Thus will he 
| become, z true and faithful . Follower of 
Chriſt, a Diſciple worthy of ſo good a Maſ- 
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Favour. .of corrupt Nature; which, if it 
:” pretends to P's for itſelf, by alledging the 


\ _  Impoſflibiliy, of loving. an; Enemy, | 
| Jerome has already anſwer'd it, in his Com- 
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of Love and Charity to our Ene | 
e this evident, let us firſt examine what 
he has taught relating to this Subject: Fot 


3 of we or laſt Ser- 
mon preach” » the one upon the 
Mougr, the other ar his laſt Supper, A | 
Mall find this 'Dorine' (6 amply Feste, 
both in the one and the other, Bt 
is no. Room to doubt but ous Sa vi N 
Intention, in thus beginning and ending his 
Preaching with 5 n his Dips 200 
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che: Ant Serne of his Paffon; I men his 
Agony in the Gaiden, when every Word 
he ſpoke vans likce a fiery Dare ſhot from an 


burning with Love and Charity for his 
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bis having loved, being ilſo'wholly new, - 

Motive of our Saviour s making Choice of 

that Time ſor the delivering of it, was to 
recommend and endear it to u? The ve- 
ry Wotds-of bis Preamble, give ſufficient 
ren, I have yet a ſmall Time io be with you. 
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you to lay-up in your Heansthis laſt Will 
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That ye love ont another, ai I bave loved you. 

- mandment;that ye tove one another as [have 
loved you. 7} Rv. 12. Here he calls 


it bis own Cam,, by Way of Ex. 
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 terpreter, was an wont to call it; The . 
22 the. Lordo et hires — 
thought fit to repeat it, even a t i 
in cheſe Terms: Theſe Things. — 
von, that ye lrus ane anötber. John xv. 17. 
Was there ever 2 Precept deliver d in ſo 
preſſing a Manner; or in Circumſtances 
| that could give a greater Weighe and Au- | 
thority to it? However, leſt any Thing 
ſnould be to induce us to a faith- 
ful bude of: — our Saviour took care to 
1 Motives to 
us toit pre eng ary no ſooner de- 
— emer — Command, that we 


but he 
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he torttiwich- added; By this Token 
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— if ye do what. I. command 
you John XV. 14. © 3 2 
Can any one af this have Go like Re- | 
gard dn che Duty be owes his heavenly Maſ- 
43.40 harbour an ill Will to his Neigh- | 
Or can the Heart of any Chriſtian 
be ſo harden'd with Malice, — tobe 
ing Mair rr pena oem . | 
| poſe. 
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what a conſounding Sight is this, to thoſe 
S ene 

Degree, even 
friendly Manda of: pay, the . 
nag * 9 i 


any T Brother! How 

will 598 Aba Chriſt confound. us at 4 
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;o his certainly was ſuch an 


vim, 1 let us: ſtill, go 

and follow him to the Garden: © 

ni. r ſhall ſee him kiſ- 
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him the Az — But becauſe he 


faſed don after to EL his Fellow Sew | 
3 Debt of A Hundred Ponce, "Is 


my 


be Prable, 
* Mo, whereof we may read the juſt 
-Puniſtmenc”of thoſe who die without Cha- 
- _ rity ; for there is no Mercy after Death * 
them that. bew no Mercy in this Life: So 
chat whillt they refuſe to forgive and Ra 
their; Enemiey, they become the, warft ;of 
Enemies to "themlclyes.. . 


proved, in the foregoing 
it is the indiſpenſable Duty of every Chri- 
tian to forgive and love. 85 Enemies, the 
Subject of this Mall be to ſhew, that it is 
likewiſe his erveſt Intereſt to do it. 
N 8 every Man's Intereſt to 
obtain, the rge.of an immenſe Debt, 
8 Wige . , No e 
in een to Almighty God 
on 2 ohe hand, and, our Neighbour, on 
| the other; For if we.confider the Multi- 
rude and Grieyouſneſs of our Sins, and | 
' Panifhment due to, them, we | 
ourkeives i in the unhappy. Condition of the . 
| _ Seryane, who owed Ten Thouſand Talents 
to Nis Lord: But as he readily forgave him 
the, whole Debt upon biz 4 Supplica- 
tion; ſo Almighty. God is . ready:to. Tthew 
us the ſame Mag. provided we imitate 
in forme Meaſure his Goodneſs,” in com- 


Ne of our Fellow-S N 


1 G04, will. . . 
of an Hundred Pence to the vaſt Debt of 
Ten Thouſand Talents Tet, upon theſe 
eaſy Terms, God's infinite Goodneſs offers 
i is, Prom af. owe Blas: But the Con- 
dition is indiſpenſable, and if it be not 
heartily and ſincerely lied with, we 
become accountable to God for the whole 
n and may read our own 
ate in Sentence pronounced againſt 
the hard- hearted Servant in the Parable; 
which our Saviour concludes with theſe 
remarkable Words: Go likewiſe Hall my 
3 if ye from you „ Hearts 
| «tot every ane bi Brother thei To 
paſſes... Matt; xvii. gg.. 

- "Whoever "therefore has Recourſe to the : 
Bend Trl Tribunal of P in order to 
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— iſpoſitions 
ſite to qualify, him for that Bleſſing; if he 
comes wich 4 Hatred in his Heart to any 

Perſon in the World, he is utterly unwor- 

thy and incapable of the Mercy he pretends 

to: His Repentance is a Mockery; his 

Confeſſion is void ; his Abſolution null; 
and, inſtead of diſcharging bis Debt, he 
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happy, as 
in his Breaſt a ſecret 


hou 
Body, would not geſcue his 


| £5 A 228 : 
At d tue,: it is more 


mighty God: would in that Caſe rather 


enden Ae, den due foch 
3 5 an Hypocrite 00 appear 3 Champion in his 


pened at Antioch, to an unfortunate. F 
called; Sapricius, - who" had contra 
great, Friendſhip". with: one Nicepborus a 


Lo min. But us it oſten comes to pals, 


grrateſt Hutreds : theſe 
came ſuch mortal Enemi 
not endure to ſee or. ſ 


tba they could 
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Faſting aro of a Merit without it ; andthe | 


from the everlating Flames of: Heal. 


"Cauſe; as rent in aner hapy 
Qed a 


chat the-greatelt, Friendſhips turn into the 


to one another; 
ee ee 
Saget x being, | Wi 4n; his 
Conſcience, both employ'd che Mediation | 
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to make his Peace with him: But 
harden'd with Hatred, rejoted all Ferns, 
** —— 1 


Emperor ror then reigning, raiſed a violent 
againſt the Church; and great 
Numbers ee every where 
taken up, impriſon d, Sapriciut was 
taken amongſt others at Antioch, and ac · 
cuſed before the Governour of that City, 
of being 4 Chriſtian and a Prieſt; -both 
which he boldly confefſed, and upon his 
refuſing to: offer Incenſe to the Idols, was 
caſt into a Dungeon, and condemned to the 
Torture, which he fuffer d with great Cou- 


—— y | 
having his Heart full of true Chriſtian Con- 
enn ber the immfnent. Saprici 


happen d happen'd in the mean Time, — 
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Execution, 


abandon'd him to his on Weakneſs : For 
when the Executioner was juſt going to 
eut off his Head; his Heart on à ſudden 
faifd bim; nnd he who had before en- 
dured the greateſt” Tormenta, was now 


Cc 


ward of hin on Accord into the. Liit, 
gcclared! hamſeif a Chriſtian, | was there- 
ven off, and in Reward of his Charity 
carried away the glorious Cromm of Martyr- 


Dean; 
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for'kis Wan of Chariy, and laminat | 
Wart, di Meme AGING Nt 
Thi is a terrible Bap A Prieft; 
a Conſeſſur, a „ a We. may call 
him, - we conſider the 1 
ſuffer'd x utterly abandon'd by God, for no 
dther apparent Sin, than that of retuling 
t abe. yronciled: to his Enemy, An 
ample, which ought to terrify thoſe, * whe 
entertain laſtivgReletirments in their Hearts: 
For certainly never any Man ſtood fairer 
for a Cro⁹¹n of | Martyrdom, nor came 
nearer to the Brink of eternal - Bliſs, 
and loſt both the one and the other, chan 
the-unfortunate- Sapricius; We may juſtly 
conſider hint as 4'Ship-that returns (richly 
laden from a long and d Voyage; 
und is ſunk in the very Harbour: Tho 
me may ſay more „that his Hutred 
ephorus turn d ail bis _ 4 0 
| Haiab expreſſes it) into © 
was the "Raf; — al . Luſtre 


1 


ments ef his Soul, 81 chem of no 
Vatve'ia the Sight of God: 80 that althe' 
he had eſſectually received the Stroke of 
Desch, utile Almighty - 
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Eternity. xt it. pleaſed God to prevent 
it, by permitting him to fall viſibly l both 
for his Church's Sake, and to inſtract every 
riſtian, that even the moſt betoick Vir- 
Appearance will hold no Weight 
in ie 1 8 ol) che Saoctuary, unleſi 


| on nu” 


0g Appearances of 


| Ay for 3 ea of Rong ce Fer: 


— criminal ; 


eo — — we are in the 


Sin; and all our pretended 
9 And 


_ wuly; wen che Reſentment of an Injury. 
Whether real or ſuppoſed, comes to. fuch.a | 


Height, as cauſe; a Rancour in the Mind, 
and. a ſenſihle Alteration. in our Behaviour 


r the Party concern d. ſo that we 
n neither converſe with papa nor ſpeak 


y to him, nor pay 
Base lluy, we ha 
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our Souls are vnDm d with it; eſpeci- 


to overcame; Reſentments 3 and Injuries 
will ſometimez affct d, we 
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—— Charity, which is 
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pect 
a He becomes a, laſting Jilpoſition.. 
If you ſay; it is not abways in our Power | 
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e ee Nay, there are even 
certuin naturhl An k chies, which we bare 
not in dur Power to 
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Reſentment or Aritipa 7 

88 fur it *is voluntary. Nay, dem the 
one and the other are orfiftene* with Cha- 
rity” in the Heart, and we' ma 5 


mike this favourable J x patient 
when they have none 
Words or Actions to 


Party hom er fag ne or if i fie | 
| of Mel ReVinerieits of Ant rate we no 


only keep a Bridle upon ongucs, 
when we have an kahn yo by Þ 
ſpiteful Thing of the Par concern'd; 
Bat eres ter feidy 1 Fell of Bi, 
and do him ſueh good ag Occaſion 
mall preſent, we may then ſafely jud 
that, being thus ole br Chatity, they 
are purely the Effect of Nature, and the 
Will has no Share in them. ons 
. Whenee it follows, ff, that there ö 
Difference een the N 
Charity,' and a" natural Affetfion. 1 
Arſt regards our Neighbour preciſely as he 
bears the Image of God in his Soul; and 
this Love we owe to all Mankind: * The 
| ſecond regards him only as he has ſome 
Uities that are agreeable to us; which 
nne, very narrow | 
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8 1 og till our 
8 
that ne ate truly in Charity 3 there lies a 


ia our Rreaſte, that will ſtiag us to Death: 
Sanne. 


Leſſon to practiſe. Bus ſince it in a Leſion 
taught by Chriſt himſelf, ſince without it 
no Pardon of Sins can be obtain'd, andall 
other Virtues are but fo mow uſeleſs Orna- 
ments, it is as indiſpen it is hard: 
And I Le ables i is b are, 

muſt be overcome; for, to die without 


Fer eee len Sree 3-and 
it is ſo. di 


ta Leſſon to learn, we 
Gre little Encouragement to * 
it at the Hour of Death, i 

80 lect it now: For Paſſions. once deeply 
ſunk into the Soul are not to be thrown off 
on a ſudden; ſa that the ſame Hatred, whi 
accom us to; our Death. Beds, wil 
in all probability, follow us a Step farther, 
and bear. us Company to the Grave: there 
being ſcarce any Paſſion, chat when it is in- 


Wee * lg” that 'of 


Snake! in the Oraſo, and; we carry a Viper 


5 0 Ai ven <3 q urn 7 LA 
i 2 — 
The Li Entenrammanr. | A 
| l * 1 3 k 
e with. 


EDEOTSSCCSOTRAOTTSSS Ao = 


a bee ce xi. brake . his 
Ir. appears p ily from dee Words of hy 
St, Paul, that 5 Spirit of Contention 10 

is, dot a. Chtiſtian Spirit: And the Rea- * 
ſon is clear; becauſe Charity, which , a 8 
Virtus peculiarly, recommended 2 
cannot — be! * 


ins — wheres Sp | 
of Concention Ry 


living 
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_p is a common ee of 
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Becauſe whoaver contradicts-angther,. does 
notonly rob him of this Pleaſure, buepre- 
' tends to a: Superiority: of Knowledge or 
Judgment over him, at leaſt as to the Point 
in Queſtions. Which, n of Humi- 
lation co a Man's natural. Fride, cannot 


comrediied: render him more. ſeaſible. of 


it, and, hy conſequgnce, leſs able to bear it: 
For ſameare:more capricious, or ſtiffer in 


pinions: than Abend. — 


ö Thing ſtrongly 
'J Nind Mind ſo, as io bo Reaſon to 
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5 15 RE: i 


W 4. nns 


os Qua 


hs > OA kd 4 


oa © 2m _ © © @KkKkKy, oc. rs 


A. | A233 
Perſon placed fo near 10 0b. 
chat ho can ſev nothing be * 
1 i 24 tho Caſe of —— 
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Opinions 


like a Peron 


of, this Nature are: gendvilfip 
. wich kent; and to contract * 
It is the Caſe of thoſe, who lv 

G e res 
ſtrong a Prepoſſeſſiom in FuvYur uf it, chat, 
to contradict it, has 
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Opinion; which dC fails web 

generally no di Emct 

8 ſo ptepuſſeſſ d.. 


than to exa 
and give him à very ill 0 boch of 
the Judgment and good Manners of Him, 


who#declares himſelf againſt it!! 
Laſtly, there are certain wordipe Ads 
vartages; a8 Quality Riches, Power and the- 
like, which contribute very much to male 
= 2 _=_ Kit their Opinions: 
ny generally flats: 

| thoſe chat art about | — Za 
'd* to Contradiction, they” con- 
tract a certain Habirof chinking themſelves: 
in the Right, becauſe they are ſeldom! of! 
never advertiſed that they are in the Wrong. 
So that they look upon a Man, who takes 
the een ald dem as an In- 
vader of a Right, of which they have had 
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ew, tho": we not attribute this 

Weakneſs to any cular, n 

key br comes o i panic 

0 yet tis 22 
e Ct the Generality 


Men, as if they were really guilty. of 
25 hurt, and it 
— to gods -— - Ape rant becauſe, 
may inſinuate our ſelves 


e Ay 2 waited in Sd- 
Coy 3 which will naturally diſpoſe them 
to hearken * ſuch ap 11pm 
| Occaſion, wi uſeful to $ 

| . if we ſhock them by an indiſcreet 
. Forwardneſs in oppoling their Sentiments, 
beſides the Heats and Brrach of Charity it 
may occaſion, it cannot but leſſen our Credit 
them z which we ſhould always endea- 
waar tokeep up, not ſo much for our own, 
| s Sake; that i „ten. 


diſagreeabjc to him: | 

vice loſes its Fruit, hen it comes from a 
whom we neithet love nor eſleem. 
I knom, the common Pretence of thoſe 
dg are of 4 thwarting Temper, is, that . 
it is a Cherie we oe o our Neighbour, ö 
po enten, n in an Error: : 
201 A by * 4 


oy Wer n 3 ps 2 


Fx 
* 
* 
* 


og it, is 8 the Good of 
je a 


eighbour ; which evident] 
Probability of: Succeſs; ways 
an Error 2 ren ſuch Con 
as ought to be removd. Now, when all 
theſe Conditions are carefully obſerv'd, then 
ve may ſafely ſay, it is Charity, and not the 
Spirit of Contradiction, that 

ſhall touch briefly upon 


ing in an Ercor. Now, to be fureof this, it 
ſuffices not. to have ly Reaſon'on 
our Side; but thereought to be, in a Man- 
ner, full Evidence for it: Fot if this be 
wanting, tis rationally io be ſuppoſed that 
our Neighbour has as much Appearance of 
Reaſon for his Opinion, as we pretend to 
have for our on: and where there are 
Reaſons on both Sides, | the Matter in 
- Queſtion is at moſt 3 and either 
1 1 75 Side 


HAPPENS 


ſion of bis Erxtor, than hazard a Diſpute 
- Þabout'it; The Reaſon hereof is clear; be- 
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pere 
3nbe: Wrong, becauſe he ders not Things 
in the ame Light as we do. For a Per- 
an iy humble. is always. rather diffident 
of his on judgment, and will ſanner 
chooſe to err by thinking himſelf in the 
Wrong, when he has the Truth of the 
Queſtion an his Side, F 
iu it hen it is againſi him. . 
But ſuppoſing now e Eri. 
dence that our Neighbour is in an Error, 
9 — ge 9h ng ty on me 

an "as" 

Jy aha That is, peer igang A 
Danger of — 14 rrp very 
either to his ſpiritual or temporal Good, 
if he ſhould perſiſt in it: For in this Caſe | 
tis certainly a charitable Office to endea- 
your to diſ-abuſe him: But if no ſuch Dan- 

and neither his gon, 
nor Intereſt of Soul: or Body be cõntern d, 
tig generally better to leave him in Poſeſ- 


cauſe tho Truth be always a real Good, 
and Error a Sort of Evil, yet if the Re- 
IP be dangerous, erer worte f the 


boar Occaſions of greater Importance. 

Qur Saviour himſeſt Hh'fafficimicly-re 
commended this Rale by his own Price: 
NN Wee of hay and had 
a I very Thing; he 
2 deliver d thoſe facred Truths, in which 
God's Henour and the Good of Souls were 
concortꝰ d: It is true, he diſtover'd the Falſe- 
hood of ſome ap Traditions of 
the Phariſees's becauſe the more ignorant 
Sort were miſled by them, to the Prejudice 
of their Salvation: But, as to Errors in 
Philoſophy, Hiſtory, Pbpſict, Eloquente, or 
other hurnan Sciences, *tho'they-were num=- 
berleſs,-and-: petfectly- known by hi = 

neither undertook (to monfare any of t 
5 — nor ever charged his Apoſtles s 
do bur lo every the Freedom of 
his Way of Thinking, tho“ never ſo 
mene co Errors and Miſtakes. 
Now, fince-we are not bound wo be 
mote charitable than Chriſt or his R- 
les; it follows, that in Matters of no 
uence, tis better to let any Opinion 
prevail, tho never ſo erroneous, chan to ha- 


e he bed, Heats and Contentions 
4 


ant - of 


fo ad beser 1 
to the 'T ruth, as becauſe they are contrary 
to Our J Judgment; which ee | 


ue not being ſubmitted 
— 171 not . pat An- 


_ lin calls Saperbæ Vicboriæ, pr 
and of which oy ps in hs Con 
ans; Burno atters our Vanity 
1 En Pleaſure, than that of 
|,  MKnowledgeor Underſtanding; and I doubt 
— dot . many. Times, that 2 
Perſon dictating in a private Aſſembly 
A Oracle of 
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the Compan „is guilty of a deeper. Pride, 
eh Genera, at 981125 of a victorious Ar- 
This Deſire of ſurp . 
is 1 . young Scholars call'd 
4 and encouraged by their. yas. 
a Spur to Learning; but J tear, it proves 
but too often the Nicer of a Pride, 
which fticks by them as long as they live 3 
and readers them, by Reaſon of their. Poſi- 


But how far — 1 this Refietion may 
be true, e ey | 
neering over. other Men's is a 

eee eee 
oy when. we find ourſelves diſappointed, 
in dot meeting, with all che Heſerence 
and Submilſion we expect, we take ic 
as an . done to our Judgment 
Ne waſpiſh and impatient, and 


ſeek meaty 2 NA ourſelves, by 
maſtering up al ealons to convince 
* that we 5 A. Things better than 


Not that we are concern d fot. his be- 
n Error; but our whole Concern, 
1s to do juſtice to -ourſelyes, by forcing pans 
by the Dior of A Wen an 
it: And whereas we oug ark 
Wich the Confiouſtcly, 5 0 
on our Side : we ſeek mofeovet 6. ma- 
-ignanc Pleaſure of . our Neigh- 

99 bour 
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pour by extorting from him an i 
been that we are in the Right, and he 
is M dhe Wed | 
This is the uſual Source of 'Contradidtion, 
ati the Rvot of that Heat and Contention 
about Things of no M which ſeldom 
fails to wound Charity often utterly 
deftroyytt: Bur pur "Re Cale ſs now, chat 
chere is not "only. dear Evidence of our 
Neighbour's being in an Error; but that 
od an Error of fuck Conſequence, as will 
e to him, if he 
= 1K. ſtion then is, how far the 
of © pbliges us to uſe Endea- 
* to deceive him ? Now tis certain, 
chat before we make ny Attempts towards 
it, we ought .to.cob(ider, whether there be 
4 Proſpect of Sadtels; and the princh 
Points to be Were are, f, he 
we have Credit enough with the Party con- 
cern'd to preſume that he will hearken fa- 
yoyrably to us. 2d. whether "we have a 
ſufficient Talent of uading ;, or whether 
ve ſhall not rather fm the Cauſe of 
\ Truth, than promote it: e 92 
F the Party coneern'd te of a 
to bear a Cantradiction : For, if we 4, 6:5 
 Tuficzene Grounds to judge, that either we 
ourſelves. are 2 to! maintain our 
© Point, or he to yield to Truth ; the diſ- 
_ creeceſt Part we can take is that of Silence : 
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beczuſe, fince e 'of Cha- 
rity. is the Good of dür Neighbour, che 


Obſigation of it "teaſes of Courſe,” When 


there i 
en 


no Profpect to brin about that 
weer Crue the Ke 


11 5 er 
about Religion. 

rience ſhews bit too y how un 
ful ſoch Diſpures uf I are. n 
imes *d b che Ipeapacity 
ſe, who will needs ſet up for — 
ions. of the Fai — they neither have 
nowledge nor Temper enough to ma- 
age. A Df t to the Advi kein cal ove 


3 and ſo Truth is rather Þ 
than Pom doets by their Zeal : 

_ fore, moored by their Zeal; And pra 
"all mch Diſputes; and make "Converts by 
the Fervour of their Prayers, and Exam- 
ple of a holy Life: For when, Perſons are 
unqualified for Combats of this Na 
their Caſe is much the ſame with that v 
bus and Azarias mentioned in the 
Book of Mattabers, who being ambitious 
to get a Name by Fighting, would needs ha- 
zard a Battle with their Enemies, contrary 
theOrdersthey hadreceived from Judas Mac 
cabeus ;, and theSucceſs proved anſwerable to 
theRaſhneſs of Ar "Ih 4. : 
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the cloſer, that be may not ſee the 
which would convince him of his 
= A Perſon, under theſe Circum- 


make 
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make the adverſe Party more obſti 
his Error : 


nate in 
Oppoſition and, Contradiction 


cite him to a more induſtrious Application 
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will but put him upon his Guard, and ex- 
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8 reaſonably" 


of Importance it follows, chat a modeſt _ 
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ſhow we t to de not to 


ſinee an ö— — ut. 


9 
of Converſation 

. or Thöngbww ts one ano- 
ther, which” cannot U dene, unleſs Men 
have a deen Freedom allowed chem co 
ir Mind and fines it may alſo 
chat an Men are 
not of | that dbſt inne Temper, as to be 
ond of their Errors, ſpecially in Matters 


Contradiction may be doch uſeful and ac- 
ceptable in certain Occaſions, and abſd- 
lutely neceſſary in others; namely, when 
ghiefe is a Probability that our Speaking 


| will be profitable, — our Silence prejudi- 
_ cial to the ſpiritual or temporal Good of 
our Neighbour: — that 


remains 


Pi 


— - - —— 


remains'to be Kön 15 what "Os 
tions are neceſſury, in order to prevent our 
a 1 in the Manner of Contra- 
R W 
| even 


g Mens Opinions or Inclinations, 
wers wherein their Intereſt' or 
Honout is concerned, is one of thoſe"iin- 
grateful charitable Offices which muſt be 
a Wen te uma Tender: For, 


84 as * cbs of doing * 


yes Offence; becauſe it makes 


i hits ret it Pr 


upon him. 

Hence it i that fraternal Correction, 
admoniſbiag a Perſon of his Faults, or ad- 
 Viſing bim coltrary to his Inclinations, tho“ 
mY No FRE Offices, and many | 
Times abſolutely neceſſary, yet become ver 

often Bunte Rab we? are hor nM 
to correct the Bitterneſs, which is 
| "Inſepatable. from theſe Duties; but rather 


_ Increale it, by mixing ſome of our own. 
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_ Gall ich it;, And. ſos in | the Caſe . of 
contradicting Mens, N the doing 
it, 1 88. Carries 49 wich it ; 
he Way of doing it may be ſo tem- 
pr d with Sweetnels, chat no A 
rſon_can, take Offence at . "UN 
ph i will not, . 


Lo Into, 1270 the 
8 9 muſt in 2 
Mexkure' Les For the 
ay of treating with b hot that are above 
ry or Author iy, 18 cer 
creng, | m that of of conver- 
teriors:. bars 
1 ſence 


551 e 2 
fo it upen iche Spot: Al Manner of Civi- 
it 2 ik N fos 18 
| ever our Sentimente in 
theirs; and. even 4 1027 
2 certain Affability, wh an . 
in ſome Meaſure, 92 1 the ee gps 
their State: So that a Regard is certain! 
to be had to che Differences of Perſons a 
"Conditions 3 and the only general Rule, I 
KO of, 8 to. ſucy. the, Humour and 
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N pry bu Human'Life, 'when a ungrate- 
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9 ſuch Faults, as are 


Will. The Rasen K. Firft, * = 
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their Cuurt; V dic wich the 
greateſt Reſpekt 3 watch the moſt ſavoura- 
ble Moments for it; and weigh every 


Word they have with y, for feat of giving 
the teaft Offetice. 'Now, when Charity a- 
boutids in Chriſtians,” as woch ds Se] love 
ddes in the Children of this World, irpro- 
very ſame Effects in their out- 
va Behaviour: I mean, the ſame Atten- 
Pang the fame Precautions to 
an they FEM a, ef do- 
to fre che, Neis eur 
155 therefore is the beſt Rule, and 

* e Guide in all the different Oeeur- 


is to be performed ; as is that, 
of our Neighbour obliges 
ndlinations, * of contradict 


Sentiments 4 > rc ſome 'Pruth, 
which fs d Fin! For who- 

_ evetconſults 2 Charity, will be 
furs, bt Yeaſt, & avoid in the Cafe men- 


* h 


N 8 theſe, 8 4 1 87 ge, 
clrvering! our his is 
ungrateful in erben rſon Whatever, 
is Capacity or aracter be what it 


let 


f decidi 
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with. "un Kir of Preſumption and Self- 
conceit; which all Men hate, and no 1 

Periority ot Wit or Condition can juſtify: 
And ſecondly, Becauſe it bange ſecret 

Ambition of demineering over, and capri- 
vating all Men's Jadgments to their own 3 
-which is nothing leſs than mvading 


Right, of uſing their own Reaſon; and 
— . 


They who are bein Fault, when- 
ever their Reaſons will "not"convitce, are 


aries, „ doubt 
i; and the like: Which in Effect, is 
thing les than Jccofing a Man, either 


"Stupidity" in not ſeeing; or of wilfa] Ob 


this is certainly a'v ay to 
_—_ Men over to the Tra ok he 
we! ſure, that who' art not, or 
with be convinced by our Reaſons, will 
kein be converted by our Reproaches : 
For R 
vor ſerve any Way to ſet, them in a clearer 
Light; bur only 


a; x 
9 | Another 
* 

9 - F 


Li- 
berty, to which all Men have a natural 


hey are für- 


ey in not yielding to clear Reaſon- Now 


eproaches add no Weight to Reafons, 
a Want of Tem- 


| LK and l {s in our own 
* my ts e472 3..40 85 
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Aer Fagls. be evoidedjpiche Man 
1.18 the doing it with = 


Contem Which 
hort all Cu ne to preve 
wich Demonſtrations of ſera 06. Re- 
_& eee eee 7 5 

dught always to look upon it as a Treſ- 
| 1. 49 Charity we owe our 
4 00 give him to underſtand ei- 
ther by Words or Actions, that we have 
2 Efteem for him; becauſe by ſo doing, 
ut. up the moſt. natural Way, by 
cat have ac a 124% wy and 


. 10 8 

a third Fault to an FRET in 
| 5 * of Contradicting, is the doing 
it with too much Heat ; becauſe all Heat 
00 Paſſion is not only cogtrary to Chrilt- 
ian Modeſty, but R 
0 


R 


if 
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Peace and Charity muſt fellow of courſe; | 
But beſides: this Inconv —_— | ry 
conſiderable”; any Degree of Heat in Diſ- 
putes i» paijudiecd to che” Conte of T. 
Fu, Becauſe it looks like offering Vio 
lence to a Man's Reaſon, and coming up- 
on him with an arm'd Force; which; in. 
ſtead of convincing, ſerves rather to pro- 
voke him to à more obſtinate Neliſtance: 
And ſecondly, Becauſe whoever maintains | 
an Opinion with Heat, is juſtly ſuſpected 
do adhere to it rather out of Paſſion, than | 
Conviction: of - Reaſon ;. which naturally | 
gives a Prepoſſeſſion againſt it, and takes | 
off from the Weight of the Reaſons tor it. | 
- Beſides, | Paſſion always obſcures Rea- 9 
penny i err ß 
* 30027 > w in þ: 14 ſſes 
himſelf is both Maſter of his Rdn in [ 
its full Extent, and has Words much beiter | 
at Command, to ſet forth his 
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Some perhaps will be apt to think; that 


h. like a 


ity us to ſpeak. any  ungrateful 
Truth: Care be taken in all ſuch Oc- 


obliging Expreſſions, and an A 
deſty ; tharthe Furty to whom: we ſpeak, 


may be. convinced that! nothing but our: 


| Concern. for his Good, could have induced 


us td undertake ſo difagreeable a Taſk ; 
that we even oſſel Violence to our: Nature, 
poſſihly give him . in the doing of it. 


Gita are but the ornamental Fart 
of; humanLife,-but no Part of © Chriſtian 
Duty. But this is a great Miſtake; for 


svility. is nat only itſelf a moral Virtue, 
Fac Branch of it has its Root in ſome. 


dor almoſt all 
Morality, as it regards ous Neighbour, e- 


and. Furbearing ? And bo would Chriſti- 


the Rule and Standard 


abound in good 


. = 


— j——tꝓ— — —— 0 — 
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and confidently m— » - 
; We: | la, mat WAQEVET 
has —— Gard upon himſelf, ag 
to be careful neither to give nor tate Offence, - 


bas a juſt Title to the of what 


che Virtua of Charity; it follows, that Ci. 
viliey is grounded upon tbe very Maxim: 
of che Galpel, and that Chriſtianity, is the 
Bat to ſhew, that even the moſt arc: 
nary Duties of Civility, I mean ſuch as a 
eſtabliſhed by mere Cuſtom, haxe alſa 
their Foundation in the Law of Gad I 
ſhall conclude, with tranſlating the excellent 
Thoughts of aFrench, Author this 


a beth 
ned: togelber in Society A Da. 
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Humility,” Meckneſs, and pariicularly 


i aſtd.ia 
cam Hotid ſa, that Men frould 
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Maultitade | 
den ee, Und weary of jr . Con- 


bf mach towards the Convenience and Comfort 
of Life's "ir follows, that thers cun Led 


 abſolately neteſſary.” Whbence it follows, that 


bers, 
or 


1 be levell thi 


Wild 'wiuld" be 'no' better than a jarri 


2 — 2 Bargain, aud ave only ts be br. 
for 


lence upon one another: So that the ono be- 


1 ablt to tive in hy comfortable Man- 


ner without the other's Help z this Bond of 
matual Society fpould not only be uſefa!,” but 


whatvver- conduces t0' keep up this Society; 
comes within the Order of this providential 

ſome Meaſure com- 
the Law of 


1 . 15 
N 1 JD, 1 ; 
ontempt break _ 

com- 


— 3 if they 
Winne negleft this Way of rendring 
ev ders and uſeful, the mbar 


A Malkecentents, diſſatisfied wit 


dation : \ | there being innumerable 
lu Things,” which cannot be flipulated for 
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N 


Love, aud yet comribate © very 


2 . * N * ot ber 


ny, 
d are lod 


| ther are iwgerceprible to 
2 rages: toes by 


_—_ 11 Boyd, 
mutual Love 


by a kind. of 5 
—.— certain ou ward Forms 
5 3 2 Fi 5. mutual Salutation, 'C 
- of. Congratulation or Condoleng 
and Oo ch fand ſerve 4s. 125 
Tokens: of . there inward 7 0 and 

far each other 1, the Conſequence „ Be 

that to be wanting to the Ae is Hobel 
» as 4 Mark of Indifference or Diſeſteem: 
o that all thoſe who have a Claim to our 


outward Civiluze 


| i, [which Cuſtom bas efta- 
bliſbed as Tokens 


— 


_ ſhewing a Diſzoftion contrary. to what wwe 
_ really owe them : 


tive of this Exatneſ5, is not only conformg- 
ble to Reaſon, but commanded by God. 
Theſe are the Sentiments of this Author z 
and they are truly Chriſtian and Noble: 
For they teach us the Art of pleaſing Men, 
and gaining their Eſteem and Love; not 
mean Principles, 


upon. 
| : 
WEEDS 


"=" 
then tht of 
4in the 


Efteem or Love, have the ſam Title to be 


them ; ond the Omiſfon 
of _ them renders us guilty ef Tnjuſtice, by 


We are therefore bound to 
be punttual in all ſuch Duties; and jbe Mo- © 


of Intereſt or Va 


0 
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* God: They inſtruct 


ag and 
e Method or a ſort of Chriſtian 
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EB 2 
ing peaceably with a nz in 

A Pcs and lies, * where Providence has 

I ppointed us our Station's which it is im- 

ö ber te todo, if we frequently ſhock Men 


Words or Actions, or negle& to 
y them the Civilities, they juſtly 
A us: n 
' -  eontents, Murmurs, eproaches ; 

- cauſes at firſt Indifference and Coldpels, and 
e . l and Averſion. 
But, if this Care of cultivating and pre- 
ſerving Peace with all Chriſtians in gene- 


= 8 tis of much greater Con- 


{- 


in Reference to Perſons united to- 
by ſome pa rticular Tie; and of the 
— aged to married Perſons. 
Fs ought to be as much afraid to give 
nce, as 0 give Poiſon to one another: 
"Their Study ought to be to pleaſe murually, 


"by all the Endearments, and 
Dar ances, that are within the Law of 


* or et we of 45 an 
Matter oc 
| a fig atter o thc ing — 
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Wars Apen or thyart- | 
ing Temper, it w una voidably create an 


Udenſineſ: This 'Uneaſines will oon 
change the moſt tender Affection into Cald- 
nes and Indifference ; and tis ly in, 
the C State that Coldneſd and Indiffe- 
rence are but one Remove from Hatred and 
Averſion; and no Hatred is more irrecon- 
cileable than that of married Perſons, Firſt, 
| Becauſe the hated Object is daily preſent : 9 
And ſecondly; Becauſe itisalwa 8 
upon a Reſentment of a real or ſuppoſed In- 
n is _ neee. 


” 


| ipally concern'd 
in all that has . Jof 2 ſpeak- 
ing ungrateful Truths, Contradifion, and 
the uſual Faults committed in the manner 
of it. Their Obligation of avoiding all 
ſuch Faults, is conſiderably - enforced by 
the Circumſtances of their State, which 
carmot but be unhappy without mutual 
Love and Eſteem; and it is morally im- 


poſſible this Love and Eſteem ſhould be 
preſerved amidſt frequent Jars, Diſputes, 
„ f 4 


trifling Thing. Na 
1 I 
Un 
it occaſions,” is calier to be a- 
The Cauſe may be a Trifle; when, 
the Effects and * 1 a 
a ron 


there's an End ef Prace and-Happinels in 
chat Family. 
| mall end wü st, PauPs Exhortation 4 
Fare Pen ns a Men, 'if l poſſible. 
Be not Loverb ef Contention and Strife, 
but be Lovers of Peace; and the Nleſſings 
iſed to the Peaceful will attend you, 
both in this Life, and in the Life to come. 
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rg 1ana BI, als, 
ot Devotion to the bre Vito. 
Grace, the' Lord is with thee, 
ene Lake i. „ A 
nns facred eee 
TE 
contain the princi 
S e 
has always paid her: For tha we pay a 
2 
* 


| ng 
Spirit and Intention of the Church, will 
reap the Fruit of it in a continual Improve- 
ment in ſolid Virtue. The Subject then of 
this Diſcourſe ſhall be to ſet forth the prin- 
_ Cipal Grounds of this Devotion; that is, 
the proper Motives to encourage us to it. 
_ To prevent all Miſtakes relating to this 
Matter; we muſt lay it down as an undoubt+ 
ed 'Maxim of Faith, that whatever Ex» 
cellencies we attribute to the Bleſſed Virgin, 
or whatever Terms we make uſe of to ex- 
preſs the Eſteem and Reſpect we have for 
her, we muſt regard her no otherwiſe than 
as a pure Creature; and, by conſequence, 
infinitely below God, ing on him, 
and indebted to him for all che Gifts of 
Nature and Grace She poſſeſs'd in this 
Life, and the eminent of Glory 
to which Sbe is exalted in Heaven. 80 
H 3 that 


—_ A. * 


- 
dats th. ted ds $oe dl ate dd 4 n ww * 
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nat bur Devotion to the Nſſe Virgin, like 


chat to other Saints, is . 


_ redounding eſſcctually 
| ring wholly in God. In 


Imi wy | 
proclaim the infinite Power and Bounties 
of her Divine" Maker, who could enrich a 
| pure Creanure yith ſuch excellent Gifts. 
And in this we conform ourſelves ex- 
2 ly to the humble Sentiments e 
ele and ee literally her P 
deliver d in dg W Words: Fer be 
_ Generations Hall call me bleſſed ; becauſe 2 
10 i powerful bas done great Things to 
me. By which Words, the Honour and 
Devotion which the Catholick Church 
has paid her throughout all Ages, down to 
this Time, and will continue to pay her 
to the End of the World, is preciſely 
make d out to us. But She ſays not [that 
this Honour ſhall be paid her for any 
NR 
is ut has done great Things 10 

That is, has beſtow'd u her Gifts and 
 Bleflings all human Power. 
Which Part of the Prophecy would not 
be fullfilled, if the Church, in honouring 
the Bleſed Firgin, meant any Thing elſe, 
but is honour God's Bleſſings in her. Who- 


her abe 


the 4% Fri as Linder 

, and afluming to*themſelves the 
y Feng Sacrifice to her: 

For. this, | Ana en they are condemn'd by St. 


e 


Devotion; and 
= =» 1 = or invoking the Bleſſed Yi ms 
as. will ap to any Man, that 
will but —— br himfelf, the Trouble to read 
St. 9 upon this Subyet. ＋ 3 
Tam. \2e Herefi 78, 79. | 

This therefore. is the Doctrine of * Ca: 
tholick Church, viz,. That the Bleed Vir. 
ks ere Creature; that She is to be 
no otherwiſe than as ſuch; or, 
as St. S Sede, expreſſes it, non ultra 
modum & decorem, not 3 the Bounds 
of Moderation and Decency.. Finally, that 
it is Sacrilege and Idolatry to offer Sacri- 
fice to her, or pay her that Worſhip, which 
is due to alone. But tho? She be a 
pute Creature, we may ſafely ſay, She is 
the moſt excellent that eyer was created; 
. * * „ to Fe the | 


— —— —Uͥ 


Titles 1 — rar no — the 
Church, and all thoſe po — — 
of het, tranſinitted to us in che Writings of 
che Holy Fathers. I ſhould run out into 
an endeſſiye Length, if I ſhould tran- 
{tibs any conſiderable” Patt of them: T 
will therefore content myſelf with ohe out 
Wor Jon Chryſoſtome, defiver'd * theſe 


rds. 

The Ever- Ni Virgin Mary, 

he, ane For, nr, fig 
e has ever been, or ever will be greater 
«a or more excellent than She? She alone 
« ſurpaſſes in greatneſs both Heaven and 
„ 'Farth, What was ever more pure and 
« holy? Neither Prophets, nor Mattyrs, 
«© nor Patriarchs, nor Angels, nor Thrones, 
« nor, Powers, ' Seraphin, nor any 
« Thing amongſt Creatures, whether vi- 
« ſible or inviſible, can be found-greater or 
«© mote excellent than She is: She is both 
« Hand-maid and Mother of God ; both 
& Mother and Virgin. She is Mother of 
«© hitti, who was eee 
„ before all Beginning; [whom Angels 
« and Men own to be the Lord of all 
«Things. Do you deſite to know how 
4 far the Virgin Mary ſurpaſſes the hea - 
e venly Powers? They ſtand before the 


: | „ Throne with Fear and Trembling, co- 


> 1 but She reſents 
a 66 Mankind 
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4 Mankind to him whom She begot ; and 
* *tis: h Her we obtain the Pardgn- 
«6 of our Sins“, 4 

This is St. Chryſo/tome's Elogim of the 
Bleſſed Virgin; which he concludes with 
this Prayer to Her. 
3 Wherefore, bail Virgin and Mather 4 
« the Honour, . Glory, and Pillar of 2 
0 Church; pray continually for us to 
«ſus Chriſt, your Son, and dur Lord; 
7 too te we ty e g. 
e Day of Judgment, and obtain thaſe 
9 Bleſfings which are laid up for thoſe who- 
love God, by the Grace and Bounty of 


6 John Chei8 our Lend". 
8 een an 
pion of the Carholi Faith, f * 


the Panygerick of the 22 % irgin, in 
ſuch lofty Terms; that if any — mould 
do the ſame now, he would perhaps have 
been accuſed of having overſtrain d his 


je Matter; and, moved with the 
Conſideration of her ſuperior Excellencies 
above all other ( and excited there- 


by to a Confidence in her holy Interceſſi- 

on, he humbly begs of her to pray for 
bim to Her Sn, that be ny eg the 
| Bleſſings laid up for thoſe who 


Whence it follows, that as Praying t 


the Bleſſed Virgin was the. Devotion and 
We of the Churchin his Time; way his- 


153 laying 


/ 
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ide t through N * the 
1 dur 22 25 ee os 5 


ber we ag ful Mega e 
he bay means, through her Interceſ- 

"How; "46 which her eminent Holineſs and 
| CE ho een Efficacy and 
: For eie alrays been the un- 


; ly n 
kat he afone has tmme- 
8 


4275 

. of any ocher; e e | 
the Praye rs of "Saints and Angels in Hea- ne 
as Yell as of the Faithful upon Earth, | 


N offered up th þ the Mediation 
f.7 "16 Chriſt; and,” 245, That there is 
but th him; according 


that ſolemn even, 8 of St. Peter, be- 
re. the Priefts and Princes of the Jews, 
Ach I. There is 10 Salvation in any other ; 
nor is. 7 * any ther Neme #wler Heaver | 
given 4% Men e can e 
80 that the Bl d St 
- riqus State in 
ns Strain of Met bot thar of by- 
Fin and interceding for them. Chriſt alone 
Propitiation for our Sins; He alone 
1 95 diator of Reconciliation or Re. 
alte becauſe he alone has paid our 
anſom. The Neſed Virgin aſpires to no 


7. Honour Z et 8 placed before the 
Throne, 


1 ↄ Ao 


Morel rnb 1 uh 


Throne, at the Head of all the Saints and 
Angeli, preſents our Petitions to God, and 
Joins der Prayers with ours, torender hem 
acceptable to him: This is che Part She 
now acta in rhe Salvation of Men; this is 


The fir ne Ende then be- 
* ſtowed her was, her being e 9 
Y *. ity, to be the Mother of Gd; 


ng Fehr. 2 Rank, that 
oild ever approached near it: 
e of 'this Election. She was 


nt of Man's Redemption: B 
= of ths e e e ee by 


- gotten "of the Father A 
Hence alſo this great Pitle of | Queen of 
Heaven, here with the Church ſalutes her, 
became due to her; and by this Title, we 
may conceive | her as much above the 


— ˙ Ä — 


ue! — 


upon Earth: But ſince che 
Abd to er in Fleayen, i 


Wo 
ee the 
| n 


hich choſe Fas, 75 a ge 
tion -, | 


- Whence allo flow a thi a thy excrucediary 
Favour, viz. her having za) 
throughgut the whole Courſe of her Life, 


from all Spot or Stain of actual Sin. rk 
— Reaſon was never obſcured by any, Pale 
" fon ; but being always pere ſubject to 
ou her Will was likewiſe * 12 


. 15 


©, 


ee , e————_—_—W——_ — * 
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to her Reaſon : She no ſooner knew 
er Divine Creator by Faith, but her Will, 


inflamed with Charity bel forth into Acts 


of Pralle and Wen e of bm; We tidy 


truly ſay; her Heart took Fire in an Inſtant; 


becauſe God's Grace found no Refiſtance 
in it: And as God's Grace increaſed in her 
Soul without Intermiſſion, becauſe ſhe never 


ceaſed. to co-operate with it; ſo all Vir. 


cues, and principally. a moſt ardent Love 


of | God, received proportionabl y their 
gradual ene went on in- 


crealing, during the whole Courſe of her 
Her Purity, both of Mind and 


* Life : 
7 Body, was perfect Angęlical: Her Con- 
formity to © Will of God, and Obedi- 


ence to all his holy Inſpirations, was equal 


to the Love ſhe had for him; and her 
Charity for her Neighbour, being kindled 


and continually nouriſhed by che fame 


can be attributed to. God alone : n 


may trüfhag, chat tho? all Mankind 


we 
be created ta the Image and Likeneſs of 
„the Soul of the Bleſſed Virgin, next 


. W ne, 


came up neareſt to the Divine- Original, 


ſacred Humanity of Chriſt, had the - 


1 38 Marat "Entertainments. 


But tho! all theſe. V irtues were poſleſs'd 


by ber in ſo eminent a Degree, it was her 
| Pe Humility that gave them their 
Luftre : This was pro- 
vourite and diſtinguiſhing Vir- 
wor ed ber above all others, and 
ſo bighty = acceptable to God : 
8 


Foundation of all 


never e o 
2 oy 
returning it to 1 | 
So that her Ge TEE only t 


her] bountifi 

© It was uy 195 2 2 
; and fitted by. the 
iimfelf, for the high Dignity of Ae the 

4 Mocher of che Redeemer, G the World; 
and here She received 'a foarth extraordi - 

ehen I mean, her be- 
ing overſhadowed by the Power and Vir- 


— —— — — — — — — = — - 
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tue of the Holy Ghoſt ; and fo remaining 
a pure Virgin, at the ſame Time that She 
became the true and natural Mother of 
_ God: By Virtue of which Grace or Pri- 
vilege, She was alfo exempted from the 
Curſe laid upon Eve, and her whole Sex, 
of bringing forth in Pain; for as She con- 
ceived by the pure Virtue of the Divine 
14 Or 7 1 the 
leaſt Violation of her Virginal "Integrity z; 
tho her Humility was fuch, that She choſe 
to paſs her whole Life-time for no other 

than an ordinary married Woman: And 
therefore, to leave the World in this mean 
Opinion of her, hard an exact Obe- 
| _dience to the Law of Aſs, by ſubmitting 
herſelf to the Ceremony of being purified ; 
which, in the Eyes of the World, ſup- 
- poſed her having been defiled. But what 
js moſt and all the 
| ty, 
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| 1 paſs over the reſt of her Life, where. 
of thirty N. agge mph dey 


and Merics ; till God was pleaſed to crown 
| them her goriw Keren iro Hex 
2 RI Hea- 


ſwerably to the Love ſhe bore, him, "nx: 
the faithfalObedience ſhe paid him, during 
the whole Courſe of her Life: So that her 


Prerogative of Glory is now as ſingular 
E ee e 


"Now, | is chere noe . 
particular Devotion to the 


w 


and- 
She 
lify ber for the Sen = 9 
Does She want either M ill to aſk, or _ | 
to obtain ſor us of Almighty. God - what- 
ever Helps we ſtand in Need of? To doubt 
of her Wil is to queſtion her Charuyy , 
which being av 3 not only remains, 
dat is improved and perſected in Heaven ; 
we eanndt doubt but her Zeal for the * 
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of Souls is far greater now than when She 
was yet on Earth: Her Soul” burnt then 
with Charity for her Neighbour, becauſe 
She loved God with her whole Heart; and 
ſince that Love is far more ardent now 
She ſees God Face to Face; it follows that 
her Charity for Mankind, and Zeal for 
the Salvation of Souls, is now alſo propor- 
tionably greater: And therefore the Church 

ſtiles her the Mother of Mercy; not only 
becauſe He, who is eſſentially Goodneſs and 
Mercy, is the ſacred Fruit of her Womb; 


dat alſo becauſe She has theTenderneſs and 


merciful Bowels of a Mother for us. She 
regards us all as her Children, becauſe by 
of Baptiſm, we are the adoprive 
God, and Brothers of Jeſus Chriſt. 
becauſe” they are con- 
formable to the Image of her Son; and 
She com tes . becauſe they are 
tedeemed with his ſacred Blood: So thit all 
may find a merciful Mother in her, and 
one ready to intereſt herſelf in their Behalf, 
and preſent their Petitions to the Giver of 
all good Gifts. D 
Therefore, 6 queſtion her good. 
"Will's perform this charitable Office for 
us 3 much leſs can we doubt of her Power. 
Her Charity alone ſecures us of her Rea- 
dineſs to intercede for us; but all her Vir- 
rann by which ſhe was fo eminemly ac- 
; ceptable 


* 


- Life, whilſt we are yet ſubjet to many 


| Pw their full  Accompliſhment and 
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 Ceptable to God, plead for the Efficacy 
| ber Inceroſhon.* For if St. James exhocts 
N y for- one another, becauſe (ſays 
. aſfduaus Prayer ef the Juſt avails 
ven much, v. 16. and that even in this 


of 


Failings; how — then and efficaciqus 
u dur Behalf, wat be the Interceſſion of. a 
_ Perſon, who never offended - God by the 
| leaſt Thought, Word, or Deed, during 
te whole Courſe of her Life, and is now 
in the higheſt Degree of Favour in the 
a of Heaven? Nay, may en 
. look upon all thoſe ſingular and extragr- 
* Graces, which God beftow'd upon 
her in this Lie, as ſo many aſſured Pledges, 
that he will refuſe . now She is 
Triumphant with him in . en mus | 
. thoſe, Virtues, which, deſerved. 
Earth. DUNE: _ 


; of. Favour, upon 


Perfection; and, by conſequence, have ten- 

der d her ſtill more acceptable to him: 
Suppoſe that ia the Moment of her tri- 
umphant Entrance into Glory, (which, af- 
— 2s Aſcenſion of Chi, was the moſt ſo- 
lema Feaſt, that ever was ; celebrated in the 
Court of Heaven ) ſuppoſe, I fay, that 
in that Moment She had aſked Grace. for 
any Sinner; can we think God would have 


denied ber Bere 7 And, bas She nox the 


28 


Moral Entertainments. 163 
ſame Intereſt and Power now, as She had 
ten? Is She not in the ſame Degree of Fa. 
vour, and will She not be ſo for all Eter. 
nity ? For we muſt not fancy, as if Fayour 
had it's Viciſſitudes in Heaven, as in thig 
World. All Things are fix d and perma. 

nent in the State of Bliſs. Rewards and 
Honours are diſtributed there according to 

every one's Holineſs and Merit: And there. 
paſs all Saints in Holineſs, ſo will She aj. 
| ways be moſt acceptable to God, and have 
the greateſt Power with him. He will al. 
ways honour her, as Queen of Heaven: and 
Jeſus Chrift will always regard- her ag his 
- Adother, and of all Creatures the deareſt 
to him. For which Reaſon, he has inſpi- 
red the Church to pay her extraordinary 
Honours, and conſecrate ſeveral Feſtival- 
Days in Memory of her;; becauſe, he will 

have his Favours paſs, as it were, through 
ber Hands; and render us ſengble; that 

our Petitions will never be more effectual, 
than when we prevail with her to under- 
take the preſenting of them to Almighty 
God, through the Medint ion of her dear San. 
80 that, the true and only Reaſon of our 
addreſſing ourſel ves ſo often to her is, be- 
cauſe we have a greater Confidence in her 
. than our own; and in ſo doing, 

we do but juſtice * 

3:9 7 2 or 


a — — nnBguyL— WAA 4 a - 2 


* 


4 


—— 


n eee 


Fur wh ate miſerable Ainnere; und She is 2 


moſt glorious Saint: We are defiled with 
many Crimes; 1 or 
Stam: We have deſerved God's rath, 


by ſo many repeated Infidelities towards 
him; and She has ever been his faithful 
Servant, and never offended him by the 


leaſt venial Sin: And is it not then juſt, 
we ſhould hope for a more favourable Ac- 
ceptance of Prayers, preſented by the holy 


and unſpotted Hands of the immaculate 


Mother of God, than when we ourſelves 


Preſent them to Almighty God? - 


We read, in Holy Scripture, that God 
commanded Job's Friends to go to him, 
and deſire him . ſor them; becauſe 
God was angry with them, and would not 
have regarded their Prayers, unleſs Fob 
we then alſo; who in all Likelihood are 
upon no better Terms with Almighty. God, 


than Jabs Friends were; ought we not, 1 


ſay, io endeavour to make an Intereſt with 
ſome powerful Interceſſor, ſome ſelect 
Friend of God, ſuch; ag the Bleſſed Virgin 
is, to ptay for us; leaſt our on Prayers 
ſhould be unacceptable to him ? This cer- 
tainly, is not onſy the moſt pious and moſt 


humble, but the moſt effectual Courſe we 
can take. For if, by a ſincere Devotion, 
and aſſiduous Application to her, Mt 


3 


| r Hands, 
by engaging her to favour our Cauſe, 


has the greateſt Power with him; from 
whom alone we maſt the Relief of 
all our Neceſſities in this Life, de Share 


1 


eren Joys een, Ne Wo 
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Th ſame Subject contitued, and ſome 
| Diredtions relating to it SORE 


2 feu er 
Luee i. 28. 


eee 
3 Faule. Ie wil will 
therefore be, improper, to give forme: N | 
rections relating to the Devotion 1 have 
ſpoken of; which ſhall be the Subject of 
bo. Books, and 

e in | 
heard in Sermons, that the true and ſolid 
Nn n . 


03. 
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| the Imitation of her Virtues, I muſt own 


indeed, this is the 


| verifi 


perſecteſt, but I cannot 


kz and, by conſequence, of ſome powerful | 


c of Grace, to 


* 


for 


te near the Throne 


in H 
FS 
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to be at laſt admitted into that happy Num 
ber. For which Reaſon, inſtead of aſſert- 
ing, chat Our Devotion to the Bleſſed Pirgin | 
is to conſiſt in the Imitation of her Virtues 3 | 
it ſeemis to me more to ſay, that 
the Imitation of her Virtues is the Mark 
weought to ſet before us, and the End we 
oughr'to aim at, in our whole Practice of 
Devotion to her: And therefore, ve muſt 
make a large Difference between two Sorts 
of Sinners. The fr f is of thoſe, who not 
only are Sinners ; but ſeem reſolved to con- 
tinue ſo: At leaſt, uſe no- ſerious Endea- 
vours, nor diſcover any Deſire to be deli- 
vered from their ſinful State. The ſecond 
is of thoſe; who are Sinners indeed, and 
a8 yet fubject to many Relapſes, yet are 
very ſenſible of their unhappy Condition, 
and deſire ſincerely to come out of it. 
Now, as to the firf, I have but little 
| | Encouragement to give them, notwith= 
ſanding any pretended. Devotion to the 
Bloſſed Virgin; till there appears a ſincere 
Deſire to correct their Lives, and ſome ſe- 
rious Efforts at leaſt, towards the 
it in Execution. For, if there be any ſo 
far miſled, as to imagine they ſhall be ſaved 
by the Interceſſion of the Bleed Virgin, 
without quitting their Habits of Sin, oo 
they be but conſtant to certain Forms of 
A 1 them their 
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1 
- 


profeſied and incorrigivle Rebels, Fi 


Devotions-to her muſt be di- 
is appears e be the 
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aim.aty which they. muſt always keep in 
View, that they: may be always advancing. 
tawards it: S0 that alt they hein 
their Devotions to the Bleſſes Hingin, in ſa 
State very unconformable to ber Halineſs 
— they may hope, by che Coanti= 
nuance of them, to be transfarmed: ima 

nam, Crenturen, and in the End, me | 


T therefore, in che et Walz ot al 
Soris of Devotions; whether to the Ble/ſ- 
ſed Virgin, or any other Saint: bn. What- 

ever Deyotion is conducing to the Amend- 
ment of our Lives, and directed $0 that 
End, cannot but be ſolid, and acceptable 
to God. But if, on the contrary; aa De- 

votion be, through Abuſe, oe as = | 
couragement to continue in it 

PFE 

of the Devil. And therefore, Een 

any (as I can ſcatee chink there are). who | 
omiſe Salvation to Chriſtians, for the bara- 

8 3 

tion, though Hould run on in | 1 

Fabits of Sin, to their very laſt Sickneſs s it 
this -ixnoe the .-. .- 
deteſted by her: Which therefore ought 

not to hinder the Faithful from — | 

any Form of jon, not diſapprovect 

en e 


. 
6 
. 2 
* ue 
14 
— * 


| on the leading a good 


the Day, without putti 


ſtant Practice, not to let the Morning 
Evening pa 


5F 
od * 


m roy 


really good in n 

2 the Rules of it, and 
no farther upon it, than as it is a 
God's Grace, to reſiſt 
vance in Virtue: For tis moſt 
ain, that as far as any Devotion contri- 
to this End, and has an Influence up- 
Life; ſo far it is to 
be recommended: And juſt ſo far, and no 


» 
a 
* 


no 
o 


farther, e eee 


upon the Practice of it. 

Iwill now ſpeak briefly of the Devoti- 
ons, againſt which no Exception can be 
made. The firf is, never to begin, or end 
ourſelves under 
the Protection of the Bleſſed Virgin; by ſay- 
ing ſome ſhort Prayer, in Honour of her: 
For we muſt all regard her as our Mother 
in Jeſus Chrift ; and therefore, as Children, 
aſk - Bleſſing of their Parents regularly 
twice a Day; ſo muſt we make it our con- 


s, without having firſt obtain'd 
a Bleſſing of ber. The angelical Salutation, 


the Office and - Liranies compoſed in Ho- 


nour of her, are tb be preferr'd before all 
other vocal "oakertonk as being- of the 
Authority, and recommended by 
h univerſal Practice of.the Church. | 

The econd is a devout Obſervance of 


th Feaſts 2 in Honour of her. 
T Thbeſe 


or 
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Theſe are all ſolemn Days in the Church, 
and to be kept with a Devotion auſwerable 
to the Intention of their Inſtitution. All 

thoſe. then that have a Zeal for her Ho. 

- nour, and Aſpire to be in the Number of 

her true Servants, muſt be eager to teſtify 

it on thoſe Days, and diſtinguiſh them- 

ſelves by, n We than a wagon Piety; an 
Nc y uentation 

r For as thoſe, who 

5 to 2 — themſelves into the Favour 

of any Prince; beſides their making their 

daily Court, take Care to appear before him 

on certain ſolemnDays, i in rich newCloaths ; 3 

ſo, if we will gain the Favour of the Queen 

of Heaven, beſides our daily Devotions, 

we muſt not fail to make our Court on her 

Feſtival Days; by giving the ſame Marks, 

in a ſpiritual Manner, of our Zeal and Re- 

ſpect for her. Our old: Cloaths therefore, 
that is, our old Habits of Sin, will ſuit ve- 
ry ill with the Solemnity of thoſe Days: 

The old Man muſt be pus off, with his Alis, 

and the new Man put on; who is created 

according to: God in Juſtice and Holineſs ; that 
ſo we may appear at the publick Service of 
the Church, renew'd in the Spirit F the 

Mind, as St. Paul ſpeaks ; that is, adorn- 

ed in "Soul, with ſanctity ing Grace: And. 
her Feat r OY: 

and 


e 


* 


and we ourſelves ſhall be made holy by the 


IT be third/an Jaft Devotion T Hall 


ſed, or the Method to be obſerved 
the krying of chem, will appear not only = 
profiabl but admirable in its Inſtitution : 
Jince by Means. of it, if performed me- 
thodicalſy and with Attention, the Mind 
FF Weelcly carried through all the principal 
5 Myſteries of Man's Redemption; and has 
| an Opportunity of making as often an Ac- 
Fo ledgerent to Chriſt for all he has done 
And ſuffer'd for us: But chere is alſo this 
culiarAdvantage init, that it is a Devotion 
hired to all Capacities and States: For a 
Traveller may perform it on the Road, a 
Labourer at his Work, a Tradefman in 
Ris Shop; à Gentleman in his Walks ofPlea- 
ſure, and a Sick Man confined to his Bed; 
. -* ahd even the moſt Ignorant are as fully 
gqualißed for the Performance of it, as the 
If ir be odjected, that repeating the ſame 
Prayer fo oſten over is tedious, and 8 to 
c qſe Coldneſs and Diſtraction in the Mind, 
Which ſtands in Nerd of Variety, to keep it 
awake and atrentive: I anſwer, tfrat the Cold- 


C 


* 


nes dt DiſtraQtibn occafion'd by repeating 
the ſame Prayer often over, is either volun- 
| tary, 
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tary, or ; If voluntary, then tis our 
own Fault; and we have it in dur Power to 
correct it: If involuntary, then there is no 
Fault at all, nor Harm done; for our Prayers 
will nevertheleſs have their full Effect: No- 
ever, it is much to be fear d, that this Coldneſa, 


Buſineſs they are about; becauſe being 
heartily ſenſible of their neceflicousCondition 
ate never weary of deſiring and _aſk- 
ing a Relief: In the ſame Manner therefore, 
if we had as deep a Senſe of the Neceſſities 


gars have torecciveanAlms, we ſhould haye 
no Difficulty to aſk it filty Times over, 
with the ame Attention as once; nor ever 
grow weary of Soliciting, tho' in the ſame 
Form of Words, to obtain. that which. we 
never ccaſe to want. 

But they, ho are Enemies to the Beads, 


ell us, that in ſaying them, we-pray en 
13 Times 
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Times more to the Blefſed Virgin than to 
Almi ghty God: But this is a groſs Miſtake ; 
as I will-demonſtrate by a clear Example: 
If I ſhould puta Requeſt into the Hands 
of any Perſon, and defire him to preſent it 
for me to the King; I aſk, whether my 
chief Requeſt be to him, whom 1 employ 
to'preſent-it, or to the King to whom it is 
to be deliver d ?' the Queſtion anſwers itſelf. 
In like Manner therefore, when we pray 
Thus ; HolyMary, Mother of. God, pray for 
= notv, and in the Hour of our Death, and 
repeat this ten Times over; *tis plain, that 
all we beg of the Bleſſed Virgin, is to preſent 
dur Requeſts toAlmightyGod: Sothat,altho? 
we addreſs ourſelves immediately to her, our 
; Prayers are not only chiefly to God, but, to 
ſpeak roperly, to God alone; as the Re- 
have ſpoken of, is made to the King 
: Alone, tho another be defir*d to deliver it to 
him; and in Effect, we pray no otherwiſe tothe 
Bliſſed Virgin, than we pray to one another, 
when we recommend NIE one an- 
Sther's Prayers. 
It is true, we call it rojing tothe Bleſſed 
: "Fi irgin, and Praying to the Saints, when we 
85 * the Aſſiſtance of their Prayers; 
| "becauſe Cuſtom, which is wholly arbiary, ö 
has made it the common Way of /ſpeak- 
ing, to call it ſo: And it it were the Cuſtom 
do call it Praying to one another, when we 
- 2-19 8 * 5 Ms deſire 
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deſire onę another's Prayers, the Expreſ- 
ſion, would be full as proper; and yet the 
Thing would be the ſame it is now: So 
that call it what you pleaſe, either Pray- 
ing to the Bleſſed. Virgin, or Praying the 
Bleſſed Virgin, the Meaning is no other, 
than that we deſire her to pray with us, and 
for us; to join her Prayers with ours; to 
be a Fellow-petitioner with us; and, in a 
Word, to preſent our Petitions to God, to 
render them more acceptable to him. 
Which alſo fully anſwers the common 
frivolous. Objection; viz. that we are all 
' commanded. to come to Chriſt : For if this 
Text forbids our deſiring the Bleed Vir- 
Zin to pray for us, it likewiſe forbids our deſi- 
ring one another's Prayers ; which is abſurd. 
TJ anſwer therefore, that by deſiring the Blef- 
ſed Virgin to pray with us, and for us, to 
Chriſt; we not only come to him ourſelves, 
but we alſo engage his Bleed Mother to 
come with us; ſince tis plain, whatever 
Form of Words we uſe to implore her 
Interceſſion, tis plain, I fay, that all 
our Hearts Deſires are directed to God; 
that our Confidence of obtaining Grace 
and Salvation is wholly in God; that all 
dur Expectation is from God "through 
Jeſus Chrift; Finally, that we deſire no 
more of the Bleſſed Virgin, than we daily 
defice of one another, vix. the Aſſiſtance _ 
. of her Prayers, 5 i ow | 
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Now ſuppoſe we do chis fifty Times a 
Day, by repeating ſo often the Angelical 
Salutation (which we call, Saying a Pair of 
Beads, ) ſuppoſe, I fay, we do this f 
Times a Day, or oſtner, is it not ſo 
the better? fince, to deſire the Prayers 
of others is a Mark of Humility, and a 
tacit Acknowledgnient that we have a 

greater Opinion of their Virtue than our 
2 "tis ſtill a _ of a 3 
ity, to repeat this R 3 and 
therefore it it be good to ſay once, Holy 
Mary, pray for us; there can be no Excep- 
tion made againſt the frequent Repetition 
of it. This I am fure of, that to deny 
the Lawfulneſs of deſiring a Share in the 
Bleſſed Virgin s Prayers, and at the ſame 
Time to allow the Lawfulneſs of deſiring 


55 Sinners upon Earth to pray for us, is a 


- "manifeſt Contradiction to common Senſe. 
Me are therefore bound to bleſs God for 
not having been brought up in an Error, 
which would deprive us of the Benefit of 
having ſo glorious a Saint in Heaven, to 
_ Intercede for us. For whether we conſider 
the eminent Graces which God has fo libe· 
Tally beſtow d upon her, or the exact Fide- 
lity, with which She * correſponded to all 
his Graces z we cannot but regard Her as 
a Perſon fo acceptable to God, that he will 
refuſe her nothing She ſhall aſk of gr 
9 | * 4 4 11788 
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the Good of our Souls. Then again, when 
we conſider that She has carried him, who 

is Goodneſs and Mercy itſelf, for nine 
Months gather in her Womb 3 and that 
She almays carried him in her Heart, as 
the ſole of her Love; we cannot 
but conel harShe herſelf has received, in 
all chat Time, ſo ample a Portion of thoſe 
Virtues 3 that it is to do her the greateſt 
Imjuſtice, not to regard her as a moſt mer- 
; .citul and tender Mother to all thoſe, who 
"ſtand in Need of, and ery out to ber for 
her Aſſiſtance. © 
Theſe then are the Grounds upon which. 
our Devotion to the Bleſſed Virgin is built; 
theſe the Reaſons why we fo often impor- - 
tune her to pray for us. If they who blame 
us for it, either think her not charitable 
enough to intereſt herſelf in our behalf z or 
not powerful enough to obtain any Thing 
for us ; or perhaps think themſelves to have 
as good an Intereſt with Cbriſt, as his Ble/- 
ſed Mother ; let us, at leaſt, be far from en- 
tertaining either ſo mean an Opinion ot her, 
or ſo proud an one of qurſclves: Let usac- 
knowledge her to be the Mother of Mer- 
cy; and, of all Creatures, the moſt accepta- 
ble to God: Let us alſo own the Unwor- 
thineſs of our on Prayers: And therefore 


fince, on the ane Hand, we have no Hopes 
of Salvation but from the 1 n 


"> 
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hos, through” the Mediation of 70 


; and are ſenſible, on the other, t at 
| b 12 Multitude and Grievouſneſs of our 
5 we have deſerved, to be rejected by 
fins z let us never ceaſe to importune the 
Bleſſed Mother of God to intercede for us, 
that we may find Mercy at his Hahds ; 
nor ever pals a Day without to 
her, from Time to Time, this Hört but 
excel tent Prayer: Holy Mary, Mother | 
Sed; pray for us Sinners, now now, and in int 


3 
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The LVth EnTraTAnmEnT: 


| "The Puna of the Seed. 
| KEDS wen ci 8B Sl. 


Luke viit * 


| E Pirable I am 28 

is thus propoſed y Chriſt z The 

Sower went out 10 /e bis 950 end as he 

ſorved, ſome fell by the Way's Side; and it 
2245 trodden down, and the Fowls of the 
Air devoured it : And ſome fell upon a 
Rock; and as ſoon as it was ſprung up, it 
iber d away, becauſe it lacked nd 

| n 
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And ſome fell among Thorns; and the 
Thorns ſprang up with it, and choked it : 
And other fell on good Ground, and ſprang 
6 bp, and bare Fraß an Hundred. fold. 
This is the Parable; and the principal 
Drift of it is to mark out three ſeveral 


"Cauſes, by which the Seed of the Word of 
God, as Chriſt himſelf ins it, is ren- 
der'd fruitleſs; that is, three ſeveral Ob- 
+;Racles to Salvation; ted under the 
wes of the Seed's falling, by the Way 
a Rock, and * Thorns. 
The Py is thus fet forth by Chriſt ; Some 
of "the Seed fell by the Ways Side, and it 
was trodden down, and the Fowls of the 
Air devoured it Which he explains thus 
They who are by the Way's Side, are thoſe 
who hear the Word; then comes "the Devil, 
and takes it out of their Hearts, ** deliev. 
ing they ſhould be ſaved. 
Here ye the Character of Obdurait 
Sinners, _ Power the Devil has over 
them, ſet -forth in lively Colours: Chriſt 
compares them to that Ground which lies 
near the High-way, and is uſually trod 
Hard into a Path, by the Number of 'Pal- 
ſengers that walk upon it: Now, whatever 
Seed falls upon this Ground, is certainly 
loft”; Firſt, Becauſe, by Reaſon of its Hard- 
neſs, it cannot ſo much as enter into the 
* much els be coyered deep — 


o ena Briortainmentss © 
ts thke Roots and, ſecondly, Becauſe it is 
either n „or eaten up by 

Fals of the fir; In dbe fame Manger, che 
Seed of the Divine Werd is loſt upon the 
Hearts of oþdurgie Sinners: It falls indeed 


pry. 


This is their unhappy DitÞoſicionz and 

tho? it be, of its own Nature, Obſtacle 

enough to the Grace that ſpeaks interiorly 

to them; yet Chriſt attributes it chiefly to 

the Power the Devil has over them, who 

is watchful D nouriſh this Diſpoſition, 

and harden them in it: They bear the 
Mord, ſays Chriſt ; then comes the Devil, 
and takes it out of their Hearts; He is 

| eaJous of his Prey, and will not my | 
ON N = 
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them wholly wo rent ; bot * al- 
ſiduous about them, to hinder N of 
God's Word from working any good 
555 
As n a6 any Or Ar 

relating to their eternal I Preſents 
itſelf to their Minds, the Devil is ready 
to ſnatch it immediately from their Hear 
leſt, believing, they Hui. be ſaved, or "op 
by ruminating upon it, and giving it Time 
to make an Impreſſion, they ſhould think 
ſeriouſly of a Change, and break looſe 
from the Chains that keep them in Bon- 


dage. 

: Bur ſince it ito be hoped, x there are not 
many in this abandon'd and reprobate 
State; the whole Subject of this Entertain- 
ment ſhall be ſome. Directions, relating to 
53 


| e ſes 
Cauſe which pier or Seed 0 God's 
Word fruitleſe, is thus characterized by 
Chriſt 3. Au ſome fall augen a. Noct, and 
growing up it wither'd,- becauſe. it wanted 
' Moiflure. By the Word Rack is. under- 
dee rechy.or fo Ground; for if Seed 
were ſown upon a bare Rack, it would lie 
naked the Surface of it, and it were 
ingot i ſoul grew np d Ang £ 
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| therefore St. Matthew, Chap. xiii. Ver. 5. 


but receive it not; beca 


delivers this Part of the ſame Parable in 
theſe Terms; Some Part of the Serd fell 
upon ſtony Places, where it had not much 
Zarib; and forthwith it ſprang up, beranſe 
# had "no Deepneſ of "Earth; For Seed, 
which is but thinly covered with Earth, 


| ſhoots up much ſooner than chat which 


falls deep into the Ground: But as it has 
a Growth; ſo it alſo dies ſooner; 
becauſe it has not Moiſture to nou- 
ri the green Corn, which is yo 2 


up with the Heat of the Sun. 


This is the ſecond Part of the Parable 3 
and our Saviour explains it in the follow- 
ing Männer; who are ſown' upon 4 
Rock, are thoſe who, when they have heard 
the ord, receive it with Foy: And theſe 
have 0 Root; they believe for a Time, and 
20 bact in Time . Temptation." Lou ſee 
here a maniſeſt Difference between this 


- Character and the former: For thoſe of 


the former CharaQer only bear the Mord, 
they are bard, 


and ibe Devil comes and takes immediate. 


Iy out of their Hearts þ But theſe not only 


ie the Word, but receive it; nay, receive 


it 401th Foy ; It makes an Impreſſion upon 


* 


them; they lament their Sins many Times 
with Tears, as St. G obferves : But 
| bat in dhe Fru of 1 Wa tins * 
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no Root > It ſhoots. up immediately, and 
withers ſoon after; producing nothing but 
barren Deſires, . and Purpoſes without Et- 
fect: All their Fervour is no more than a 
ſudden Flaſh, that vaniſhes in a Moment : 
It is but a tranſient Fit of Devotion, which 
paſſes almoſt as ſoon as it is kindled ; and 

their Tears are like thoſe of Children; ſoon 
excited, and dried up as ſoon with the 
Temptation of ſome pleaſing Trifle that is 
offered to their Fance. SO AT OE. 
Finally, as ſoft Bodies are the moſt ea- 
ſily ſuſceptible of Impreſſions, but lofe 
them with the ſame Eaſe as they receive 
them; ſo the Perſons deſcribed in this ſecond 
Character, having no Solidity, that is, no 
Steadineſs in their Hearts; tho* they receive 
the Word with Joy, and are tenderly af- 
feed with it for a Time, yet they are as 
ready to part with it, as they were to re- 
ceive it: So that, upon the firſt Difficuley 
they meet with, or Temptation that aſfaulcs 
them, all the Fruit that might have been 
from thoſe "ſenſible" Im | 
miſcarries; their good Purpoſes are for- 
got; and they return to their | 
"Weakneſs, in the ſame Manner as if they 
never had been made at all: And fo their 
Lives paſs in a continual Circle of Riſing 
and Falling; of making good Reſolutions 
one Day, and breaking them the 3 


in this Perablg, is properly the Vice of Ja- 
conftancy;; which, tho it be not ſo bad as 
Hardigſ 5 Heart, is notwithſtanding, an 
abſolute Obſtacle to Salvation: For unleſs 
this Evil be effeſtuslly remedied, and ihe 
Soul fred upon ſuch iplid Principles, as 


J 0 render her firm and ſteady in the Duties 


ee 
8000. 


ol a Chriſtian Lite, tis impoſiible the great 
Work of Salvation ſhould ever be accom- 
pliſh'd 3 nay, our very beſt Reſolutions 
will prove abortive, and the moſt religt- 
ous Deſignus come to nothing. 
| "We mutt-dhorefors faub 3040 the Root 
of this,Diſtewper, and then gankder what 
is ptopet ſor its Curse: Now ſome attri- 
bute it i a natural. Levity, or Fickleneſs 
of. Temper: Bat this being only a Defect 
or Weaknels, of Nature, Perſons may be 
ſubiect to it in trivial or indifferent Matters, 
and yet he very firm and ſteady in all Du- 
ties Cod requims of them: 2 
Law of God, and Principles of Faith, be 
their Rule; as that is fixed and unchange- 
able, their Practice guided hy it will be ſo 
| Others therefore-aſcribe it to a Want 
of Fab: But tho Conflancy cannot be 
without Faith, yet Fab may. ee 


ww - 


Moral Entertainmints. 185 
Conſtancy ; becauſe a Foundation may be 
laid, and no Superſtructure raiſed upon it. 
It is true, if all Believers were like St. 
Paul's Juſt Man, who live: 5 Kaub, then 
all who had this Virtue would likewiſe 
have à ſufficient Degree of Chriſtian Con- 
ſtancy, to carry them ſteadily on through 
all the Difficulties! and Trials of 
Virtue: But the Caſe is quite otherwiſe!z 
for many Chriſtians are ſound in Faith, 
but very corrupt in their Manners: And 
*tis for this Reaſon, that as their Sins are 
more enormous than thoſe of Infidels, who 
never had the Light of Faith, ſo will 
their Puniſhment be alſo more ſevere ; be- 
cauſe, having been illuminated from above, 
they have not followed the Light God has 
beſtowed upon them, nor conformed their 
Lives to the Faith proſeſſed. Faith 
therefore is not ly wanting to them, 
but they are wanting to their Faith: 
believe like Chriſtians, but act as Unbe- 
lievers ; in permitting every Temptation o 
divert them from the Purſuit of Virtue; and 
put them out of the Way of Salvation. 

But what then is the Cauſe of this ex- 
traordinary Weakneſs, in the important 
5 of Eternity; which, if Men 

were guilty of it in te Matters of 
any Con would expoſe them to 
Contempt and | Laughter ? 1 anſwer, _ 
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the true Root of their Inconſtancy, is no 
other than ſome predominant Paſſion, or 
Habit, which inclines them ſtrongly to 
what is forbid, and gives them a violent 
R to what is commanded. The 
. Reaſon hereof is clear; becauſe, whoever 
is not poſſeſsd with any Paſſion, which 
inelines him ſtrongly to Evil, and gives 
him an Averſion to his Duty; will have 
no great Difficulty to avoid the one, and 
perform the other. Now, tis not proba- 

ble, that a Perſon who is nat wholly loſt 
_ Principles of Conſcience and Religion, 

will be guilty of frequent Treſpaſſes, either 
in what he is bound to avoid, or 
omitting what he is bound to do 3 if obey- 
ing the Law of God, and ing his 
Duty, be not very _ to him. When 
therefore, his Tranſgreſſions are very fre- 
quent, notwithſtanding his re · ĩterated Pur- 
poſes to the contrary, tis an evident Mark 

- that the Difficulty of obeying is very great. 
And what can be the Root of hp Difh- 
cCulty or Repugnance, but ſome Paſſion ; 
which not finding its Account in the Per- 
ſormance of his Duty, is importunate and 
preſſing to be gratified, even in Contradic- 
tion to the Law of G dsds? 
It is true indeed; as long as any Paſſion 
lies dormant; as it often does z the making 

_ you Purpoſes, and forming Deſigns of 


_— 
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Amendment, coſts nothing. But when this 
Calm is over, and the Paton, awakened 
by ſome violent Temptation, begins again 
to grow importunate and craving for a 
Compliance; then the Perſon, who before 
thought he ſhould do every thing, and 
made the beſt Purpoſes in the World, does 
juſt nothing at all ; but yields tamely to its 
Importunity; and is again, as much, if 
not more a Slave to it, than he was bel 
fore. For how ſhould a Perſon ever go 
on ſteady in the Way of Virtue, as long 
as he has a ſtrong Weight or Biaſs upon 
his Heart; which is ' continually drawing 
him another Way? Now every 'Paſſion 
is as a Weight or Biaſs upon the Heart; 
which dra ws and preſſes it towards its pro- 
— And though the Party that la- 
under it may make ſome weak Ef. 
ſorts; Gone: — Time, to reſiſt its 
Violence; as long as that Paſſion keeps its 
hold, his Struggling will be but like the 
| languid and drowſy Endea vours of a Per- 
ſon overwhelm'd with Sleep; who ſcarce 
raiſes himſelf up, but drops down again. 
This therefore is the general Root of that 
bleneſs and Inconſtancy of Mind; 
dy which Sinners are fo often diverted from 
executing the beſt Reſolutions they make 
for their eternal Good. This is properly 
that Rock, or firong Ground, which _ 
ers 
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ders the Seed of God's Word, from entring 


- Jeep into their Hearts, and becoming fruit- 
5s nad: Werkes:end whih; this Rack | 


of 


ſubſiſts, no Good can be expected 


— They may receive the Word with 


Joy ; they may be tenderly affefed with 
it, and ſhew a Willingneſs to obey it; nay, 
form Deſigns in their ir Minds, to undertake, 


and carry an effectually the Work of their 
eternal Salvation; but till that Paſſion. be 


baniſti'd from their Hearts, the Seed of the 


good Purpoſes will be. blaſted 3 all their 
Deligns miſcarry 3. their very beſt Inclina- 
tions will remain fruitleſs ; and they :will 
ever temain the ſame -fickle and - ipcon- 
ſtant Creatures ; ever falſe to themſelves, 
— to Gad; ever | | 
ming ; ever 
iſning any Thing you | 

This, 1 1 wül be their Condition, 
they are over-ruled by any Pal 
And therefore, the only effectual Re- 
medy of their — roy is to deſtroy 


that Paſion, which is the Root of it. But 
do muſt that be done? For here lies the 


Difficulty: It is certain, in the „it Place, 
that their chief Truſt and Confidence muſt 
be in God ; if this Principle be not deeply 
fixed in their Hearts, all their Endeavours 


will be vain. Secondly, It is no leſs 1 
18 i f . 


Divine Word can take no Root; all their 


. — — — — — — D 


chat notwit their entire Truſt and 
Confidence in God, they muſt labour no 
leſs heartily themſelves, than if the whole 
Succeſs depended upon their own” Induſt 


and Application. And thirdly, It pil 
Experience, that no Paſſion . 


dent, 
can be ſubdued; unleſs it be ſtarved out, 
and every thing removed from it, that 
gives Strength and Nouriſhment to it. 


put them into the Method eſtabliſhed by 
Providence; and oblige them to make uſe 
of all the general and particular Reme- 
dies their Condition ſtands in need of, 

The general ones, in conſequence to 
the Principles eſtabliſhed, are humble and 
fervent Prayer; a daily Examination of 


Conſcience 3 the Uſe of the Sacraments; 


keeping out of Idleneſs; and avoiding the 
uſual Occafions of Relapſes: Theſe are all 
excellent Means, to weaken by Degrees, 
any Inclination or Paſſion, tho” never fo 
perverſe and obſtinate in its Nature; 

vided, they be performed 


judge, that the Parties concerned are in 


earneſt ; For, if in performing the Duties of 


Prayer, and other Devotions mentioned, 
they ſeldom, go beyond the oarward' Form; 
*tis all Children's Play; and no more than 


with 
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heſe three Principles joined together, will 


with ſuch a ſe- 
rious Application, as gives Grounds to 


a mock Fight, or ſhooting at the Enemy 


| 
'1 
' | 


' themſelves with the outward Form, but 


concern d muſt be, in a 


lapſes; and how the immediate ones are 


— 
% » - 
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with Powder, which makes a Noile, but 
does no Execution: And therefore, tis no 
Wonder, it theſe; Preſcriptions prove often 
ineffectual: The Fault, lies not in the Re- 
medies, but in the Perſons ; who, content 


negle& the inward Diſpoſitions, with which 
they-are to be made uſe of. 

As to particular Remedies, the Parties 
great Meaſure, 
their own Phyſicians, . and preſcribe to 
themſelyes : Becauſe, fince no Man can un- 
derſtand the particular Nature of their pre- 
vailing Paſſion, ſo well as themſelves; it 
follows, that they themſelves, if they will 
but proceed ſincerely, are the beſt Judges 


of what is moſt proper to be applied io it. 


Experience has taught them the ſecret 


Es Springs, by which it moves; the Objects 


that inflame it; the firſt Symptoms of an 


approaching Temptation; the Degrees by 
which it works upon the Imagination; 4 
remote, and immediate Occaſions of Re- 


uſher'd in by thoſe, that are more remote. 


The experimental Knowledge they have of 


all theſe Things, will be their beſt Guide 


do direct them what to do, and what to a- 


void, in many partic 
their Confeſſors can do no möre, than to 


give them general Rules ; that "IP: muſt 


ular Caſes; in which 


be 


2 hy rom mr er - <_—_ 
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be watchful to reſiſt; the very firſt Begin- 
nings of Temptations; and keep at the 
greateſt Diſtance poſhbje, from every thing, 
that contributes to inflame, or nouriſh the 
Diſtecper ; For though many of theſe, 
may be innocent in themſelves, at leaſt not 
diy ſinful ; yet they are always leading. 
to Sin, in reſpect of the Perſons 1 ſpeak. 
of; who, if they be not careful to avoid 
them when they have it in their Power, 
will often find themſelves drawn into. the 
Snare, - before they are aware of it; be- 

cauſe the remote Occaſions, will inſenGbly 

draw. on the immediate ones; and then the, 

Temptation will prevail, and all the good 


8 they have made will bgnity no- 


ng, 
I will now. ſpeak, briefly, of the 1hicd 
and laſt Cauſe of ſpiritual Barrenneſz; or 
Obſtacle to Salvation, -mark'd out in the 
following Words; Aud ome fell among 
Thorns, and the Thorns growing up, together 
with. the Corn, choked il. Which is thus 
22 by Chriſt . But that which: fe 
Thorns, are they who have. hear 2 
| Ward, but with the Solicitudez, the Riches 
and Pleaſures 0 Life going, -are choked 
and bring forth. no Fruit. The Word 
gi g, imports . the. ſame as, by Degrees x 
or in Proceſs of Time : Becauſe, the Thorns 
that grow up with a choke it, not all 
at 


bring: rth an Hundred. fold. as 
. a and received by them; 
it enters into their Hearts, it takes mom 


N 4 f 
4 L494 4 
* . 


Bor what are the Thorn, which ch 
the growing Cotn f St. Luke mentions 
threr ; the Soheftudes, the Riches, and Plea- 
fures of Life : Bat St. Maithew reduces them 
to two;  Solitfiudes and Riches : Becauſe 

r 
$$ £64 A bot of e 1 


is 


made inſtrumental to thoſe Pleaſures, which 


Maultitude of 2 which encumber them 


N 
N 
1 
, 


by which they are procured 

For Riches wauld not hinder Salrution, 
but rather facilitate and promote it; were 
they not abuſed by their Poſſeſſors in being 


draw- their Hearts from God, and link 


them inſenſibly to this World: The ſame is 


$0 be ſaid of the Solicitudes of this Life : 
They are Thorns to the Soul, when they 


engage the Heart ſowholly in their Intereſt, 


as to take it off from the Concerns of a 
better Life : For then, tho? the Seeds of 
Piety and Virtue were once deeply laid, 


„ in the Croud and Hurry uf 


Affairs, and in the End e 
anke #0 Fruit. 155 

This is the Moral of this, Part of. the 
Parable and it ſets forth in lively Colours 
the Character of thoſe unfortunateChriſtians; 


who, after a virtuous Education, and conſi-. 


derable Progreſs in the Way of everlaſting 


Happineſs, entring into the World, are by 


l by it. Going, they are 
being engaged in a 


with Solicitudet, and leave no Room for 
the Concerns of their Souls; or by giving 


themſelves over to it's Pleaſures, Which 
gain Ground inſenſibly upon their Aﬀec- 


| cs r — by the 
K ſame 
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tion, include Pleaſures 3 «hong anten ; 


 muth/Buſinebs and the Run uf thoſe, 


— 


ſame Degrees as — 
World. So that Jalicitades and Pleaſures, 
: tho' Phiugs of u different Nature, agree in 
_ equally,/by-their Exceſs, an Obſtacte 
the 'Growth of Virtue. The Solivirudn 
of the Wodd full the Heart, and) it's Phea- 
fures corrupt it; and bottcthe one und che 
ocher infuſe a worldlySpiris, ri, incomſiſtent With 
the Spirit of God. The NMisfortune of 
thoſe, who are loſt. by an Exeſs of Solienude, 
is moſtly occalion'd by their 400 


who are corrupted with Pleaſures, is moſti y 
owing to their having no-Bufmeſs- at all: 
Whio?' both Parties might find a middle 
Way to ſteer their Courſe in, between theſe 
two Rocks, without. ſpliting upon either: 
„us co your Men of Buſineſs; if Avarice 
or Ambition were not conſulted, a great 
Part of thar Buſineſs, which ober- charges 
Men with Solicitude, and tmabes them for- 
get Alighty might de vetrench'd; 
and then chey /w αmU¹, find Time enough for 
the Performance of fach Chriſtian? Duties, 
as would be a Means, not oy eo preſerve 
the Love of God in their Hearts; but ro 
even their temporal Emp | 
unh conſecrate all chat to God, which is 
uf ſacrificed to Obvetouſneſs und Pride. 
But as to thoſe, Who, under Pretentesof 
3 Having no-Buſineſs a all, run tere, oh 


* 
. 
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-pdlite Exceſs of Divettifernems and Plea- 
(ſures, to murder Time, whichwould otherwile 
de heavy upon their Hands; theſe Perſons 
: cannat-deny at leaſt, but that they have one 
neceſſary and indiſpenſable Buſineſs to do, 
5 the Saving of their Souls 3 and 
4 e Time and Leiſure they have for 
it, th more inerrufibletheꝝ ate if they neg 
Jett it. Whatreaſonable Pvetence can hin- 

8 der chem from aſſiſting daily at the Hay 
to do it? What can hinder them from ſuy- 


of a Part of chat Time, which isaButden 
to them: If the Preſtription appears difa - 
\greeable, it is 2 Sign their Souls are very 
-muchsindifpoſed, een highly in meod 
B 
there will till remain — on ry 
and tut too many indeed, to be wholly 
thromn away upon Fleaſure; Means may 
de found to prevent this Loſs, in ſuch a 
Manner nner as cannot be ſaid to be inconſiſtoat 
} K with 


——— hay 


— — — 


— 


8 ——— ̃ r! p, ren ö 
9 py * \ * 4 % , 
= a 4 . : 
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ſons here chiefly 


tb 


; Yor mnt no T 
d As 


* 


0 Handy- craſt or e. Employment 
. 
_ other End, than to keep 


_—' ſuch — of: Pleaſure as 
ſeldom within the Bounds of what is 
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with a Chriſtian. Life: For, tho' the Per- 
ſuppoſe, under L Nerd „ = 
a Neceſſity in 
ru nee 
U can fee no Reaſon to excuſe them 


dent, of 


to the Ladies, are uſually brought up 
to ſome Work, ſuitable to their Condition; 


in which they may employ” their vacant 
Hours, in a very Chriſtian Manner. And 


as to the Gentlemen (tho* many of them 


| ane particular Calling, — however, 
very great Misfortune,) I preſume at 

; Tas err holly ne of ſome 
eaſt; red and wr much Time 
Lee this way, it not 
lor others, at leaſt themſelves? They 


may li likewiſe amuſe themſelves — 


do, for ni 
4 out of 


innocent, even e 
6 


1 » ; If 
% ö 4 
- = 
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If they fay, they are not of an Humour 
to ſet themſelves to any ſerious Employ- 


ment; they may as well ſay, they are not 


of an Humour to live like Chriſtians : 


They are not of an Humour to do Pe- 
nance for their Sins: Infine, they are not 
of an Humour to ſave their Souls. For 
that is the plain Engliſh of it: Since it is 
certain, that as long as their Hearts and 
Affections are running mad after the Plea- 
ſures of this World, they will not only, 
never be of an Humour to do any .thing 
that is ſerious; but the Commandments 
themſelves, and all the moſt eſſential Duties 
of a Chriſtian Liſe, will, at laſt be ſacti- 
ficed to Sloth and Pleaſure. 
But it is now Time to end. And Gace 
great Numbers are concern'd in this latter 

of the Parable ; I mean all thoſe, wha 
are either too buſy, or too idle, to a iy 
themſelves to the Concerns of their 
the beſt Advice I can 
ſider ſeriouſly, that Time is ſhort z that there 
is an Eternity to come; te Prove is 


re then i Be. -z 


_ | Morak eee 


: 
— Dang ee. * 
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The Li ———— 


The Sin of Concealment in Con- 
* * feſhon, | 


CE 


d Luke ui. 14. 


BE Perſon; out of whois eirin 
caſt the D#mb' Devi}, here ſpoken of, 
poſſeſs dd in 
in the World poſſefod in Soul, by 
the ſame Evil Spirit. Among theſe we 
may reckon all ſuch, as out of Soth or 
Shame, defer” from Time to Time to have 
Nerourſe to the Sacrament of Penance: 
The whereof affords their Enemy 


c 


too 


cult to diſſodge him. 

IF or one re BNNY folly under the Ty- 
rannicat Power of the —— Devil, than 

thoſe Ehtriffians ; who, overcome 

Witch Shartie, chooſe to prophane the moſt 


ke 3 of Religion, and con- 


tinue 


de was eng at Devi, + war 


But there are but 


e Neglect 
R Rn ne 


\ 
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ina under the Burden of an 2 
ſcience, by. waltully; concealing ſome Sin, or 
ht 5. of it, rather than 
give Glory to God, and Eaſe to their own 
Souls, by an humble Diſcharge of this Du- 
ty: And, how infinitely more deplorable is 
the. Condition of theſe, Perſons, than if their 
Bodies were delivered up to Satan, to be 
tormented by him? For all this might be. 
without Prejudice to their eternal Happi- 
neſs; becauſe their on Wills might — 
n it: But theſe uphappy Wretches 
wiltul Authors of their own Miſ- 
F Fat are under the Power of the 
e they are reſolved to be ſo: 
————— — 
of, Will, to ſpeak: And the they haue the 


Hang, if they will but open Hei Mouths to 
8 ef it, they, chooſe to con- 


. — Ts ret — —— than —_—_ 


miliation, to be-deliver'd — "dg W 
Since therefore, the Undergoing the Hy- 

miliation of yortng all our Sins, is an 
indiſpenſable Duty I ſhall, treat of it at 
large, in this and the foHowing Diſcourſe; 


intending to repreſent the Greatneſs of the 


n, as well, as Folly, a Perſon commits in 
IE _ Ix that 1 is _— 


Meace of gre Deliverne aways ready as 


to it: Nys, to gratify his'own Pri 
Malice ; to which Nothing is more inſup- 
Portable, than the humble Confeſſions of 


The Devil (ſays 
 effabli 
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able-in Confeſſion : The Folly of it ſhall 
de ſhew'd in my 
Preſent, I ſhall only explain the Proper 


next Diſeourſe; and at 


Nature and Aggravations of it. 
To conceal a Sin in Conſeſſion, ua Crime 
of that Nature, that we cannot doubt but 


_ the Devil himſelf is the great Promoter of 


it: He has a double Aim in temptin 3 


Sinners; and 2dly, to 
of thoſe whom he has already 
{that if he can 


repenting 
the Slavery 
in his Power; welt knowing 


but get them into thia Snare, he is ſecure of 


them: We may therefore be well aſſured, 


that whenever the Shame of Conkeſling a0 
Sin begins to gain Ground ſo far upon 

as to put us upon 

ſhall or ſhall not do our Duty, tis the Devil 

Thoughts; tis the 


deliberating whether we 


ſuggeſts theſe dangerous 


mortal Enemy of our Souls endeavours to 
tic up our Tongues, that the Hands of 
Mercy may be for ever ſhut againſt us; tis 


the Father of Lies makes us — of - 


«0 


ure us a ſolid Glory. 


t. Chry wee ) inverts the 


what alone can 


Order e 2 by G 
d by bim is, that ww "ſhould b 
to Sin, and glory in confeſſing our 


Sins: The Devil itoerts this Order, * 


For the m—_ 5 
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| a; a' Confidence toSin, and a Shame 10 canfe 1. 
Fs " Whill he tempts Men Sin, tis his 
Buſineſs to make them thro allShame ; 
this being one of the en ints Al- 
mighty God has laid upon h Nature: 
Bur when the Sin i accompliſd; and the 
Party concern'd begins to look back with 
a heavy Heart upon the Offence he has 
compiling? then the Devil returns upon him 
with new Snares; and inſtead of 
him of Shame as before, he heightens. it as 
much as he can; inſtead of hiding from 
him the Deformity of his Sin, he ſets it 
in the broadeſt Light before him, and repre- 
ſents it under the moſt frightſul Aggrava- 


kim with ſuch an exceſſive» Confulion for 
what he has done, that the | Difficulty. of 
Confeſſing becoming inſupportable, it may 
— deſpernceRelalutionef either 
utterlya the Sacrament of P 

the only left to ſecure his Return 

to God; or, what is worſe, to play theHy- 
and impoſe upon his Confeſſor. 
This is the Devil's ordinary Stratagem, 
which has ever brought him in ſuch a plen- 
_ tiful Harveſt of Souls, that it is no Wonder 

he ſhould ſtill continue to practiſe the ſame 
Cheat upon us: But the great Wonder is, 

dat nit, 3 both of Faith 
Fi 663 5 and 
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and Reaſon to guide them, ſhould be ſo 
ealily drawn into theSnare, and induced to 
commit a Sin, attended with fo many Aggra- 
vations; that we may properly call itaCom- 


wy ne ris, Mart up in one 


le Act. 
or, Reg, the Party concerns is gil 


of Scrilege; chat is, the Abuſe of a Sa- 
cramet inſtituted by Chriſt to reſtore Grace 
to his Soul; and this Abuſeis but theFore- 
runner of another of a much blacker Na- 
türe, viz. a {acrifegious Communion, which 
follows of courſe. on 5 

2a), He is'guilty ypocrify, — 
Ute of a folemn AR of Religion to 
a Sin; in taſking a diabolical Pride with 
u counterfeic Humility; in to ap- 
B , — When he is 
pl wicked: And finally, 


e tance ſor Sins paſt, 
When de is ny enereaſing his 
former Guilr, nd! defigning foon after to. 


dl, hn de. 
eee 

of Goes rs. 
in de 


add do it another moſt 
34%, He is guilty 
ſpifing the greateſt” 
mefs-rowards him 4nd: 

min him lies, the Defigns of his 


uling his Bleflings as Arms wo bght 2 ri 


bim 

© However, theſe are bur the inſeparable 

5 Circumſtances of this Sin Hut its N 
E 


——— RE LIL —_—_z_r— 3 


ere En We 257 
if "ue 
id ence rk cots . bs 


Gb boſe: F ont: 2120 125 1.585 
of, ir is to be obſery that w ef 
officiates. i in the Sacred key onal of Per 


nee, be acts there as G50 Re fenta- 

tive, and Public Nigel of ſts Co 
ow whatever Affront is © to a ES 

ck Miniſter, elpec tally when he acts as 


uch, refles _—_ * whoſe bg > 


ag before 
| 5 19945 order to trea LY 
1 15 Concern Glentlen, or 
e making a ſolid Find l ating Peace with 
ad ; ; bis Behaviour, 1 i Ls 24 | 
| dered no otherwiſe, th Nr as if Ch bim- 
If wi were : vitibly reſent to him : And, 
conſequence all Reden and Double- 
4 lin uſed with A Conte flor, 6 t Ie 
ual Admin ration of his facre unc- 
Toi 


5 impoſing ypo c, e ee and 
to tl : One, ſame as Lying to 
me Fa, et? 
cw, to . gradually i in Hein 
the Na ature o this Sing RY us firſt 0 


hateful al Sort 0 is to 
1 5 15 x 7 hings ( 457 95 omon, Prov. 


Which Gol 2 and the ſecond 
e is a Lyin 1 3 Again, in his 


vi. 16 


ot che 


| . r 7 ha us, Us Lying . 


* 


_ . "his Darknes, 


ELLE 
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are an Abomination to the Lord: And 
therefore, in the goth Chapter, he humbly 

rays God to ee eee 
E . the Reaſon, hereof 9 8 to 
; u is directly te to 
one of Gers Arvibus, to iT ruth : 
And ſince he cannot but love his own Di- 
vine Perfections, it follows, that he cannot 
but hate e is directiy oppoſite to 
any of them. 

" Bur to be more YR FA of the 
God bears to Lying, let us conſi- 
— 4 how odious a Quality it is accounted, 
Men: For tho* Man's Rea- 
4 be much obſcured by the Sin he bri 
into the World, and the numberleſs Pa- 
ions it gives Birth to, which are as ſo man 
. dark Clouds about the Soul; yet, &, amid 
one has till Light 
to diſcern, in ſome Meaſure, the 
Beauty and Lovelineſs of Truth; and the 
ame Glimpſe of Light, by which we ſee 
the admirable Beauty of this Virtue, diſco- 
vers at the ſame Time the Deformity of 
ies oppoſite; Vice: Whence it is, that all 
Men in che World naturally hate a Lying 
Tenne; for Proof whereof I need but 
- offer this familiar Inſtance, that no Man, 
tender of his Credit, can bear the Impu- 
tation of it; and that one of the greateſt 


—_—_— a Man of 
* 


* 


| 
| 
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Honour, is to give him' the Lye: A my . 
Mark, that it is judged an infamous 
lity, which finks a Man to a en De- 
gree of Meanneſs, and ranks him with the 
Scurn of Mankind : Nay, even thoſe, who 
are moſt addicted to it, both hate it in 
others, and hide it, as induſtriouſly as they 
can, from being remarked in themſelves ; 
as appears in the Trouble and Concern 
they betray when taxed with it, and the 
Confuſion they ſuffer when convicted of it. 
Hence it ap that Lying is not only 
univerſally deteſted; but that the Opinion 
Men have of its Deformity, proceeds from 
an inbred Principle of Nature; and is ſo 
deeply rooted, nothing can efface it; 
And what Wonder is it then, that Zying 
Lips (as Solomon has told us). ſhould be an 
Abomination to God ? For if Men, cor- 
rupted as they are with Sin, and blinded 
with Paſſion, are, by a certain irreſiſtable 
_ Impreſſion of Na ture, ſo enamoured of the 
admirable Bea y of brad, that they cane 
not but regard a Lying Tongue as a 
Thing worthy of Hatred and Averſion; 
how much more odious and hateful muſt 
then this Vice be to the pure Eyes of God; 
who fully comprehending the infinite Ex- 


cellency' of his own Divine PerfeCtions, 
whereof Truth is one, has alſo a clear and 
W tempted aj of the Defor- 
| mity 


296 e dee 


| eee ome of hich Are of - 
Dom plection than i "AG 
for Inftance 1 1 opt 15 ſurprif Fa 
a trivia] or 1 + Ye, Dy all dagen 
f 
or to . out Fe 


8500 to 1 . a wilful 


cen * 9000 8 Whatever is 4 very 
bad -Diſ} poſition, 


taken from the 


e rec 9 Rela M of t the A 
ce ned; "Fits ap perky or ar Falle- 
hogd i is 2 greater fence in Perſon $ s By 
TR a mutual Configence in each 
y 15 others. wha are wholly free 1 85 
, The fame may be ſaid 
8 Ren 7 Ol 11d to a Parent, or 
of a Sub ject er ſon veſted with pub- 
ok 7 N TN” Which give. an Ap- 
ae to the Sin of Lying : For tho' 
euch and fair Dealing be a Debt we owe 


"wall ane Jet ſome have, doubtleſs, 
more 


Yer, Eras Ly + roo have their Pe- 


et 
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more Title to it than others: So that tho? 
ſtudied and premeditated Lying be always 
a very ill Thing, tis never more deteſt- 
able, than when ou but 1 ly 
Sincerity is, upon ſome ſpecial Title, juſtly 
—— on the one hand, and expreſly 
No then, to return to the Matter be- 
us; I leave every one to judge, from 
Sin it muſt be, to lye to a Confeſſor: For 
if all Sort of Lying, but eſpecially pre- 
penſed and ſtudied Lying, be very hateful 
to God, as I have fully ſhewed ; if to diſ- 
ſemble and play the 2 — 
rent or Superior, or any Perſon, to 
whom we owe and profeſs — eo 
Sincerity and Candour, be yet a fouler Sort 
of Lying, than when: *tis only practiſed 
towards an indifferent Perfon 4 how hateful 
a Thing muſt i be to come with a preme- 
ditated and deliberate Lye to a Miniſter of 
Chriſt; who, beſides his being a ſpiritual 
2 one to „ede, make Pro- 
ſeſſion of the greateſt Confidence, in feem- - 
ing to truſt him with the very Secrets of 
our Hearts, is, over and above, by Virtue 
of his Function, the R ive of Je- 
ſus Cbriſt; how deteſtable, I ſay, is it to 
juggle and diſſemble with a Perſon of this 
Character; ſince Lying to ſuch a one is 


nos 


ad, What Sort of 
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not Lying to a Man, but to God himſelf, 
Denn told you. 
And can a Chriſtian think of ſuch a Sin, 
| without Horror ? Is it not a Crime, that 
juſtly deſerves to be deteſted, wi the 
5 Hatred and Averſion ? If Chriſt 
d manifeſt himſelf viſibly to us, durſt 
| — have the Boldneſs - a oe 
im ; or attempt to paſs aLye upon him 
And is it not the ſame Affront, whether he 
be to us in his own Perſon; or in 
the Perſon of his Miniſter ? It is fo with- 
out all Diſpute 3; ſince he has expreſly de- 
clared, that he tube deſpiſes bis Minifters, 
deſpiſes bim ; and he who deſpiſes bim, de- 
ſpiſes his' Father who ſent bim. For, if to 
deſpiſe God's Miniſters, be to deſpiſe God 
himſelf z to lie to God's Miniſter, is to 
lie to God himſelf: As i yer farther de- 
clared by St. Peter, upon a 
fionz wherein God thoug | 
his Hatred to this Sin, by ſo ſevere ex- 
emplary a Judgment; as ſtruck the w 
Jer 1 NN 
ume, ye all gueſs, I mean tra- 
gical End of Anne. and Sapbira; who 
having ſold an Eſtate, pretended, as other 
Chriſtians had done, to bring the whole 
Price of it to St. Peter- Whereas, in ef- 
feet, they had kept back ſome Part of it 
or aa private Uſe. But St. Peter, 
knowing 
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knowing by Divine Revelation, 1 
they came to put him, was 
wounded at r and being el 
with a juſt Indignation, ſpoke thus to Ana- 
nias; Why has Satan tempted thy Heart to _— 
he unto the Holy Ghoſt ? For thou haſt not 
Hed unto Men, bat unto God. Whereupon 
the unfortunate Wretch, as one thunder- 
ſtruck; fell down dead at St. Peter's Feet; 
and a few Minutes after, his Wite, who 
had been an Accomplice with him in his 
Crime, received the ſame Reward of her 
Hypocriſy. | 

This is the Achbunt given us by St. 8 
Luke, of the exemplary Judgment, that 
befel this unhappy Couple: And tis to be 
particularly obſerved ;- that St. Petey ſtiles 
their Sin, a Lying 10 the Holy Ghoft, For : 
though he knew Cheat was e 
ly ingetided and praiſed upon himſelf; 
yet, in as much, as he was Chriſt's Mini- 
fer, he conſidered the Injury as done to 
God himſelf ; and fo the Puniſhment was 
proportioned accordingly. However, we 
may farther obſerve, that in the Caſe of 
theſe two Perſons, fo ſeverely puniſhed ; 
there was neither Sacrilege nor Tnjaſlice; 
but the whole Charge againſt them was, 
Lying and Hypocriſy : Whereas, in the 
Caſe of a falſe-hearted Penitent, beſides | 
Foul dag, — Hypocriſy, 


240 8 


and Lyag ie ius neh Cl there: is over 
and-aboye, 3, U ha already obſerved, a 
Sacrament. prophaped.;z; God's. Bleſſings a- 
| buſed s his — upon; and and the 
moſt effeQuatMeans of Amendment, turn- 
_ ed: into an QOccaſion of greater Sins: So 
that, all Circumſtances J. weigh'd, it 
pPlainly appears, — Crime. of 3 coun- 
_ teefeix Penitent, is far more grievous in it- 
ſelf; and, by-conſequence, more deteſtable 

: in the Sight of God, than the Sin he 
| thought i n expres. his Harrod to, by 
ſuch a terrifying and exemplary Judgment. 

Bus do he: then let this Sig go unre- 

venged®. No, rein: For though: the. Cri- 

Minal ſufſexy no preſers Puniſhment in Bo- 

yx. kigSpub fals under the Malediction of 
Gad, in the very Inſtant be commits, the 
Fact. Sei thas Gbit his deluged Confel- 
for, afting/te the bet of his Koowledee, 
k duſy in prongupcing. his, Ahſelution; Al- 
Wighty God, who cannot be impoſed up- 


on. looks don upon bc wich Indignation; 
and inſtead of c ing the. wrillyg, 
that was againſt him, ratifies it in the Court 
of Heaven and from his inviſible Tribu- 
Kal. -daongs: his Sou), te en Epcreaſe of 
Ions, aniwereble to the ene of 
; bis Guilt. 

+6 cen the Tims of Life, being 
2 Mcxey, dhe eee 
| again 
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againſt him may be reverſed ; provided he 
renders himſelf of it: And in Re- 
gard hereof, he is ever bound to acknow- 
ledge God's infinite Goodneſs, in allowing 
him that Time of Forbearance, which he Fe 
refuſed to thoſe, who were guilty. of a leſs 
Sin : Nay, this Confideration-a- 
lone” furniſhes Motive enough, to raiſe in 
his Soul, the greateſt Deteſtation of the Sin 
he has committed: And ſince it is without 
| Diſpute, that God expects he ſhould make 
| this Uſe of the Forbearance he favours him 
| with x if he neglects to do it, he only lives | 
2 on to his Condemnation x" and it | 
had been- for him, had the ſame vv 
Judgment, which followed Auania and | 
Saphire fo eloſe at the Heels, e | 
ken him in the very Inſtant, he not only 
mitated but out · did their Crime. 
Hall cloſe my Diſcourſe, with an Ad- 
monition to all ſurh, as are charged with! 
the Government of Children ; to uſe their 
utmoſt” Watchfulneſs and Care, to bring 
chem up with the greateſt Abhozrence pot- 
ſible,” of the Vice of Dying. The parti- 
cular Reaſon of thi Caution, is becauſe (be- 
that Lying is a very bad Quality in 
kſelf ; and due Mother bf — Tale in 
ones, that either ſpawn ſrom it, or take 
3 | ſhelter under it ;) there is one very great 
ed Miſchief attending it, which many perhaps 
nſt have 
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of Lying out of the Confeſſional, is a fair 
Step towards Lying in Confeſſion. For 'tis 
with this, as with all other Vices its Pro- 
greſs is gradual, and gains upon us almoſt 
CCC 
Children begin at firſt with little Excu- 
ſes, very near a-kin to Lyes, to cover 
their ordinary Faults; and prevent their 
being chid or corrected by their Parents. 
By doing this often, and finding the Bene- 
fit of it, they proceed inſenſibly to down- 
right Lying, whenever it ſerves their Turn. 
and familiar, the 


w_ y: Degrees: And thus, a falſe and inſin- 
| Temper being contracted by a long 
= "Cuſtom of Lying to Men, diſpoſes them in- 
*P ; ly, to venture Lying to God 
himſelf. For this Reaſon, all, thoſe that are 
employ*d about Children, - ſhould make it 
their Buſineſs, to inſpite them, from their 
very Infancy, with a Love for Truth, and 
Hatred to Lying: And in order to. it; 
whenever this Vice happens to be mention d 
before them, it ought always to be ſpoken 
of with the utmoſt Deteſtation; and repre- 
ſented in ſuch Colours, as may give them 

1 | ut 
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But Care ſhould be alſo taken, that 

Children ſhould always fare the worſs\for 

telling a Lye 3 and the better for han 

the Truth. For if they find by Exper: 

ence, - that they are ever n Danger of te. 

ing Loſers by Lying, and ſure of being 
Gainers by ſpeaking the Truth; this will 
inſenſibly nouriſh in them, an Hatred of 
the one, and a Love and Eſteem of the 
other: The Effect whereof will be, that 
being from their Infancy, with | 
an Averſion to all Untruth ; Sincerity will 4 
become habitual, and almoſt natural to 
them: And fince the beſt Security againſt = 
Sin, is to at the greateſt 'Diſtance ö 
from it; *tis evident that choſe, who have | 
an Abhorrence even of any Sort of Lying, 
will not eaſily become guilty of the fouleſt 
Part of it; and the Saying of Chriſt will 
be verified in this, as well as other Inſtan- 
ces; viz. He that is faithful in that which 
is leaſt, is faithful alſo in much. Lale 
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dis that Which hinders a Sinner from 
layi the true State of his Conſcience; 
without which, his Soul can never; be re- 

ore to ..the Liſe of Grace. But the 
Confuſion, Which has Grace in rhis Lite, - 
and eternal Glory in. the: next, for its Re- 
was, is that, Which a enitent ſubmits to, 
in bechming his own Recuſer. r 
appears, that the Concealment of apy Sip, 
in Confeſſion, is not only the Addition o 
a moſt grievous . as has been proved 
{courſe ;-but is over and 

above, the very higheſt Strain of Folly and 
- Madneſs; as ſhall be ſhewn ** in this 


8 Entertainment. 


If a Sinner, by impoſing upon his Con- 
feffor, could at the ſame Time deceive Al- 


' © might 


zie Aras Open to 


very Sin, which he 
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eternal Damnation, than purchaſe 


1 would not be very mercifully dealt with, 
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a Criminal condemmid to die, 


Would bare iv Tardom offer himg for 


only owniag his Crime in private, to one 


deputed by the z Would he not be 
| e b 


ſhould reſuſe to ſubmit to ne 


— 4 12 would certainly. pronounce 
pond Gm to 
— Since therefore Almighty 
| val no harder Condition on Sinners, 
| his Word to deliver thoſe that 
ben Bacerely' to it from eternal Death, 
and the endleſs Miſeries their Fun have de- 
ſerved ; what Madneſs and Infatuation is it 


to reject ſo great a Mercy, and rather 
chooſe: 10 continue: under the Sentence of 


anker; 
don at fo cheap a Rate. 
Tou will ſay perhaps, the Condition re- 
| quired is no ſo eaſy us is pretended; lince 
to declare one's rr bers is a Thing to 
which Man's Nature greateſt Repug- 
nance: But to ſilence theſe Reaſonings of 
human Pride; let us ſuppoſe the ordinary 
Puniſhment of every Sin we commit, were, 


to have itexpoſed/as long as we live, to the 
View of eben- Pers rotten up and 


then I aſk \ in this Caſe, 8 
n k and 
„ 1 
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confeſs his Sins in private to a ſingle Per- 
ſon? And whether his refuſing to accept 
the Condition, would not draw on him 
the Imputation of Folly and Madneſs? 
The Caſe admits of no Diſpute, ſince com- 
mon Prudence drecks every one to chooſe 
bean then bak — il clearly 

ing u * V c 
anſwer allDifficulties onthe. _ 
of natural Repugnance to the 
—— For let there be the — 

in Nature to it; if ſubmitting 

2 902 roar omg has left him to 
vent Evi greater, even in 
the fame kind, than what he to a- 
woidy his refuling to comp comply with the Con- 
dition, cannot be excuſed from the moſt 
extravagant Weakneſs and Folly. It re- 
mains then only to ſhew, that the Shame 
and Confuſion which will fall upon an im- 
penitent Sinner in the Life to come, will 
not only be infinitely greater than what he 
prehends in Confeſſing his Sins, but will, 
in every Reſpect, exceed any Confuſion poſ- 
fible in this World; even tho all his ſeerer 
Sins were to be continually td the 
View of every one that ſees or knows him. 
+ To make this clearly out, let us bur 
compare the one with the other. And rf, 
as to their Duration, 'tis plain that the long- 
eſt Confuſion © Nn can ſufſer in this 
Tom. III. E h Life 
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Life, cannet laſt longer than Life itſelf; 
Death will infallibly put a Period to it: But 
the Confuſion of the Reprobate in the Liſe 
to come, will laſt 2 Io 
But, will the Confuſion of the Reprobate 

in the Life to come, be only more laſting? 
No; it will alſo be greater beyond all Com- 
pariſon than any we can ſuffer in this Life: 
Hirt, Becauſe the monſtrous Deformity of 
Sin, both in Relation to Almighty God, and 
our own Souls, will by many Degrees be 
then more cleatly ſeen. by us, than *cis 
ever poſſible it ſhould in this World; 
where all our Ideas of Things are obſcure, 
.weak and imperſect. And 2dly. becauſe 
For one that can know our Sins now, even 
tho? they were manifeſted to all that con- 
wh us, or hear of us, Millions will 
know them hereafter : it being an undoubt- 
ed 2 Tide wm 15 ** 3 ” 
come, bring 10 t 1. en Things 
Dartieſ, and manifeſt the ſecret Coun- 
ſels- of er Man's Heart... Now ſince 
- the Root of Shame is nothing elſe but 
the Idea we have, partly of —ç Foulneſs 
of our Sins, a rtly of what others 
think of us on re, tis evident that 
the clear Idea we have of their Enormity, 
And the greater the Nember ioof thets 
whom. they are known, the allo 


greater 
muſt be the Shame occaſion'd by them z and 
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conſequently, the eternal Confuſion! of im. 

tent Sinners in the Life to come, will 
bee exceſſively heighten'd from both theſe 
Cauſes, that nothing in iii World. can 
come near it. 

Alas, poor Wreiches | They. are | here 
afraid of a little Confuſion before a ſingle 
Man; and they reflect not, that they muſt be 
expoſed before. a numberleſs Multicude of 


EXPO 
Men and Angels ; -which, join'd with their 


own clear Sight of: the Blackneſs of their- 
Sins appearing then before them in their 
own true Colours, without Cover or Diſ- 
guiſe, will throw ſo heavy a Load of Shame 
upon them, . that they will even wiſh to 
fink i into the N and hide themſelves 
in the darkeſt 


even 
thither, and be $6 boup a6 heir Flake 
that will never be m_— and their Vorm 
that will neuer die: Becauſe, as theDeformi- 
of their Sins will ever be before their 
yes, ſo will this gnaw ing and tormenting 
Thought be ever preſent to them; that they 
are to be eternally hated and deſpiſed by 
God, and all his Saints and Angels. 
ene leave qu to judge, whether 
Almighty God deals not very mercifully . 
with us, in putting it into our Power to 
e e 24 e 


fuſion 
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fuſion due to our Sins, for a momentary 
Humiliation before one ſingle Perſon; who, 
- as you all know, is under the ſtricteſt Ob- 
inviolable Secrecy, that human, 
and divine Laws can lay upon Hm; and 
whether our Refuſing to ſubmit to ſuch eaſy 
Terms of Reconciliation, be not a Weak- 
neſs and Folly more becoming a Man out 
of his Senſes, than one that LL d 
Judgment and Reaſon? 
However, to convince you ſtill more 

fully of this Truth, 1 thall make it ap 
- that our Sits is -recom! le 
even for the t Eaſe it gives; and that 
the Confufion, which uſually attends it has 
no real Foundation, but is'wholly grounded 
upon Miſtake and a deluded Imagination. 
As to the Aut. 'T have Experience clear 


„ -. „ every one that Ly, 
to a . bowwky 
— 2 from his own ws 


Sin upon a Conſcience is a Thorn ering 
—_—_— Fall and fret, till 15 4 
a an n't Body 
Abd s Ate yi 
Eaſe, 4il/the | 
Mutter let out, fo is it no leſs im 
e for a Sinners Sen be at 
ſe, till it be fully by a ſincere 


Oontetion, — 2 'of the Corrup- 


tion thatiopprety' l * 80 chat, let a — 
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flatter himſelf as he pleaſes, Experience 
will convince him, that nothing but plain 
Dealing, and frankly declaring his Sins, 
without Artifice, Shuffling, or Diſguiſe, will 
ever procure him that which js the greateſt 
Bleſſing of human Life, a true and ſolid 
Peace of Mind. 

And as to the other Part, VIZ, That the 
Confuſion a Penitent ſuffers in Confeſſing 
his Sins is all grounded upon Miſtake; I 
need but ſhew, that the Fear he has to loſe 
his Confeſſor's Eſteem by it, is wholly 
vain and. imaginary : For it would be very 
ſtrange. if that, which is the only Means 
to reſtare a Sinner to God's Favour and 
e ſhould * in the C Q — 


However, he is always bound to ſupfioſe 
at, as long as nothing appears to ground a 
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Secondly, Becauſe Truth and Sincerity 


are ſuch charming Virtues that a true Pe- 


nitent ever gains more that Way, than be 

can loſe by being his own Accuſer. And, 

 - Thirdly, Becauſe tho* Sin, whilſt it ſubliſts, 
may. defervedly bring the Party concerned 

5 Diſ-eſteem or Contempt; yet, in Re- 

its 


lation to a Penitent, it quite c 
Nature: For tis then con der'd as a Thing 
no longer in Being, or as a Thing that 
never was at all F becauſe a Sin, once blot- 
ed out by Repentanee, is, in effect, the 
ſame, as to its Guilt, as if it had never 


been committed. It is certainly ſo in the 


Judgment of Almighty God; who, _ 
a Sinner returns feriouſly to him; 
Sins paſt as utterly, and has the fame rh 
— him, as if he never had been guilty of 
any: And therefore every one ought to do 
that Juſtice to his 'Confeflbr, as to believe 
he underſtands his Duty better, than to 
entertain Sentiments directly o oppoſite to 
thoſe of Almighty God; or to harbour in 


his Heart an ill Opinion of one, whom he 


has Reaſon to regard as a Perſon honoured 


6 with the Friendſhip of Almighty: God. * 


It is true, a Confeſſor cannot have an in- 
fallible Aſſurance of the Repentance of the 
Party that preſents himſelf before him : 


contrary 
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contrary Judgment; and every one may 
be aſſured, that one of the beſt Marks he 
can have of the good Diſpoſition'of a Pe- 
nitent, is, to find him frank and ſincere in 
opening his Conſcience to him; whereas, 
if he has Reaſon to ſuſpect him guilty of 
Double-dealing, he cannot but entertain a 
very uncomfortable Opinion of him. 
But let us, after all, ſuppoſe a Perſon, 
by accuſing himſelf, ſhould, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, forfeit the Eſteem of his Confeſſor: 
Is this a rational Motive to play the Hy- 
ite, and continue under the Guilt of 
mortal Sin? How many are there in the 
World, who ſtick not to deal very plainly 
with their Phyſicians, tho“ they have the 
greateſt Repugnance to it? And ought, 
we not then to be as ready to ſuffer ſome- 
thing in Compliance with our Duty to 
God, and to prevent irreparable Miſchiefs 
from falling upon us? Or are we not in- 
finitely more crue] and barbarous to our- 
ſelves, in wilfully multiplying the mortal 
Diſtempers of our Souls by a criminal Si- 
lence, Sos if we took the ſame Courſe to 
deſtroy our Bodies? ES a7 
Blut here I ſhould be glad to aſk a Per- 
ſon concerned in this Crime, what it is he 
propoſes.to himſelf? Does he ever intend 
to confeſs the Sin he has concealed, or 
not? If not, then he renounces all Hopes. 
bs : | 6 4 of 


— 
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of Salvation, and reſolves directly to damn 
himſelf: And what a deſperate Reſolution 
is this in one, who believes there are eter- 
nal Flames pr for thoſe. who die in 
mortal Sin ? But, if he reſolves to confeſa it 
ſometime or other, why not ſooner as well 
as later? Nay; why not at firſt, as well as 
afterwards? For the he runs on 
in- this Courſe, the harder it will be to get 
out of it: Becauſe whenever he ſets about 
it, beſides his being then bound to declare 
the'Sin till then concealed, and the Num- 
der of Sacr 
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a ſadder Re 
e depend: upon an ae 
Expedient; viz, of making ed: Doo 
ſion for all upon their | Death- 


ts fine Project Gould miſery ſuppoſe 
ſhould die ſuddenly, or be out 
„ hat 


themſelves dropping 
till der jut feel - 
into Deſtruction, are ſo & ab 4 


ſternation, pro- 
(oor ri dee — 155 Fear * 
cling mot) and Repentance a 440 4 
ſcared into by _ — juſt dim, 
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him, Jooks ſo like that of a Man upon the 


Rack, Who is willing to ſay or do any 
thing for a little Eaſe, that there is all the 
Reaſon in the: World to ſuſpect there is 


5 more of Shew than Reality in it. 


I fay not this to encourage * 
| m any one, that ſnould prove fo unha y 
as to have put Things upon the laſt 
zard ;: becauſe, whatever:his Caſe may 
' endeavuuringto «repent, . make. h 
Peace with God, . the beſt Thing 
he can da at any Time whatever; and the 
laſt Moments of his Life cannot be better 
employed, than in a Work ſo neceſſary, as 
that of Confeſſing, and Repenting: How- 
ever, I think myſelf bound to deter all 
Med tom — tkeir Salvation upon 
ſo great an Uncertainty, andi letting Things 
come to a Paſs, that a Drath- bed Reper⸗ 
tance is all they have to depend upon. 
In a Word, Almighty: God is not to he 
mocked; -and thoſe who. deſignedly put off 
the confeſſing their Sins till they come to 
die, will, 1 wo find, by woful Experi- 
ence, that they have only played the De- 


85 


vil's Game for him, and been induſtrious 
in laying Snares to their own Souls. Let 
us beſeech Almighty God, to preſerve all 


Chriſtians from this fatal Blindneſs; and 
infuſe into their Souls ſo large a Portion of 
the _—_ of ä that dae may ever 


x abomi- 


CC 
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abominate all Infincerity.or Double- dealing; 
| but eſpecially when the Honour of his holy 
0 is concerned, and their own 
| n Intereſt K at Sale. * 


* - 5 — 4 * * os 4 « * * 0 } 
* 0 - 
* - 
— — —_ — 
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The LVIIIth Kurkaramnenr. 
The fatal Conſequences of unworthy 


Communions. Sum 


He this, eateth and arinketh unworthily, eat- 
eib and drinketh Damnation to bin Aae. 
1 1 Cor. xi. _— | 


O Acrilegious Confellions- if which 5 
nough has been ſaid) uſually lead the 
Way to unworthy Communions; the fa- 
tal Conſequences whereof ſhall be the Sub- 
Fer of this Entertainment. 

Before I enter upon this Subject, 1 ſhall 
explain briefly, the Nature of this Sin; 
which St. Paul expreſſes in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms poſſible, when he tells us, that 
Whoever ſhall eat this Bread, or drink the 
Cup of the Lord unworthily, "ſhall be guilty 
A ihe Body and Blaod of the Lord. 1 Cor; 
| The Reaſon. whereof is thus 

give = St. Chryſoſtome - Becauſe (lays he) 

| whoever 


—_ - _ 
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| whoever approaches to this Divine Table un- 
Wray, is like thoſe, who pierced the Body 
our Lord z not to drink, but to ſpill bis 
| Blood: That is: to fay, not to apply to 
themſelves, the ſpiritual Fruit and Benefit 

of it, but to prophane it, and trample it 

under Foot, according to St. PauPs Expreſ- 
lion in another Place. 

- Whence it follows, that the Sin of an 
unworthy Army marry wh gen the 
hi Degree Na- 

— hired conſiſting i in an Abuſe or 
Prophanation of any thing that is Holy 

the Conſequence is, that it is more or leſs 
' , _ eno6tmous, in Proportion to the Holineſs 
bf the Thing that is abuſed. A Church is, 
1 holy 3 and the Altar and Veſ- 
ſels belonging to it are likewiſe holy; be- 
' eauſe they are conſecrated to holy Uſes z 
| and a contemptuous Abuſe of any of theſe 
Things is in a certain Degree; 
tho” tis manifeſt they have no intrinlick 

Holineſs inherent in them, but are only 

holy from the Relation they have to the 
infinite Holineſs of God, to whoſe Service 

they are appropriated. But the bleſſed Eu- 
thariſt is rindcully, nay, infinitely holy ; 

| becauſe. it contains the very Source and 

Fountain of Holineſs, and it is ee 

true, that in it dwells the Godhead corpor 

So that it eminently excells the other Sa- 
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craments in Dignity ; and is not meerly an 
outward Sign o Grace, or Channel 
which it is convey'd to the Soul, but the 
Source itſelf, from which all Grace and 
Bleſſings flow. 

This makes it plain what I faid” juſt juſt 
now, vix. That the Sin of an unworthy 
Communicant is Sacrilege in be bigbeſt 
Degree : Becauſe, as the Thing prophaned 
by 2 is ſuperlatively holy, ſo is the 
Prophanation of it moſt ſuperlatively facri- 
legious and wicked ; and whereas in other 
Caſes of Sacrilege, theProphanation regards 
at moſt but Things cat les near Re- 
lation to God, in this it is level'd againſt 
God himſelf, and ſtrikes directly at 1 5 
And is not this a moſt. enormous and d 5 
teſtable Sin! Ought we not to have the 
greateſt Horror of it! 

Now then, let us ſee the Hatred God 
bears to Sacrilege of any kind whatever; 
and with what Severity be has often pun ih d 
it even in this Life; that we may gather 
from thence what Treatment a ſacrilegious 
Communicant may juſtly expect at his 
Hands: For in the firſt Place, we find the 
bare Prophanation of the material Temple 
of Zeruſalem, repreſented. by God himlelf 
as a Crime, he reſolved to puniſh i in the 
moſt exemplary Manner. His Words, 
Ezekiel the 5th, are as follow z M berefore 


1 live, 
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L ts, Jos the Lord God. Becauſe ibo 
haſt defiled. my.haly Place with all thy Abo- 
Minations, therefore. will Talſo defiroy thee + 
Neither will my Eye ſpare thee ;, neither will 
4 have Compaſſion on thee. . The reſt of the 
Chapter contains a frightful Catalogue of 
the ſeveral Puniſhments Almighty God 
| celign'd to inflict upon the Jews; and all 
x the Crime there ſpecified, - viz. Their 
having defiled his-holy Temple; which was 
ſo hateful to him, that he reſolved to re- 


- 
- 


venge it with the utmoſt Deſolations of 
hut the many ſudden and exemplary | 
udgments that have fallen upon Perſons 
in the very Act of Sacrilege, are the cleareſt 
Teſtimonies of God's Severity in puniſhing, 
- this Sin. Nabadand Abiu having, contrary 
to God's Law, kindled their Cenſers with 


hane or common Fire, a Flame iſſued 

m the Lord, as the 7 ſays, and 

devour'd them in an Inſtant, Oza was 

ſtruck dead for only preſuming to touch the 

Art, when it was in Danger of Falling. 
[ 


All the Inhabitants of Aotus were puniſh'd 
with cruel Plagues, for having placed the 
faid Ark, which they had taken from the 
Hraelites, in the Temple of Dagon; and 
above fifty thouſand Bethſamites were de- 
ſtroy' d, for not paying a due Reſpect to it, 
i it paſs d through their Country. _— 
tt” | v ' 
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whilſt he was prophaning the holy Vellels, 
which his Grandfather had tranſported our 
of the Temple of Fernſalem to Babylon, 
was terrified with the A pparition of a Hand, 
vriting the Sentence of his Condemnation, 
which was accordingly executed upon him 
that very Night: And Heliodorys, attempt- 
ing to execute the ſacrilegious Orders of his 


Prince, was ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed upon the 


very Spot, by two Angels appearing in De- 
fene of the holy — tha had not 


| r for him, it had coſt him 
is gs 
«LF omit innumerable other — of 
God's Wrath, manifeſted in his ſevere Judg- 
ments on thoſe, that have had the Boldneſs 
either to violate holy Places, or treat with 
| Diſreſpect Things cvnſecratet to his Ser- 
vice: But from the few I have | 
I leave every Chriſtian to judge, whether 
n has not Reaſon 
to apprehend the ſevereſt Effects of God's 
Wrath: The Matter will appear beyond 
all Queſtion, if we but conſider theſe, three 
Truths; 1ſt, that God never puniſhes any 
Sin beyond what it deſerves : | 2dly, that 
his Juſtice obſerves a 
the Puniſhment and Guilt of the Offender : 
And gdly, that the Sacrilege of an unworthy 
Communicant is beyond all Meaſure more 


8 than that of any 1 the foremen- 
tionꝰd 


between 
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tion'd Offenders: For what compariſon can 
there be hetween his Crime and theirs ?; Are 
got the —— ChriſtianReligion and 
and ity Sacraments y the Sacrament 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt more holy 
the Rites. and Ceremonies of the Mo- 
ſaick Law? Or is not Chriſt himſelf infinitely 
more holy chan the Jeuiſb Temple, or the 
Ant or Feſſels belonging to it? The Mat- 
ter will admit of no Diſpute: Nor can we 
- therefore doubt but that the Puniſhment of 
an uaworthyCommunicant, who abuſes God 
in his own Perſon, will be proportionably 
more 2 he is more ul than 


— — dy Al- 
mi Gades wed: when Rignvr.mill his 
| one Day- revenge the wicked Abuſe 
of ihe Hol of Fes? If bis Indignation 


was ſo againſt the Prophaners of his 
Temple: uch wh what Fury will it diſcharge 


itſelf upon ho offer the boldeſt In- 
dignities to the Majeſty of God: himſelt ? 
Finally, if Idolaters themſelves were chaſ- 
tied wund ſuch remarkable Severity, only 
for placing the Art of the Covenant in the 
Temple of Dagen : can Chriſtians, who 
3 in an 
wit 


3 
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with Sin, and inhabited by che — 


ſume their Crime will not draw u 
8 anſmerable — 

it 

IJ own, I cannot but wonder that thoſe, 
who go to commit it with full Knowledge 
and Deliberation, 2 
—_— the living God, — be I 
Examples of his Juſtice upon the very Spot; 
as ſome others, who have had the Bold- 
neſs to attempt it, have been before them, 
if we may believe St. Cyprian and St. Chry- 
ſoftome ,, who relate, that ſeveral in their 
Times became diſtracted, upon their having 
PS. Cyprian al- 
that ſome others were deliver d 
over to be poſſeſsd and tormented by the 
— — — and that a wet 
rain Woman, in private eaten of 
Meats that had deen offer'd to Idols, and 
coming not long after to communicate with - 
other Chriſtians, had no ſooner received 
the Bleſſed Sacrament, but ſound herſelf 
inwardly tormented, as if ſhe had taken 
ſome ſtrong Poiſon, and died i 
upon it, to the great Terror of the whole 
Aſſembly. The fame Father relates ſome 
other very terrifying Examples of this Na- 
ture, which I omit for Brevity-Sake ; theſe 
E S r 


communicated unworthily: 
ſo relates, 
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it is to be concerned in 'a Crime, which 
| may draw the like Judgments on us. 
- However, I muſt own theſe viſible bag 
ments are but rare, comparatively to the 
Number of thoſe that deſerve them: For 
tis with this Crime as with. all others z they” 

are always equally abominable in the Sight 
| of God: But he contents himſelf with- 
manifeſted his Hatred of them, by 

ſome viſible Examples of his Juſtice upon- 
| lar Offenders ob each kind: The reſt 
he remits, for their deſerv*d Reward, to the 

to the World to come. Thus he has ſuf- 
 Gciently teſtified his Hatred to Murder, A. 


infliting exemplary Chaſtiſements upon 
Murderers, Adulterers, and thoſe that for- 
fear themſelves ; tho” innumerable others, 
as guilry as they in the ſame kind; have ef- 


And thus it is i in Reference to the Crime 
we now - 

- bundantly: 
1 eee a Sin ĩt is to abuſe his holy Sa- 
- eral by the exemplary Rigour, where- 
with lie 122 — revenged it: Many, 
. perhaps more deeply :concern'd, ſeem to 
ä 6 py this emboldens them 
to perſiſt im their Crime : But let them not 
- preſume tos long: The _ of hs. 
ony 


- 


| i 


duitery, Perjury, &c. by now and then 


— — any ſuch Judgments falling 
them N 


ſpeak bf. Almighty God has a- 
taken Care to let us know ho- 
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only increaſes the Debt, which will be, ſoon- 
er or later, demanded to the laſt Farthing, 
Let not any one (ſays St. Cyprian, ſpeaking 
. of unworthy Communicants) imagine be has 
eſcaped Puniſhment, becauſe it is as yet ſome+ 
what delay d; ſince God's delaying o chaſftiſe 
bis Sins, ought' rather to increaſe bis Fear: 
For when Almighty God ſeems to take no 
Notice even of the moſt crying Sins, and 
holds his Hand even when he is moſt pro- 
voked to ſtrike, it is a Sign the Offender is 
teſerved for an Aſter· Blow, and mark d out 
nuns everlaſting Viiim of the ſevereſt 
ulrice;,- - -/ 

However, if we jadge of Things byFaith; | 
we ſhall find, an-unworthy Communicant 
goes hot unpuniſh'd, even in this Life; tho? 
no viſible udgment falls | 
thoꝰ God's ſends him no viſible Plagues, he 
delivers up his Soul to inviſible ones, more 
2 to him, than if all the Plagues of 


upon him: For 


Egypt fell upon him: The firſt of theſe is 


the Death of his Soul, or rather an In- 
ereaſe of Death, if I may call it ſo-: 
For tho' the Death of the Body admits of 
no but it is the ſame whether it 
be occalion d by one or a thouſand mortal 
Wounds; it is not ſo with the Death of the 
Soul: Every mortal Sin is an Increaſe of 
it, in as much as it removes the Soul at a 
1 Diſtance from God, 0 her 
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Return to him more difficult, puts a freſh 

2 her PANS. Life of 
Face, and gives the a a ſtronger 

hold of her. 2 5 


Now 


— 
* 
- 


—_ 


ilt, the Abuſe of the Sacraments 
be attended with them in a 


"if 
ty 
f 


: 
: 
. 


1 
4 
: 


. 


: 
] 


AP 


eee er TI In Words of 


falmiſt : Let their Table become: a Snare 
before them; and let that, which ſhould have 


r 


let thy wwrdthful Anger take hold of them. 
od ed . Hes 
farther the Soul is remov'd from the Lig 
of Grace, and divine Muſtrationg, andthe 
more ſhie is in the Power of the Prince of 
 Datknefs, the more ſne muſt nerds be blind- 
ed with her-ownTimful'Laſts ; which meet 
ing with no Oppoſition 'from the Grace 'of 
the 'Sacraments to reftrain them, lead her 
captive at Pleaſure, and engage her, by in- 


ſenſible Degrees, in'any'Sin-corrupt Nature 
ſhall ſuggeſt to her. hs Ne 
Whence follows, of courſe, the Hardneſ; 


of Heart, which I have mention'd for the 
third Effect of ſacrilegious Communions.: 
However, there needs not many Steps orDe= 
grees to bring Men to this unhappy{Difpoſi- 
tion, when their Confciences are once fuffici- 
ently embolden'd to attempt fo black 4 
Crime with full Knowledge. It is true, the 
Fear of human Laws, or Shame to be 
thought ſcandalous may be a Curb upon 
them; but furely no Terror of Conſcience 
enn reſtrain them after this: For what Crime 
can be frigtitful enough to ſtartle 4 Con- 
ſcience, that has had the Boldneſs to outrage 
God in his own Perſon? Will a Chiſd. 
that dates affront his Father to his Face, 
have the leaft Regurd tb his Commands 
upon a Principle of Duty? Will a Subject, 
| Hat is bold enough to abuſe his Sovereign 
* 1 
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in his Preſence, ſtick to trample upon 
Laws? And what then will not a Chriſtian 
be capable of committing, when he is 
once become ſo deſtitute of Conſcience, as 
to to offer. the. greateſt Wanne even to the 
King of Heaven and Earth ? So that, what 


| with wen Boldneſs of the Crime on the one 


hand, and the With-drawings of Grace, and 

8 Vilas it cauſes on the - << there is no 
dne Sin contributes more effectually to 
harden Men againſt all Terror of Con- 
ſcience, and make him venture at any 
thing, than that of wilful unworthy Com- 


munions- 
But what does all this uſually tend to 


It is thus the unworthy Communicant, like 


a Victim fitted for Slaughter, is inſenſibly 
for the Execution 50 0 the dreadful 


{Fd upon him, when he 
committed a Por, at the Inſtant a 


Communicant receives the Sacrament. un- 
worthily, Teſus Chriſt, . ereCting his inviſible 
Tribunal in the midſt of his Heart, -pro- 
nounces Sentence of eternal Damnation up- 


don him, or rather changes the Sentence for- 


merly incurr'd into a much ſeverer one; 
and 0 this St. Pas calls eating and drink+ 
| ha Judgment 10 himſelf. Becaule as often 
" as be cats or drinks unworthily, he falls 
under a man nn 
7 a a 1.2 1 TAR 
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which, in Proportion to the new Crime added, 
is ever more and more ſevere than the former. 
Ie is true, this Sentence is not irreyocably 
fix d;; but God is ready to reverſe: it upon 
the ncere Repentance of the Offender. 
However, it is moſt certain that ſome Sin- 
ners are harder to be"reclaitn*d and yreted 
Hut of the Devil's Power chan others; 
J fear unworthy Communicants are - of — 
unhappy Number. They have abuſed 
God 5 bis Fred Bleſſings Bleſſings; and meg 
void the beſt Remedies pores Oy by. him 

for their Cure; God's GhRifeing Grace is 
withdrawn from them; their Enemy is 
doubly. fortified againſt them; and the 
Blood — Chriſt, the moſt ſovereign Balm 
for a wounded Conſcience, by their A buſe of 
it, lies heavy upon their Souls, and ſeems 
rather to cry for Vengeance, than plead for 
Mercy. All theſe Circumſtances render 
the Caſe of an unworthy Communicant 
very deplorable, and look upon 72 with 
an ominous Aſpect, as ſeeming to forbode, 
that tho the Time of Forbearance allow'd . 
him, be abſolutely improveable to the Sal- 
vation of his Soul, if he but takes the ri right 
Courſejz it will probably, only be abuſed | by 
him to his greater Condemnation, . . | 
In effect, all this came to paſs in the 
| Caſe of the unforunate Judas; who ought 
70 > be the Terorr, as he was the firſt Ex- 


ample, 


— 
terrible Judgment 


by* 2 
2 8 1 and 8 
. Flere \ you Tee 


—— 
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the Power of his Grace may, and dass 
many times prevent them; nh the Nature 
of the Crime itſelf is ſuch, as leads Men, 
by inſenſible Degrees, to all the &tal' Dit 
poſitions I have remark'd, which alſo ne- 
curally draw after them final Im 
and z eſpecially. if a Perſon be ſo 
unhappy, as to be overtaken. by bis laſt 
Sekte whilſt he is yet in the of 
this Crime. For 1 cannot imagine any 
ching can be a heavier Load upon a Con- 
ſcienes in that Caſe, or a more dead Weight 
to ſink him into Deſpair; than when he re- 
flects, upon his Death-bed, that he is going to 
appear before the Tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whofe Blood he has ſo, often been guilty df 
and that the only Thing be has, nom to de- 
pend upon, is the Grace of thoſe very Sa- 

he has till then abuſed. Theſe 
RefleGions, 1 fay, will, in the Caſe; ſuppoſ- 
ed, be a molt violent Temptation to De- 
Fe? and the Devil, who now labours to 
— Men's Conſciences aſleep, whilſt they 
id perfect Health, will not. only be the 
firſt Soggoſter of deſpair 
their laſt Sickneſs, —* it 
ZF to, the utmoſt of hjs 
Power. 
However, if this ſhould happen, ebe the 
Cap of By Perſon, he 2 8 
00 om. 1 
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ons of that Nature; to regard them as the laſt 


Efforts of the Devil's Malice againſt him; 
and raiſe in his Soul the greateſt Horror 
and Deteſtation of them: Becauſe his Sal- 
vation” depends then abſolutely; upon his 
reſiſting them with all his Forte But the 
ſecureſt Way is not to let Things go fo far, 
but to prevent the Danger of ſo violent a 
Temptation, 2 ſincere Repentance in 
Time of Heaſth; and fince all Sinners 
have it in their Power to take this _ 
_ tis undoubtedly the Intereſt as well as 
"of every unfortunate Chriſtian, who 250 
his Conſcience charged with 0 Guilt of 
ſacrilegious Communions, not to let lip the 
Opportunity, which the Divine Bounty 
now favours him with, of applying to his 
Soul the Remedies neceſſary for his Cure 
And therefore, the farther he has - departed 
from God, the more Haſt he muſt make 
to rexurn to him, with the ſincere Repen- 
tance of a contrite and humbled Heart: 
And whereas his principal Guilt conſiſts in 
Having. abuſed his holy Sacraments, his 
principal Care muſt alto be to repair thoſe 
- En 0 * in him lies: Firſt, By 
bb Defects of all former Con. 
| Sehens; at 1 from that time forwards, 
in which he firſt became guilty of that Sin: 
Seronaly, by ſubmitting to any Terms of 
* ns Conſeffor Jhall 3 
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to him: And 3dly, by ap 
after to the Holy Table wi 2 
Humility, Reſpect, and Devotion, as may 
be ſome Atonement for his Abuſes com- 
mitted againſt it. If he performs theſe 
Conditions, he may confidently rely upon 
the infinite Goodneſs of his Redeemer; and 
animate himſelf with an aſſured Hope, that - 
that very Blood, which would have call'd 
for Vengeance, had he continued in the 
Abuſe of it, will now cry ſo powerfully to 
to Heaven for M as to render him 
eternally Partaker of the Fruits of it. 


— 22 ct 
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The LIXth ENTERTAINMENT. VW 
date. Love in inſtituting the Bleſſed 


© dacratpent.. 


4 certain Man made a great Sager. Luke 
- xiv, 16. 


1 Nader the Figure of the Saris ae 
mention'd, is ſignified, Firſt, that ever- 

ing Banquet in Heaven; where the 
ble Souls are inebriated with the Plenty 


of the Houſe of God : And Secondly, the Sa- 


Me tains 


crament of the Holy Euchariſt, which con- 


= 
— — r . oo — — 
=_ — 
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_ duced or his boundleſs L iberaliey 


Goodneſs is this} What Fetimable Lo 
the grea 
of Angel 


eq only 
Git of infinite Value, and an undoubted 
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reer. 
and is a Supper truly great - A Supper 
indeed fitter for Angels than Men; and 
fuired in all Things to the infinite Greatneſs 
and Liberality of him that is the Maſter 
ef it: For is ir not a Banquet of ineftim- 
able Value? Could either God's infinite 
Wiſdom have contrived, or his Power pro- 

Thi than Ks ne} 
any ing greater upon us ow 

We may therefore with juft Reaſon call 
re Supper. And yet, how great ſo- 
ever this Supper is, the very Meaneſt 


nay we are not only invited, but even 
preſs d and pere to _ and our 


Saviour is * ſed, if we fefuſe 
to accept of Kaſs . at infinite 


To make ungrateful Sinners, the Objects 
teſt Bounty! To invite poor Worms 
of the Earth, to be Partakers of the Bread 
1 To raiſe them from the Duſt, 
and place them at the Table of the King of 
Heaven and Earth | 
© But the? this heavenly Banquet, aber 
in its own jntrinfick Worth, be a 


Pledge of the-infinite Love of the Giver ; 
yet there are ſome Circumſtances — 
— which if conſider? 

. _ 


1 


= 
U 


of 
us have the Honour to be invited to it; 
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apart, will ſerve to heighten 
Chriſt's Love, in N this great Gift 
upon us. Theſe then ſhall 
this Entertainment. 

It is certain that the Affection of the 
pa that beſtows a Favour, is a conſider- 
able Addition to the intrinſick Value of its 


as, on the den Vals the * 2 Gifts 


loſe much of their hen they are pre- 
fented with a certain 8 or Indiffer- 
ence; becauſe whatever the Value of the 


Gift be in itſelf, the Heart and Inclination 


of the Giver is always more regarded 
than the Gift itſelf, Now, nothing is a 


ſurer Mark of the moſt affectionate Diſ—- 


tion in the Heart, than when a Perſon 
a certain preſſing Deſire, and earneſt 
to beſtow his Favours: For as 


*7 


do to the Perſon we love, ſo a great 

re to good is an Effect and Mark of a 
great Love, and the greater this Deſire is, the 
greater is the Love, from which it proceeds. 

This leads me to the Firſt Circumſtance, 
which in ſome Meaſure diſcoyers to us the 
Greatneſs of our Saviour's Love in iaſtitu- 
ting the Sacrament of the Holy Euchariſt ; 
viz, The earneſt Longing and Defire he had 
to beſtow this Bleſſing on us. We have his 
own Words to aſſure us of it: For bei 


| ts x his Apoſtles, 


our Idea of 
be the Se 


rey Effect of true Love is a Deſire to | 


upon 


- 
'| 
ö 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


upod the Point of Inſtituting this holy Ban- 


Have I deſired to eat this Paſſover 


the Subject of his Longing ;; 


Aion ſpeaks clearly for itſelf : © For no- 


preva 
- hro'all Obſtacles that o 


than that of notorious 1 
nothing is either more provoking on the 
1 E LF2 one 
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quet, he unboſomed himſelf to them in 
theſe affectionate Words ; With J 
with you. 
He had already twice before that Time 
eaten the Pa z that is, the Supper "of 
the Paſchal- Lamb ich his Apoſtles Eat 


chat was ä Figure of che Ban- 
r reparing ſor them: And 
8 — 2 he had with 


"Longing 1 to eat be Paſſover, but 
to eat ibi: Paſſover, with them 1 
he ſuffered; meaning that Laſt S 

wherein he deſigned to preſent them wh 
the Subſtance inſtead of the Shadow, and 


 - feaſt their Souls with the Sacred Fleſh of 
the Immaculate Lamb, which takes away 


the Sins of the World. This had been 
this the Sup · 
| aces earneſt] defired to eat wich them 
Bur tho' our Saviour had been ſilent; the 


Proof of an 
thing, than when it 
us, as to make us break 
poſe the Execution 
of it. Now, of all aeles to 
and Bounty, none can be 4 greater 

ngratitude ; becauſe 


thing is a more convincing 
earneſt Deſire of any 
is ſo lent upon 


7 
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one hand, or renders a Perſon more un- 
worthy: even of the ſmalleſt Favours on 
the other, than an ungrateful Temper: 
All Mankind is ſo pelkird with this 
Principle, that even the. moſt generous 
Spirits are ſcarce able to reſiſt this Provo- 
cation; and nothing but a more than or- 
dinary Inclination to do good, can poſlibly. 
prevail upon a Perſon to beſtow his Fa- 
vours, where he expects no other n 
than Injuries and Affronts. 
. Now then let us conſider, ha Returns. 
our Saviour expected the World would 
make bim, for the great Bleſſing he was 
going to beſtow upon it; and whether he 
had not all the Provocation imaginable. to 
hinder him from accompliſhing his loving 
Deſign: For at the very Time he inſtituted. 
this heavenly Banquet, he knew his on 
choſen People, who were already indebted 
to him for ſo many ſignal Bleſſings, were 
aſſembled in Council, in order to contrive 
his Death: He knew that Judas, who was 
to be one of the firſt Partakers of it, had 
already entertained Thoughts to betray 
him; and would give the Devil full Pol. | 
ſeſſion of bis Soul, a8 ſoon as his ſacred 
Body and. Blood; ſhoald enter into his Sto- 
mach: He knew; that Thouſands of Chri- 
ſtians would become guilty of the ſame. 
ne cles by 2 this 2 
Vit Ll 


— 


= N nr. 
Abels with Hearts already poſſeſs by 
N the 22 Part of 
Miviltind would urrerly diſown the Favour, 
by their Diſbehef ef ic © Finally, he foreſaw, 
Mat, By beſte wing it, He ould expoſe his 
ownNiered Peron w innamerable'Outrages 
ad A ont ahd that of all his Favours, 
defined Tor bar eternal Salvation, none 
would be rendred more prejudiciat to Souls, 
by thelt voluntary Abuſe of it, than this ſo 
ſignal a Pledge of his Love: Yer all this 
enormous 1 tude of Jews and Gen- 
Mes, Flererirts and 'Catholicks, clearly fore- 
ſeen and known, could not put a — 
his imended Bounty, nor nder him 
proſecuting his loving Deſign: So great 
was his Deſire to communicate himſelf to 
u 0 grent an Inclination had he to be- 
ſcom this henvenly Bleſſing upon us. 
Thus then we ſee the Greatneſs of our 
Suviour's Love, in inſti this heavenly 
from the earneſt and 
ing he had to render us Partakers of fo 
great a Bleſſing: But the Motives of this 
eurneſt Deſire afford a /z:ond Circumſtance, 
diſeovering yet mote fully the Greatneſs of 
his Love. The Fr of theſe Motives is 
exprefsd by him in theſe Words; Do this 


in Remembrance of me: which we Ur 
2 tat de Fc he pro 
: 1 kimſelf, in inſt 


> N venly 
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vealy Banquet, was, that it might be to us 
as a laſting Token to remember him by: 
And is not this a molt convincing Proof 
of a very Love? Does it 
not at once diſcover both the Tendernels 
of a Father, and AﬀeCtion' of a Friend? 
For the greateſt Token a dying Parent can 
— Tenderaefs for his Children, is 
to beſtow his beſt Bleſſings upon them, and 
leave them Heirs of all he is worth; and 
the ſureſt Mark a Dying - Friend can give 
of his Affection to his ſurviving Friends, 
— to be always 


y 

= a Treaſure of infinite Value; 
— ſhewed himſelf a moſt ten- 
and in leaving us this heaven- 
1 Ba * to be remember'd by 
us, and ſurvive for ever in our Hearts, he 
ſhewed himſelf. the beſt of Friends. 

It is ſtrange, indeed, the King of Hea- 
ven and Earth ſhould have any .Concern 
at all to be remember'd by us poor Worms 
of the Earth; but it is much more aſtoniſu- 


ing he ſhould be concerned for it to that 


Degree, as to leave us the richeſt Trea- 
6?⸗ r adm; | 
„ comes 


de could not but be truly 


— 
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ceive, as a Token to remember him by: 
For had he any of Ad van 
by our being mindful of him ? Or did 
fear to be a Loſer by being forgot by us ? 
No, certainly: But he he Knew we ſhould 
be great "Gainers by 1 
him, and great Loſs yen unmind- 
r was's filitiene Mo 
tive to him to deſire to be al remem - 
bred by us: For the only Reaſon why he 
deſired it was, becauſe: he loved us, and 
deſired to be lly loved by us; as 
knowing it to be ſo much our true Intereſt 
to love him, that as it was 1 ble we 
ſhould be happy if we loved him not, fo 
truly happy if we 
loved him; and ſince a t Remem- 
brance of him would be a Means 
to ereate and nouriſn in our Hearts a true 
Love of him, he left us bis precious Body 
anch Blood in the Sacrament of the Holy 
Euchariſt, as a ſubſiſting Memorial of him, 
rn Token to. eee 
l ; FN. SF - #4} 
otive why our aeiou 


{| would 2— heavenly Banquet was, 
mat we might for ever abide in him, and 
be in us; as is expreſ}y declared in the ſe 
Words; I boever -eateth my. Fleſby, and 
Axintelb my Blood, abidech in me; and I in 


na Which Words expreſs the molt PE. 


Few. 
| 
| : 


* 
* = 
* 
„ 
> * 
- 
. p * | 1 
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feet mutual Union we are capable of in this 
Life; and help likewiſe to give us 


Fri «fuller: Idea of che -Gredtjeh of r | 


 Saviouf's" Love in this" holy Iniftication: 
For A all Love, whether of God or Man, 
tends to A Kind ef Union to che Odject of 
that Love 3 ſo the more vehement the Love 
is, the Tloſer is the Union it tends to: But 


"whereas tlie ee cad Dinas 
Man can hever go beyond a moral Union 
of Hearts; n 


oo kan Dy Means 
of the holy Euchariſt, found out an - 
dient to ae himſelf really and truly to all 
. 75 . 5 18 lodges himſelf in our 
himſelf, as 
. 
us: And therefore this Sacra- 
a . by Tone of the Fathers, called a 
Extenfion of ibe Incurnation; that 
Fr a — Wc ae Man enlarged 
2 om to all that are made Partakers 
by Means of it, he commumi-- 
455 . only to one ſingle anz 
but is render'd communicable to alt the 
Individuals of Mankind: So that whoever 
K * of this holy Banquet, receives into 
s ſelf, really and fubſtantially, the ſame 
Divitie Neu, that once aſſumed our 


. 2 Mary, * * arp! "4 


> - 


Nature in the immaculate Wonib of che 5 


a” Moral Keatertoimmencs. an 

It may alſo be called an Exten/ion 

— 92 48 gur IP 4 
really born of 


"earned, fo 
holy 17 2 


pion + ſanctißy ing 
— 1 ders ae 


. — Helb, ang 


* n 
= 


; 28.5 d 100 
ig, by by baba Sinners: For, ſurely, 
viour's Intention to en- 


by 2 
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decome the Source of a durable and laſt. 
e thy whole Her ho 
round in a continual Circle of commun 
cating and relapſing into mortal Sin, do 
not only fruſtrate our Saviour's principal 
ee the Far of this hea- 
venly uet; but have alſo great Reaſ 
to fear, that tho? his ſacred Body has hen 

nter'd into their Stomachs, he has per- 
but ſeldom entred by his holy Grace 

into their Souls. It is true, the Grace of 

the Sacrament, effectually received, may be 

loſt: by the Surpriſe of a violent Tempta- 

an; 

tain 


when Relapſes grow into à cer- 
xr Cuſtom, 5 much 
ſuſpected, that the Grace of the holy Eu- 


more to be 
chariſt has been but ſeldom received, than 
conſtantly loſt; becauſe, as our Saviour 
_tells us, rwhoever cats his Body, and drinks 
dis Blood ;, that is, receives it worthily, 
 @bides in Chriſt, and Chriſt in him. 
Thus then we ſee the Greatneſs of our 
_Saviour*s Love. in inſtituting this heavenly 
diſcovered to us, , by the 
vehement Deſire he had to beſtow this 
ng on us; and, ſecondly, by the two 
Motives of that Deſire, via. that he might 
be always remember'd by us, and moſt 
intimately united to us: Whence we ought 
to form theſe three Reſolutions; Ant, to 
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imirate the Goodneſs of our bleſſed Savi- 
our, by doing good even to thoſe who 
repay us with Ingratitude z ſecondly, to fix 
un our Hearts a laſtin Mee aber of 
with a deep Senſe of Gratitude for 
the ng received z and, lafly, to live 
Xo Chriſt * me Fa Sy an we 
i. by os ; 


The Lach Enranrammzer. 4 


The Returns we. abe 
20 Wer 20 ee 05 F 


THAVE e ff b. 
5 Ds the 8225 of 2 


in inſtituing the Sacrd- 
oh Pe e 1 Kucharilt; (hall: now 


make fort RefleRtions upon the . 
we uſually make im for it, which ſhall be 
Enrertaininb, 


the whoſe Sübjeck of this 

"The Arſt Circomftazce, © N %% 

hive diſcover'd the Greaenefs bf pj 85 1 
viour's Love in 2 U. the Holy 
Wien was the car | D ane, und Len 

"tid to beſtow” this” Bicffing on a a 

- Deſire 


|} 
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Deſire ſo that no Obſtacle could put 
to his intended Bounty, Hut how do 
we correſpond with this Deſire of our loving 
Saviour? Do we covet as carneſtly to re- 
ceive him, as he deſires to communicate 
himſelf to us? Are we as ready to open our 
Hearts to let him in, as he is to enter into 
them? Do we long and hunger after this 
Bread of Life, with ſuch a craving Appetite, 
that no Obſtacle whatſoever, no temporal 
Concerns, no Pleaſures of this World can 
hinder us from ſatisfying our Hunger ? Alas, 
how far are we from this happy Diſ- 
poſition! How far are we from making 
our Saviour this acceptable Return! How 
truly, on the contrary, is the Behaviour 
of many Chriſtians repreſented in the 
Parable, from whence 1 have taken m 
Text! Where we have this Account 
the Gueſts invited to the Supper. They 
all at once to exruſe; themfelyes. One = 
fad be had bought A Country- Tlouſc, and 
muß go ſer it. Another alledg'd be bad 
bought" five Tölt of Oxen, and was going to 
try them -* A third gave for Anſwer, bat 
be bad married a Wife, and therefore could 
#6t co 0 l. 
By the firſt of theſe Characters are mar k- 
ed out thoſe, Who ſpend their Time in 
trifling Amuzements; which they 
a Manner their whole Employment. By the 


2 56 ** 


ſecond Character, of him that bad \bought 
_ Oxen, aud was 10 try them; are meant 
1 Teac pg je whoſe whole Time 
are with temporal 
| Concerns, Finally, by - third Charac- 
ter, of him who had married @ Wife, aud 
25 could not come are ſignified Per- 
holly plunged in ſenſual Pleaſures: 
Now, all theſe put off the Invitation, and 
deſired to be e And how lively a 


. Repreſentation is this of the Behaviour of 


many Chriſtians in Reference to the great 
Banquet of the N Supper, to which 


SH hy act VP Re els 
Some to e Com, 
nes yp 


munion, 2 2 
ys — 


leis Temper 
luke - warm ar e TH "; gs are, 
too conſcientious, on 'the one 


| hey know they 

Things, be worthily-dilpoled: T 
retire from pany, and be ſerious for 
ſome time: muſt call themſelves to 
| anAccount by a ſtrict Examination of Con- 
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waral Sloth, which they are accuſtomed to 
gratify, gives them ſuch a Repugnancy to 
all theſe Duties; that tho* they have often ſo 
much Time lying on their hands, that they 
fearce know how to dipole of it, yet every 
trifing' Accident, that throws itſelf in their 
Way; as a Party of Pleaſure to go fee 
ſomething, that invites their Curioſity ; 
faffices to make them put off their Com- 
munion. FFF 
Ochers again are fo taken up with tem- 
poral Concerns, and overwhelm'd with 

Buſineſs, that, alas! they have no Time 
to pay their Attendance upon our Bleſſed 
Saviour at his Supper; and therefore theſe 
all, for the moſt part, put off the Invita- 
tion, and deſire to be excuſed z and where- 
as the former are uſually too flothful, theſe 
on the are, ſor the moſt part, 
too full of Buſineſs, to ſave their Souls. 
But there is a third Sort, that excuſe them - 
ſelves, upon a Pretence yet worſe than the 
former. | Thoſe I mean, who are ſtrongly 
addicted to ſenſual Pleaſures: God invites 
them often by his holy Inſpirations; but 
they know that to become Partakers of his 
holy Table, they muſt renounce their cri- 
minal Engagements; they muſt throw off 
their old Habits; and enter upon a new 
Courſe of Life. But finding their Hearts 
too ſtrongly engaged, to reſolve upon a 

TOR e thorough 


> wk 
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' thorough Change, refuſe the Invitations 
and deſire to be excu 
Thus we ſee how little the che greateſt 
Part of Jan are Supper, to comply 
with our Savi ſt Deſire of Com- 
municating himſelf to them. He invites, 
and they, refuſe to come. He offers them 
bis precious Body and Blood, and they pre- 


fer each petty Intereſt, or flingSaisfa&tion, 
before him. 


But haw,..did. the Maſter of the Feaſt 
receive the Excuſes of the Parties invited? 
The Golpel tells us, that he was highly of- 
fended, ang declared that none of them 
ſhould ever ta of bis Supper. We cannot 
doubt but that a Contempt as well Abuſe 
: © % God's Fayours' is a very grie vous Of- 
Aber; what we ſhall account for at the 

ay; Nom, are we not guilty of a 
of the incſtimable Bleſſing offer'd. 
us in the holy. Euchariſt; when we neglect 
to receive it, either W we. are unwilling 
to put ourſelves to ſome Trouble, or de- 
ptive tne; of ſome ſmall. Roa 
and offer ſome V iglence ta our Inclinati 
1 5 8 N not af CONVIRCID 6 Rroof 

we prefer the Enjoyment * ittle 
Eaſe.or Pleaſure 9 — v4) And. what is 
this but a 0 e and Under- 
W of it. kd . 1 ha N 5 


. oy 
IgE, 65167 ON ATTIC denne 
0 Nod. F 
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Nor can we doubt, but this Neglect be- 
comes to many, the firſt Step to their ever - 
laſting Ruin; and their falling under that 
terrible Sentence of being eternally excludl- 
ed from the Banquet prepared in Heaven; 
For, by depriving themſelves of this ſpiri- 
dual Food, the Health of their Souls is In- 
ſenſibly impair'd; theirVirtues areas it were 
ſtarved ; their Hearts poiſfon'd with the 
World; their vital Spirits, I mean th 
moiſtning Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, drieg 
up for want of this Fountain of livin 

aters; and finally their whole Sol 
ſcorch'd with the burning Fevers of Con- 
cupiſcence, Hatred Revenge, Pride, Ava- 
rice, and other ſuch Paſſions ; Almighty 
God abandoning them to their own Cor- 

n, in Puniſhment of their Contempt N 
of this holy Banquet; which thus becomes 
the Occaſion of the "Death of their Souls 
= Lite, and their utter Ruin here- 
2 2 
And therefore the. Devil, knowing how 
much the Health and Life of our © 


upon this ſpiritual "Food, uſcs a 
Means poffible to draw us from it; im 
8 8 therein the Policy of H logbernes, who 
Ning laid Siege to Bethulia, and conſult. 
with his Officers about the ſhorteſt and 
aleft Way to reduce it, was adviſed" to 
8 himſelf of the Fountains that = 
| P 


% * 
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Pied the Town with Water ; for being de- 
Pri ved of theſe, it would be forced to ſur- 
render without Battle or Blood- ſhed. This 
is the very Stratagem the Devil makes 
uſe of, to Woo} Merv in a ſhort time, Maſter 
of our Souls. He does all he can ke 


us from having Acceſs to the Fountain of | 


living Waters, the Body and Blood of 
70% Chrip. For he is ſure we cannot hold 
out a long Siege without it. A few Weeks 
will eaſily conſume the Portion of Grace, 


without which our Souls, cannot live ſpiri- 


_ tally; and this Supply being intercepted, 
e and ſurren- 
der for Want of this ſpiritual Food. 
But as we uſually make our Saviour but 
very ill Returns, for the great Deſire he has 
to communicate himſelf to us; fo when we 
have ſometimes admitted him into our 
Breafts, 'we have likewiſe for the moſt 


part, but little Regard to the principal 
otive 


of that Defire ; which is, 0 abide 
or ever with us. What cold Entertain- 
do we uſualy give him! How lictle 
Care. we take to digeſt this 

Food; and it into ſolid Nouriſh- 
ment? How ſoon do we grow weaty of his 
Pint A few diſtracked Prayers hud- 
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Aſſection, is all the Entertainment we 
uſually. afford him. We ſeem to be afraid 
of his Company, as the Apoſtles were in 
the Time of his Taffon; 3 left ſome ſcurri- 
tous' Companion o us to de more 
| devout than uſually, ſhould in Derifion put 
the ſame Queſtion to us, as the Maid put to 
St. Peter; haſt thou not been with fetus this 
Morning; And truly we take care, for the 
moſt part, to diſown him as much by our . 
light and undevout Compartment imme - 
diately aſter Communion, as if we had not 
been at alt in his Company that Day. 
But no Compariſon mT SA 2 
haviour fo well, as a grip 
Geraſens; who, ſoon after »— ebe! 
Arrival amongſt them, join'd all in an una- 
nimous Petition to him, that he would 
forthwith depart from them. It is true our 
Behaviour is not ſo open and barefaced as 
theirs z but 'tis in E the fame. We 
ſeem to be afraid left an attentive Regard 
to his Preſenee ' ſhould be ſome Curb upon 
our Inclinations, or reſtrain the Freedom of 
our merry Entertainments; which rather 
than want for any Time, we immediately 
diſmiſs him, and in a Manner folicite his 

from us. 
this is one principalCaufe, why after 
o many Communion, we are ſtill ſo weak 
and pas. the — to * 
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and deſective in the Performance of our 
daily Duties. For tis not to be doubted, 
but the Effects of this Sacrament would 
e Lit, if we put no 
Suter to them, either by a Want of Pre- 
or a hegzligent Comportment after 

imunion; For our Saviour deals many 
J. with us, in this Caſe, as, we deal 
uch m. If we ſtay with him, and keep 
our Thoughts, NE bone bad Com- 
„he Mm, ſtays with us; and all the 
Rieings ings with him remain in our 
Souls: cx pag eee little or no Re- 
Fee if we reſume 
5 


with our cuſto Diſtractions, and 
from him, — in a Manner ſolicite 
; truly he often takes us at 
= "Word, _y withdraws himſelf from 
; th Ub. the Graces and Bleſſings he had 
brought to enrich our Souls: For be dealt 
juſt ſo. with. foremention'd. Gera/ens, who 
deſiring him to W uit their Country, he took 
hem at their Word, and e, from 
them. 
Tbus it, appears but too. plainly. what 
Sort of Returns we uſually make our, Savi- 
our for his infinite Love, in inſtituting this 
_ - heavenly Banquet. He deſires molt earneſt- 
ly to communicate himſelf co us; and we 
are unwilling to take the Trouble to pre- 
pare ourſelves for ſo great a Bleſſing: He 


br invites 
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invites us to his holy Table, and we feek 
a hundred frivolous Pretences to put off his 
loving Invitation: He has leſt us this in- 
eſtimable Pledge of his Love, as à laſtin 
Token to Nader him by; and we ſel- 
dom afford him a ſerious Thought: Final- 
he covets nothing more than to abide for 
ever in us, and we ſhake him off as ſoon 
as he comes to us; ſometimes by our un- 
devout Behaviour after Communion, and 
and other Times by returning ſoon after to 
our Vomit. © © As 

But is it to be always ſo? Shall we al. . 
ways. continue in this ſlothful Way, and 
never think of making him ſome better 
Requital for his infinite Love? Is there not 
a Day to come, wherein we ſhall be ac- 
countable for all Favours either neglected 
or abuſed? Tis this we ought at preſent 
to reflect ſerĩouſſy upon, in order to work 
ourſelves ſeriouſiy into a fincere and hearty 
Reſolution, * fir f, to correct whatever N eg- 
ject we have hitherto been guilty of, in not 
having at due Times frequented the holy 
Sacraments; and 24{y, whenever this Duty 
calls upon us, to perform it ſo as to anſwer 
fully a the Ends, for which theſe Bleſſings R 
| were defign'd. ; 

It were to be heartily wiſed' indeed, that 
an Chriſtians would ' diſpoſe” W 
weekly for this holy Table: However, 15 | 
n - is 


* 


Moral eee pon ; a6g 


Corruption 
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At Act. xiv. 21% * 


T is enough that; it in God's eternal an 


and Decree, that the Way 

to Heaven muſt be through many Tribula-" 

liens This alone ſuffices to render our Ob- 

ligation of ſubmitting to it 1 

and it would be a criminal Preſumption, to 

queſtion. the infinire Wiſdom ee 
Ten. | N 
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F and Advenity- is. natutally con- 


e 
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Sufferi | 
ſider'd, will in a great Meaſure allay their 


appoliing by-Godl — 
how it isqhat! Proſperity 


te the- elernal-GoodvuF:our- Souls; 
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an 20 our, Improvement inVirtue; 
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edge of ourſelves, That they are a proper 


Means. to dilenguge: the Heart from the 
in 


Love of che Word is clearly i 
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make us fond 0 he Wore 10 Nothin 
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ceit With it; thaf AW rlity: not; 
ue much” Violenee to our 9 o 
uit a"rreacherous' Print: 15 ere being no 
ter 8 Love, chan ill Uſage: As. 
lohg ax the old 5 850 us, as long. 
t is ready to flatter all our Inclinations, 
and every Thing goes "according to our 
Hearts Defire, *tisa difficult Taſk to wean 
of NOI from i it: Bur when the World 
croſs and ill- natur d; When, inſtead 
of furniſhing” us with Cogveniences and 
Pleaſures, it loca us with Miſeries and 
N 2 Croſſes, 
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_ Croſſes, the Work is more than halt done to 
our Hands; themainObſtacle toGod's Grace 
being already remov'd for us: Oh, then we 
| wil ee ee $ a Friend 
this World is, and how great a Folly it is to 
ſet our Hearts upon it: Then we begin to 
ſee the Vanity of earthly Joys, and ſeek 
that Happineſs above, which we find the 
World either cannot, or refuſes to afford 


be Nad and Reproof give Wiſdom, ſa 
Salomon; and indeed, un Thing will 


is moſt like to do it. + Proſperity, like the 
Fumes of Wine, is but apt to turn theBrain, 
and intoxicate the Mind; aud Adverſity is 
the pro Remedy for this ſpiritual 


=p 
ſtancy : Ic convinces the Judgment that the 
World is not the fine thing Men uſually 
take it to be:; and when the Judgment, is 

onee throughly convinced of this Truth, 
the Heart is in 4 fair Way of being cured 
of its former Dotage : And therefore, when 
our heavenly Phyſician ſees us fo love · ſick 
of the World, that ordinary Remedies, I 
mean his ordinary Inſpirations, are ineffec 
tual, and that we go on obſtinately 1 
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ing ourſelves ſtill more and more with the 
Pleatures'df- itz his uſual Method in this 
Caſe, is to take away from us theſe be- 
witching Enjoyments, which chiefly nou- 
riſhed the Diſtemper; that, the Cauſe of 
the Evil being thus removed, his healing 
Grace may meet no Obſtacle to hinder 
it from working a complete and perfect 
Cure. 
We have a remarkable Fi igure of this 
Truth, in the Perſon of the Prodigal Son; 


gan to reflect y | 
mitted, in leaving his Father's Houſe : 
| Whereupon he reſolved to go, without 
Delay, and throw himſelf at his Father's 
Feet. to make his Peace with him. 
Now many imitate the Undutifulneſs of 
this Prodigal Son, in removing themſelves 
at a Diſtance from their heavenly Father, 
and giving themſelves over to the ſinful 
Luſts and Pleafures of this Life: And this 
is-uſually the unhappy vow of thoſe that 
are bleſſed with * i Riches * | 
* a ITE * 


ä — lili. A NT _ — 
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Yer-Pam gulp. * 
* even N im . 
pens ether It 
inners, who 
Te 5 rſons . l Fe who are 
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1 lar Are they * the Rich? 
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Intemperance, LY and Pro- 
ty? s 
= - os hand on 

i 2 harge of theſe 


_ reclaim vil Way iged 
to return to 4 2 Father? Truly, 
where Almighty God has @ peculiar Mercy 


in Store, to retrieve. thoſe. that are thus 
aa ig © cs the Expegicpt he 


them 
— — diſ- 
1 ant 4 


the main Obſtacle of their Return to him: 
— * Becauſe it helps to weakeh their 
Faſſions : by depriving them of the Obje&ts 
that chiefly fomented them, and putting i 
owe of their Power to gratify them as for : 
And, lay, dy imbittering the 
World to them, and making become 
their Croſs, which; formerly was their De: 
light; it obliges them to feel. their Com · 
forc in the Hopes of a better World: here- 
aſter: And thus it is our merciſul Father 
many Times withdraws the World from 
us, when he ſees us obſtinately reſol ved not 
to. withdraw dur A ffections from the World; 
compelling n__—_ were, by this — 
to raiſe our Hearts above the 
Earth, and make Heaven the d . 
ject of our Deſires. 
But a R fl dion are: 4 e Remer 
1gaiſt the Love of the World, by way 
9 — | 
of Prevention; as is evident from A the the 
Reaſons I have inſiſted upon, which hold 
for the one as well other: Ami tis 
not to be — — when God ſends 
Erfffidtions to choſe) whoſe Hearts anufft 


Meroy. fetims': the greater; "by ; 
i —— 2 
from Infection, than to ſtand in Need. of 
coo . 


N 4 


hey y Riches are 
abuſed, what numberleſs Sins are occaſioned 
dy them, and how few of thoſe that fleſs 
them, give any Hopes of their living 
in u State of Salvation; they have Reaſon 
enough to conclude, that if God had fa- 

voured them with Plenty, they would, in 
all Likelihood, have fer their Hearts as 


whereas their Poverty, hard Fare, and La: 
bour, have not only contributed to weaken 
their Paſſions, n their 


being een pes the Fret, and o 
murmur at the Diſpenſations of Prov 
dence z ought they not, I ſay, to be hearti- 
ly enen with their their Condition, and ever 
acknowledge a Providential Mercy, in their 
3 thoſe dan · 
by which infinite 


Numbers are daily overcome? _— 
bel 
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prived of ſuch BI as, through their. 
Abuſe of them, would, in all Likelihood, 
have betray'd them io eternal, Curſes ? 

Truly, if chey have any Belief, of a Fu- 
ture State, or Value for what may be a, 
Help to make them happy in it, this Con- 
ſideration muſt comfort them, at leaſt ſo 

ar, as to to quell all Murmurs, and ma 

2 ſubmit to the Circumſtances, which 

vidence has appointed for them, with 


1 . 


Patience and Peace of Ming. 
But to proceed to the two latter Heads 
mentioned by me; both Reaſon and Ex- 
perience teach us, that Afflictions are not 
only a ſovereign Remedy againſt the Lov 
of the World, but an Occaſion. of Im- 

vertient in many excellent Virtues: 0 


need but inſtance in that of Humility, whi 


is the Ground-work of all the reſt: For 
ire may confidently By, Adveriry is the 
Mother, Nurſe, and Guardian of it; fin 
nothing is more rare, than to, find Men 
truly humble in a proſperous and. flouriſh- 
ing Condition; becauſe nothing is more 
difficult than to preſerve an humble Mind, 
when all Things concur. to infpire us with 
great Ideas of ourſelves, This made St. 
_ Auſtin ſay, that it is a more than ordinary 
— Happineſs not to be overcome by worldly 
Felicity; and that it is much eaſier not to 
fink under Adverſity, than not to be ele- 
vated. wich Proſperity. The 
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— Proſperity is. doubtle! 
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we are M apt iQ; proud Nin er 

when we ha vd little or, nothing. to 4ndice. — 
to it z is it not evident, that Fraſpetity 
muſt needs heighten this-Paſſion — 


—— 1 ſince almoſt very —— 
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mere or any 16 -nogriſh,, the 
Far; iFirſt, As to the Power and — 2 
rity, that uſually attends, a plentiful 9 
2 ir. chere apy. Thing more apt a wi «i | 
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and. ſwell the 


Loſi The exorbitant-Praiſes ——— Flatte- - * 
rjes, which arc ſeldom wanting, where 4 
Thing is to be hoped for; are they 
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No, fror ine Role of: Contraries; it 
follows, chat Actions are the only natu- 


it makes them alſo fancy 
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Minds; that whereas they ſee themſelves 

iſtingui from others in their Fortunes, 
themſelves diftin- 
guiſhed from them in their intrinfick Worth 
and Value; and to ſet up, as it were, for 
pr made up of ſome better 
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the Heart, Afflictions cannot but be 4 
Means to humble it: And the Reaſon is, 
becauſe they make” us enter ſeriouſly into 
ourſelves z by us in Mind, — we 
are not only but in the loweſt Rank 
of Men; chat is, poor Criminals ſmarting 
under the Scourge of Divine Juſtice, and 
only worthy of Chaſtiſements : Which Con- 
fiderations lay the moſt ſolid Foundation 
of Chriſtian Humility, * are the beſt 
Cure for Pride. 

Thus the wicked Manefſes, was vue 
God, on the Throne, became humble and 
penitent, under the Weight of his Chains: 
Thus likewiſe the proud Nebuchadnezzar, 
who, in the Height of Proſperity, would 
needs be worſhipped as a God; being de- 
throned, and reduced to a Condition even be- 
neath that of Man, acknowledged the Hand 
that ſtruck him, and humbled himſelf un: 
der it: So that we ma confidentiy fay, 
tmꝛis excellent Virtue of Hity-is ſearce 

ever ſecure, but under the Shelter of Ad- 
verſity: It is a Plant that ſeldom grows in 
u rich Soil z it is a Child that thrives beſt 
under a ſtrict and ſevere Diſcipline: The 
Smiles and Careſſes of Fortune, like the 
Over · Indulgence of a ſond Mother, con- 
tribute only to its Ruin. Many Souls have 
been killed with this Sort of Kindneſs; and 
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miſtake their are fees of Virtue, 
for. Virtus itſelf. Hom manꝝ, whilſt = 


Saw 
_ neſs, to what the World: calls Misfortunes, 
_ many Singers have been reclaimed 
this Way! How, wany are nam, Saints in 
Heaven 3; who mult eren that Sicknels, 
Poverty Diſgacs, or: ſoar; other Aﬀflic- 
tion, has been the he happy Occaſion of their 
having 2 humbled into thoſe Diſpoſi- 
tions, wh 
Blis!, And mat if the World had cog- 
tinued to. ſmile upon them, their Pride 
had apt m to, cheir riſing 
Ruin er den 

Lale, Altiftions, as 1 told. you; in- 
ſtruc; us in the Knowledge of ourſel ves; 
by u us many times, as to the 
falſe. Opinion we; arg apt tp! have of, our 
ION Menaee Rraogely ſubject 
85 ia this Point; and 


had nothing to trouble them, have ſtrange- 


ly. fancicd,; themſelxes able; to ſufier any 
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Wia, Bax rg pai he 


futed them for the State of 


. 


Mara! Seren 279 
his Heart failed, him, and. his Hall inſtructed 
| ke Knowledge, of qß his own, a Was 


1 . "fa. it happens many, Times wi 
us; We are 5 as. Heroes, as! iy 
as the F is out of Sight: We thin 
we, can Julter, great Matters, as long as 
ere is nothing t 9 55 Some b Fi of 
| — 2 nk e. Imagin a into many | 
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is be, no more than the Bravery, of Sol; 
iers.in a Mock- fight, we are, apt to be: 
lieve ourſelves to be, in effect, what we 
then ſeemin y teſolve to; be: But in 505 
. of, Battle it appears what we truly 
are, We may then certainly inform Our. 
whether. our Patience, Humility, 
five, whe on to the Will of God, be 
100. or 1. 4 imaginary: And 
ions are, inthe Scripture-Lao 
called Trials ; becauſe they are the 
of Virtue : They are the Toach- -ſtone upon 
which it is tried ; and by them we may in- 
fallibly know whether it be true or coun» 
terfeit Gold 3, and whether it be in the 
Heart as well as in the Intellect or Imagi- 


nation. 
You ſee then what conſiderable Advan- 


rages Arien bring with them how 
ſove- 
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fovereign à Remedy they are againſt the 
poiſonous Love of the World ; how they 
eure us of our Pride, and inſtruct us in the 
Knowledge of ourſelves : And are not theſe 
Advantages conſiderable enough to chal- 
lenge, at leaſt, an Submiſſion to any 
Affliction Almighty. God ſhall ſend us? 
It is evident, they contribute to facilitate 
6ur Paſſage to a better Life; at leaſt by 
removing Obſtacles, and diminiſhing the 
Dangers of it: And therefors, whoever 
has a true Concern for. his eternal Intereſt 
cannot reaſonably be diflarisfied, if God 
thinks fit to allot him his Portion amongſt 
the Sufferers in this Life ; ſince, in ſo do- 
ng, he only takes care to put him in a 
 fafer Way to Heaven, than he would have 
choſen, had he been left to carve for him- 
ſelf: And ought not then all ſuffering 
Chriſtians to be ſenſihle, that Providence has 
dealt favourably wich them; in having ſe- 
cCeured them from the by which 
Fhouſands have periſhed eternally? Ought 
der not to forbear curmuting,” and fub- 
mit chearfully to their Condition; when it 
js thanifeſt, chat all the Reaſon they have 
to-murmur i, becauſe Almighty God has 
Femoved” them out of the Occaſion of- 
making themſelves unhappy for ever? 
Hefe, ſurely, is Motive enough to make 
them be ar leaſt reſigned, even under the 
en 7 heavieſt 
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heavieſt Croſſes; and pray to God, with 
their whole Hearts, that his holy. Will may 


ever . accompliſhed. 
| ; E 1 
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Motices of Comfort in the Sa 
5 vat. .of this Life. 175 


Jus in Chains. Match. xi. „ 


AN i in Priſon, and baden with Chain 
is both the Comſort and Inſtruction 
all ſuffering Chriſtians. He is their Com: 
in giving them Occaſion to reflect, 
that it Almighty God permits them now 
to be afflicted ; they receive no harder 
Meaſure than his beſt Friends have done 
before them: He is alſo their Inſtruction, 
teaching ther, that ſuffering in this Life 
is Portion of the Juſt; be- 
to fit them for the Joys 
Life to come. Tis true, Selt· love 
| this Chriſtian Philoſophy 3 
apt to conſider Afflictions on 
favourable Side, and as tliey 

a. — to Nature ; under which 
| | * | 


* cham, fie what ae. Unaainek nd A. 


* ſince we kind by Experience, 
that the moſt loathfome and painful Reme- 
dies are {ſubmitted to by the Pa- 
tient, becauſe he hopes to find Eaſe and 
Benefit hy them; dis alſo to be 
that if we confult Faith, and Reaſon di- 
rected by it, we may diſcover ſuch ſolid 
Motives of Comfort in the Sufferings of 
this Life, as will-ſuffice'to make us receive 
them with the moſt chearful Submiſſion : 
The Motives therefore ro work in 
us this Chriſtian Diſpolition, ſhall be * 
8 tro Diſcourſe. i 4 
firſ# Conſideration, which 
tomake us receive Afflictions with a chears 
ful is, that they are a Mark and 
 Pledgy of God Love. The Hiſtory of 
Lobie gives us an undoubted Inſtance of 
this Truth: This holy Man had been, from 
his Infancy, brought up in the Fear of God, 
and Practice of all religious Duties: But 
the Virtue he moſt excell'd in, was his un · 
 wearied 10 his afflicted Brethren 4 
hom, in che Time of their Captiviy, he 
| ecliieetd a0 the winwt? of: his Power, and 
even wien the Hazard of his Life, Al. 
mn God had many Ways tried che 
Vitue ot this fairhful Servant, and at 
Eo viſit * 
* 8 
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Anſel both his Eyes; which Affliction, 
tho' yery grievous in itſclf, was much agy 
. by the unjuſt Reproaches of his 

ie and Kindred; who Tlie of com- 
forting bim in his Misfortuoe, inſulted over 
bim; accuſing him of Weaknefs and Folly, 
for having vainly truſted in God; andaſk- 
ing him in a reproachſul Manner, if theſe 
1 his paſt Alms and good 


But Almighty God ſoon aſter convinced 
them of their Error; and made it appear, 
that the Afiiign he had. ſent his Servant, 
was not a Mark of his Anger, but 4 Ta- 
ken of his Favour, For when the Angel 
Raphael, who had conducted his Son i in _ 
Journey to Rages, and back again, 
upon the Point of diſcovering himſelf "he 
firſt aſſured him, that his Alms and Works 
of Mercy had been highly pleaſing, to God 3 
and then told him that — Keaſon why 
God had ſent him fo great an Affliction was, 
becauſe he was acceptable to him. And be- 
cauſe thou wert accepiable to God, it a. 
reſſary that Aﬀuttion ſhould try thee. - 

But let the Caſe of St. Zabn Bagriſty! Asit 
Ss repreſented in the Goſpel, whence I have 
| taken my Text, ſerve for a {ſecond Inſtance 
of this Truth, He was undoubtedly a. 

' cular. Favourite of Heaven, and a Peri af 
kn r 
: uſly 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Pully ſanckifted in his Mother's Womb; 


Saviour of the World; and honour'd by 


to the brutal 


hind by Go ao bt the Forerunner of the 


Chriſt himſelf with the greateſt Character 


| that was ever given of any Man: And 


this Child of Providence, this Darling 
Heaven, and Favourite of Jeſus Chriſt, is 
thrown into Priſon, and loaden with 
expecting hourly 'the Stroke of Death ; 


2 _ —— wicked and inceſtuous Herod 


perous Reign, and wallowed 


—_— — * 2 Word could afford 


bim: And is not this again an evident 
Proof, that Sufferings are the ordinary Por- 
tion of the Juſt in this Life, and Fratze 
of their being in God's Fevour? - | 

"However, not to content ourſel ves ith 
ied Inſtances of this Nature; 


let us take à View of all the known and 


celebrated Saints, ſince the Creation of the 
World, down to this very Age; and we 
nt find, they were all 1 drink 

Dravughts of the bitter Cup of Afflicti- F 


on. In the rf Place, we ſhall meet with 


of Chriſt, let looſe 
and "Malice of the 
bloodieſt Tyrants: Secondly, Innumerable 
Conſeſſors, made the Scotn andReproach of 


innumerable Cha 


8 * and . undergoing 


in Baniſhments or 
— ag; ever of Friends, W 
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of Eſtates, painful Sickneſſes, and, in a 
word, in all the hardeſt Trials of. Poverty, 
| and Contempt, Now, were not 
all theſe eminent Sufferers God's lar 
Friends, and the Darlings of Heaven? 
They wereundoubtedly ſo. And therefore, 
ſince we find that Almigh God has ever 
been pleaſed to carry his belt Servants thro? 
the moſt painful Trials; and that not one of 
thoſe, whoſe eternal Fagpinck we are un- 
dla aſſured has been exempt 
m Sufferings; nothing i is more evident, 
than that A fflictions are Favours, which God 
beſtows upon his beſt Friends; as the moſt 
* Marks oo Pledges of his Love. 
St. Paul is very large upon this Argument, 
in. his Epiſtle to the Rn, Chap. xii. 
His Words are very remarkable, and 
challenge a r Attention, My Son, 
ſays he, deſpi/e not the Chaſtiſement 9 the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked by. 
him For whom the Lord loveth, he chaſti- 
ſeth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom be re- 
ceiveth. If you endure Chaſtiſement, God 
deals with you as with Sons; for what Son 
is he, whom the Father chaſtiſeth not? But 
if ye are without Chaſtiſement, whereof all 
are Partakers, then you are Baſtards, and 
not Sons. You ſee, St. Paul lays it here 
down for an undoubted Maxim, that God 
chaſtiſes all he levet; that to be ſcourged 
ig | y 


— 


2865 n 


by kim into be ttentech u K en z and that 
there is no having a Share it 8565 Favour, 
without being. 4 Ae in- this Life; in 4” 
word, to Je aided, at cording to St. Paul, 
is to be marked with che Character of 5 
Birtt; and to be wHDν =Affliction, is 
beat che of 'a*Reprobare, and otie ex- 
cluded out of the Numbet of GotsChiNren, 
Truly, if r confitterd cheſt Words of 
ne {eas divine Oracles, and prompt- 
97 00 e Spirit of- Truth; the Prof) 
is World” inſtead” of” yielding any | 
8 woutd be a ſtfange Alarm to ſuch 
28 are attow'd an undiſturb d Enjoyment of 
it; and on the con whenever Almighty 
Cod ſhould” pleaſe to viſit us with any 


Aeg ge c of 1 ee deſected under 
way to Melancholy and 


5 SER, we Would receive it with Joy, 
and not Ut bbmit ro, but eben kiſs 
Hand that Nane us. All our 8 
28 and Murmurs -would" be turn'd into 
faiſer and Thankſpivings: We ſhould 
reaſon thus with'ourſelves © It is my loving 
Father has Lees me with this Token 
of his Kindneſs; has viſited me with 


| 


this gentle . to ſhew he has not 
yet utterly caſt me off, as my Sins have de- 


ſerved: He is ſtill pleaſed to treat” me, as“ 
one of bis Children; tho' 1 have many 
: times En” my Title: And ought, I 
not 


» 


$) 
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-not thento be chearfully refign'd to his Di- 
vine Pleaſure ? — to praiſe and 

bleſs his holy Name, for thus correcting 

mo in his Merey, in Read me in 
his Wirth Theſe; Fixy, would be the 
fincere- Sentiments- of our Hearts, if we 
conſider d Tbing wich Eyes of Faith ʒ and 
not merely 46 they are le or dis- 
greeable/to-Fleſhvand B 
Hut if, without pry-inc©Gad's 
ſecret Countets; we may; 0 the in 


and ſtrengthing our Faith, be allowed 
to Donſider the Rea ſons, why God ſhoujd 


treat his Friends with this, ſeeming Rigour; 
the 


fr tha offers itſelf is, — Jed 

Love of che Predeſtinate rd in 
| oeuring their real ahd 
Now, Minf's' greateft 
Good . Wörle * to contemmn che World, 
and make Heaven the ſole Object of his 
Deſires. And — — I have ſhew'd in 

m eding Diſeour is 

1 the Heart from God; and LY 
it upon Creatures; chereſore Almi 
God, to preſerve thoſe he loves from 
Misfortune;/ takes care the World ſhall be 
uneaſy to them, and ſo give them no En- 
couragement to be fond of it; but oblige 
them to ſeełæ their Content elſe-where. And 
who ſees not that there is ſo much of Good- 


Nr 
ſeemingly 
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ment; ſo we cannot ſufficiently admire 
the Divine Bounty for. putting into our 
Hands the Opportunity of cancelling with 
ſo much Eaſe the great Debt we have 
_ contracted to him. 

The third and laſt Reaſon is, becauſe 
Chriſt, whois the Pattern of all Chriſtians, 
having been pleaſed to chooſe 2 ſuffering 
Life for himſelf ; it is requiſite that every 
Chriſtian ſhould be conformable to him in 
this Point: Firſt, becauſe, as the Goſpel - 
tells us, the P e#ion of a Diſciple conſifts 
in being like his Maſter: And Secondly, be- 
cauſe, according to St. Paul's Doctrine, God 
has decreed that one Condition neceflary 
to prepare the Predeſtinate for the State of 
Bliſs, ſhall be their Conformity to the Image 
of his Son. Whence it follows, that uy 
their being Sufferers like him, they are 
fected in this Life, and fitted for the Life 
come: And ſo it is no Wonder, that the 
Love God bears the Predeſtinate ſhould 
2 him to furniſh them with ſuitable 
l to procure them this gots Biel: 


00 6 follows another comforrabis Cons | 
fideration, wherewith I will end; to wit, 

that the Afflictions of this Life, entitle us 
to everlaſting Joys: For the ſame Divine 
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| bereafter, have alſo deliver'd 
ae, Bleſſed are they 
svbo-weep,” for they ſhall be comforted; and 
our Saviour had no ſooner told his Apoſtles 
that the World ſhould rejoice, and they ſhould 
de ſorrowful, but he immediately allay'd 
8 ag * Rm with Por 
wing Promiſe, but your Sorrow 
| de turn d into Joy, Our dear Redeemer calls 
us indeed to a Share in his Sufferings, but 
upon theſe advantagious Terms, that we 
ſhall hereafter be Partners with him in his 
Glory; he invites us now to a Part of his 
bitter Cup, but upon Promiſe to admit us 
hereafter to the full Torrent of heavenly 
Delights. And is not this a ſolid Com- 
fort to a Chriſtian Soul? Is it not a Cordial 
to revive our Spirits under the. heavieſt 
Load of Afflictions ? Can we be unwilling 
to ſuffer upon Terms of ſuch Ad 2 
To paſs through ſhort Afflictions to eternal 
_ Reſt? Toendure ſome ſmall Pain or Trouble, 
for a Happineſs that will never end? 
For, are notallSufferings ſhort and ſmall, 
when compared with Joys that are infinite 
and everlaſting? St. Paul allows them in 
a Manner no ion at all in the Com- | 
_ Pariſonz but calls chem light and momen- i 
a. 


Moral Entertainmentt. 290 
even the very longeſt ' Term of Tears we 
can imagine, has leſs Proportion to Eter- 
nity, than one ſingle Minute has to whole 

Ages. Now who of us all would not be 
willingly afflicted for ſome Moments, upon 
Condition he were to be completely happy 
his whole Life after? And ought we not 
then even to rejoice in the Afflictions of 
this Life; | ſince a whole Eceraicy of Joys, 
may be purchaſed with them. 

Hear how our Saviour preſſes this Ar- 
gument to his Apoſtles. Bleſſed are ye, 
ſays he, , when en all revile you, and per- 
all ſay all 5 of Evil 
an or my Sate; rejoice and 

l — as is your Reward 
in Heaven. pronounces them 
bleſſed, lrg be under Perſe. 

cution and Affliction; and exhorts them to 
rejoice, and be exceedingly glad: And why 
ſo? | becauſe their — is great Heaven. 
This has been the Comfort of all Saints 
that have gone before us: They have all 
through many Tribulations to the 
ingdom of Heaven. They were con- 

24 Nr Tears, becauſe they were aſ- 

ſhould bereaſter reap in 7 
— n alſo be our r z let 5 
opes and Expectation bleſſed 

Joys, ſupport us under the. wee of - 

this 115 and * the Weight f 
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Trouble begins to preſs hard upon the 
Soul, let us refle& that Croſſes and Afflic- 
tions are the kindeſt Pledges of God's 
Love, the ſureſt Marks of Predeſtination, 
| and the Seeds of everlaſting Glory. 
- Theſe Conſiderations, if often 


and oy in the Mind, 2 


ä Degrees wor ature into a ready 
ibs regia God ſhall 


— 7 Not that they will utterly ſtifle all 
inward Di or prevent all ſudden 
Surpriſes of Grief: For Fleſh and Blood 
will bave their Grains of Allo 


God, even whill he ſence Part © of the 
Soul ſeems to mutiny and rebel: If th 
have not Foree enough diſpet all Ci 


of Sadneſs, they will at leaſt ſo far hinder 
221 , that the 
will ſtill have 


Light of F aith and Reaſon w 

the chief Direction of her: Finally, ey 
will moderate our Grief, and keep it un- 
der Reſtraint ; tho they cannot utterly de- 
lo it. "This, I fay, is the Uſe they | 


thar the foremeationed Conlideraions wil 
make 
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make us receive- Afflictions, not only with 
Patience, but even with Joy z my Meaning 
is not, that we ſhall be delighted with the 

ainful Part of our Sufferings; hut that in 
pite of their Diſagreeableneſs to Senſe and 
Nature, we ſhall find Motives enough to 
rejoice in them ; not for their own Sake, 
but as the Will of God is conſider'd in 
them, and for the Bleſſings they intitle us 
to: So that whilſt the Body is uneaſy and 
ſmarting under the Scourge, the Soul may 
be filled with Comfort and Joy, in ſeeing 


herſelf in ſo good a Way to the ſecureand + 


everlaſting Poſſeſſion of the infinite Good 


for which She is Created. 
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